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PREFACE 


1424893 

Many  years  ago,  my  mother-in-law,  Emily  Palmer  Bain,  would  occasionally  recall, 
but  rather  vaguely,  stories  which  her  husband,  Daniel  Bain,  had  told  her  of  his  family. 
Realising  the  danger  of  that  family’s  identity  being  otherwise  lost  to  us,  I  made  notes 
of  these;  and  later  I  set  out  to  confirm  them,  if  possible;  to  get  some  additional 
details;  and  to  record  them  for  the  future  benefit  of  my  children.  Nothing  was  further 
from  my  thoughts  then  than  that  I  should  attempt  to  write  the  story  of  the  Bains. 

It  happened  that  my  wife’s  father  was  born  in  Wick,  became  a  newspaperman  in 
Edinburgh  and  later  in  Leeds;  thus,  his  children  grew  up  remotely  from  his  relatives. 
Eventually,  his  widow  brought  their  youngest  child,  Kathleen,  aged  11,  to  her  eldest 
son  in  Montreal.  After  her  death,  the  only  contact  we  had  with  the  relatives  in  Scotland 
was  through  her  husband’s  niece,  Helen  McPhail,  and  later,  through  her,  with  Rev. 
Prof.  William  Manson  of  New  College  in  Edinburgh. 

On  a  visit  to  Britain  in  1956,  my  wife  and  I  met,  with  Dr  Manson’s  co-operation, 
most  of  my  wife’s  surviving  cousins — a  thrilling  experience  for  her.  None,  however, 
knew  anything  of  the  origin  of  their  grandfather,  Donald  Bain;  and  a  search  of  the 
Caithness  registers  did  not  disclose  any  record  of  his  baptism.  Eventually,  two  did 
recall  some  references  by  their  father,  Walter  J.  P.  Bain,  in  their  early  days,  to  Tulloch 
Castle  as  having  belonged  to  the  family.  A  search  of  the  Dingwall  registers  gave  the 
answer — he  had  been  baptised  there  in  1808.  From  then  on,  there  was  unfolded  a 
fabulous  line  of  ancestry  back  to  King  Lulach’s  daughter  and,  from  her,  back  to  the 
monarchs  of  Erin — and  consisting  of  only  two  consecutive  male  lines,  with  their 
branches  and  parallel  origins!  A  wealth  of  information  was  available  in  the  libraries 
and  the  Registry  Offices  (but  much  research  was  required  to  assemble  the  family  facts). 

Many  friends  have  urged  me  to  have  this  story  published;  and,  since  I  have  not 
been  able  to  find  any  work  in  existence  which  already  covered  it — in  fact,  it  seemed 
about  time  for  one  to  be  provided — I  agreed  to  attempt  it.  I  hope  it  will  be  found 
adequate — at  least  as  a  basis  for  further  research. 

The  plan  adopted  for  presenting  this  information  is  to  show  the  parallel  family  lines 
of  descent  to  Lulach,  together  with  some  branching  lines,  in  Chapters  I  to  IV,  inclusive; 
the  MacEth-Mackay  line,  in  Chapter  V;  and  the  Clan  Bain,  in  Chapters  VI  to  X, 
inclusive. 

I  am  deeply  indebted  to  the  following  for  their  kind  assistance:  The  MacBain  of 
MacBain;  The  Macneil  of  Barra;  James  Cormack  of  Wick;  R.  W.  Munro  of  Inver¬ 
ness;  J.  Gordon  Taylor  of  Beaconsfield,  Que.;  Dr  P.  D.  Grant  of  Outremont,  Que.; 
the  late  Donald  Bain  of  Birmingham;  Mrs  Constance  Knight-Jones  of  Nottingham; 
and  Mrs  Margaret  Souter  of  Dingwall,  for  the  use  of  books  from  their  private  libraries ; 
also  to  the  Librarian,  Central  Public  Library,  Edinburgh,  for  copies  of  documents 
and  other  assistance;  to  the  staffs  of  McGill  University  and  Toronto  Public  Libraries; 
and  the  Registry  Offices  in  Edinburgh  and  Montreal. 

A  conscientious  effort  has  been  made,  by  following  recognised  authorities,  to 
ensure  accuracy  and  provide  a  dependable  reference  work.  No  attempt  was  made  to 
manufacture  or  originate  facts;  but,  since  it  was  obviously  necessary  to  assemble  many 


“bits  and  pieces”  of  information  from  many  sources  in  order  to  provide  a  continuous 
and  complete  story,  some  gaps  were  found  which  had  to  be  bridged  by  judicious 
deductions  based  on  the  available  information.  Such  cases  are  indicated  by  the  use 
of  conditional  expressions,  such  as  “probably”  or  “it  appears.”  However,  in  view  of 
my  remoteness  from  the  primary  sources  of  information  and  of  the  extent  of  the 
ground  covered  herein,  it  is  possible  that  some  errors  have  inadvertently  slipped  in  or 
that  some  deductions  are  incorrect  due  to  insufficient  basic  information  at  hand.  I 
therefore  crave  the  kind  indulgence  of  readers  for  any  such  defects,  if  there  are  any , 
and  trust  that  they  will  not  detract  from  any  pleasure  they  would  otherwise  obtain 
from  having  a  history  of  their  own  Clan. 

ALFRED  J.  LAWRENCE. 


Montreal,  November  12,  1962. 
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CHARTS 

15  Genealogical  Charts,  intended  to  augment 
the  text,  are  inserted  in  appropriate  places  herein. 


RECORD  OF  FUTURE  CLAN  EVENTS 

Blank  pages  are  provided  at  the  end  of  the  book  to  facilitate  the  recording  of 
future  Clan  or  family  events,  such  as  was  done  by  many  families  in  Family  Bibles,  in 
earlier  years.  The  Author  suggests  that  such  a  record  be  kept  by  each  family  head  for 
the  use  and  information  of  his  children  and  grandchildren,  and  for  later  historians, 
since  otherwise  such  information  may  easily  be  lost  to  posterity.  The  high-quality 
paper  used  herein  is  very  appropriate  for  this  purpose. 


PART  I 


THE  STORY  OF  THE  EARLY  CLANS 
LORN,  MACNACHTAN,  MORGAN, 

MURRAY  AND  MACKAY 

The  arrangement  adopted  here  is  that  of  showing  the  traditional  origin  and  descent 
of  the  High-kings  of  Erin,  to  Conn  Ceadcatha,  “of  the  Hundred  Battles,”  and  then  of 
following  the  direct  male  line  of  descent  from  Conn,  through  Lorn  Mor  MacEarca,  to 
King  Lulach  of  Scotland.  A  collateral  line  from  Lorn’s  brother,  Fergus  Mor  MacEarca, 
to  King  Lulach,  on  his  mother’s  side — together  with  the  descent  from  the  Pictish  kings — 
is  also  shown.  The  continuation  of  the  lines  thus  united  in  Lulach,  and  through  his 
daughter,  to  the  MacEths,  the  early  Mackays  and  the  first  Bain,  will  follow.  The 
whole  is  shown  schematically  in  Chart  I. 

The  Ancestral  and  Related  Clans  of  the  Mackays  and  Bains 

In  the  course  of  this  study,  it  will  be  shown  that  several  other  groups  share  the 
same  early  ancestry  in  some  degree ;  and  that  the  Clans  Lorn,  Morgan  and  Mackay 
are  progenitors  of  the  Bains.  Those  groups  sharing  the  same  early  ancestry  seem  to 
include  the  Clans  Macneil,  Macnachtan  and  Murray ;  the  Cinels  Angus,  Gabran  and 
Comgall;  the  Siols  Angus  and  Phail;  and  the  Bain,  Bayne,  MacCay,  MacGhee, 
Mackie,  MacPhail,  MacVail,  Neilson,  Paul  and  Poison  lines. 
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CHAPTER  T 

THE  EARLY  HIGH-KINGS  OF  ERIN 

The  fabulous  story  of  our  group  of  clans  started  thousands  of  years  ago  with  the 
traditional  ancestors  of  Erin’s  High-kings,  who  will  be  discussed  very  briefly  here.  It 
should  be  pointed  out,  however,  and  right  here,  that  the  authenticity  of  the  early  part 
of  this  story  is  doubtful,  due  to  the  lack  of  contemporary  recorded  information 
covering  its  facts. 

For  information  from  before  the  Christian  era,  scholars  in  Erin  had  to  depend 
largely  on  information  passed  down  verbally  from  generation  to  generation  by  bards 
or  other  people  with  especially  trained  memories;  and  this,  whilst  useful,  could  not  be 
too  dependably  accurate  over  such  a  long  period.  Early  writers,  who  necessarily  were 
mostly  monks,  tried  to  record  in  Latin  the  information  recited  by  these  people;  and 
some  of  them,  in  a  conscientious  attempt  to  make  their  information  tie  in  with  the 
Biblical  record,  seem  to  have  developed  a  list  of  names  which  extended  the  known 
pedigree  backwards  so  as  to  show  the  line  as  descended  from  Japheth,  the  son  of  Noah. 

It  is  generally  recognised,  therefore,  that  the  early  part  of  the  traditional  list 
cannot  be  accepted  as  authentic,  although  it  may  be  of  interest.  At  just  what  point 
the  list  began  to  agree  with  the  historical  facts  is  not  known.  It  could  be  as  early  as 
Angus  Turmig;  but  it  is  now  generally  considered  that  it  was  not  later  than  the  time 
of  Conn  “of  the  Hundred  Battles.”  This  would  take  us  back  to  as  early  as  the  2nd 
Century,  a.d. 

The  general  tradition  as  to  the  origin  of  the  race  seems  to  have  some  basis  in  fact. 
Very  extensive  archaeological  research  has  revealed  that,  a  few  thousand  years  ago, 
there  were  very  extensive  movements  of  peoples  from  Central  Asia  towards  the  West. 
These  probably  included  the  movement  of  a  large  tribe  to  Scythia,  a  large  fertile  area 
around  the  north  of  the  Black  Sea.  According  to  tradition,  a  small  group  of  these 
people  was  invited  to  Egypt  by  Pharaoh  and,  centuries  later,  their  travels  took  them 
to  Spain.  The  descendants  of  their  leaders  are  claimed,  possibly  correctly,  to  have  been 
the  progenitors  of  the  early  High-kings. 

For  the  purposes  of  our  story,  the  part  of  the  traditional  pedigree  that  conforms 
with  the  actual  known  history  will  be  assumed  to  start  with  Conn  of  the  Hundred 
Battles.  With  this  reservation,  and  as  a  matter  of  family  interest,  the  complete 
traditional  pedigree  will  be  shown  briefly  herein.  The  names  of  persons  said  to  be  in 
the  direct  male  line  of  descent  will  be  shown  in  bold  letters. 


Section  A.  The  Traditional  Line — Its  Travels  from  Scythia  to  Erin 

The  world,  as  it  had  been  known  to  the  people  living  near  Asia  Minor  previously 
to  the  Deluge,  was  divided  between  the  three  sons  of  Noah — Shem  getting  South¬ 
eastern  Asia  to  the  Indian  Ocean;  Ham  getting  Syria,  Arabia  and  Africa;  and  Japheth 
getting  Europe  and  North-western  Asia.  The  date  has  been  estimated  as  a. m.  1656, 
or  ca.  2100  b.c.1 
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According  to  the  Irish  Annals,  Magog,  a  son  of  Japheth,  appears  to  have  settled 
in  Scythia,  a  grassy  area  north  and  north-west  of  the  Black  Sea  and  comprising  a 
large  steppe  extending  from  the  Carpathians  to  the  Don.  Years  later,  his  grandson, 
Fenius,  son  of  Boath,  became  known  as  King  of  Scythia. 

Fenius  had  a  great  desire  for  knowledge  and  he  sent  out  seventy-two  bright  young 
men  to  learn  the  different  languages  which  were  used  after  Babel;  then,  with  the 
Hebrews  and  Greeks,  he  organised  a  school  at  Sennair,  where  the  alphabets  of  the 
three  chief  languages  were  written  on  wooden  tablets.  His  son,  Niul,  was  born  about 
this  time,  and  he  attended  the  school  later,  becoming  very  proficient.  After  twenty 
years,  Gaedhael,  son  of  Father,  was  put  in  charge  of  the  school;  hence,  their  language 
and  the  race  are  called  “Gaelic.” 

Fenius  reigned  for  twenty-two  years,  after  which  his  elder  son,  Nenual,  succeeded 
him  as  King,  Niul  being  left  with  his  great  knowledge  of  the  languages  and  the  sciences, 
for  which  his  fame  had  spread  afar. 

Niul  was  invited  to  Egypt  by  Pharaoh  Cincris  to  teach  the  Egyptians,  and  he  was 
very  successful,  receiving  high  awards  and  in  marriage  Pharaoh’s  daughter — the 
Princess  who  rescued  Moses  from  the  Nile2. 

Niul’s  son,  Gaedhael,  named  after  the  teacher,  helped  the  Israelites  before  their 
exodus  from  Egypt  and  thereby  incurred  the  hatred  of  the  Egyptians.  Many  years 
later,  when  Pharaoh  Intuir,  who  succeeded  Cincris,  had  recovered  from  the  losses 
incurred  at  the  Nile,  he  retaliated  by  banishing  the  Scythians. 

Sru,  son  of  Easru,  son  of  Gaedhael,  led  them  to  Crete,  where  he  died,  His  son, 
Heber  Scutt,  took  them  to  Scythia3,  where  he  was  opposed  by  his  kinsmen,  the 
descendants  of  Nenual;  but  he  defeated  them.  He  and  his  successors  in  descent, 
Beouman*  Oghaman  and  Tait  contended  for  the  mastery  until  Agnon,  the  son  of  Tait, 
slew  his  cousin,  King  Reflor,  son  of  Refill  of  the  race  of  Nenual,  and  was  banished 
with  his  people. 

They  took  ship  and  landed  on  an  island  in  the  Caspian  Sea,  where  they  stayed  one 
year.  Several  leaders  died  there,  including  Agnon;  but  they  soon  sailed  westward 
under  his  son,  Lambfionn,  to  the  narrow  sea  from  the  Northern  Ocean,  where  a  storm 
arose.  They  were  driven  onto  an  island  in  the  Pontic  Sea,  where  they  stayed  for  one 
and  a  half  years.  Then,  it  was  claimed,  mermaids  came  on  the  sea  before  them,  to  lull 
them  to  sleep  with  music  so  they  could  fall  upon  them  and  slay  them.  Caicher  the 
Druid,  however,  melted  wax  in  the  sailors’  ears  and  prevented  their  hearing  the 
music!  After  twenty-seven  days,  they  finally  got  on  their  way.  They  came  to  a  land, 
probably  Libya,  where  they  stayed  through  the  generations  of  Heber  Glumfionn, 
Agnon  Fionn,  Fibric  Glas,  Ninual,  Nuadhad,  Alladh,  Arcadh  and  Deagh,  probably 
somewhat  over  two  hundred  years. 

Bratha,  son  of  Deagh,  led  them  around  Sicily  to  Spain,  and  landed  in  Galicia. 
His  son,  Breoghan,  became  King  of  Galicia,  Andalusia,  Castile  and  Portugal,  after  his 
father  died;  and  he  had  about  ten  sons,  of  whom  Bili  was  the  eldest. 

Galamb,  a  mighty  son  of  Bili  and  called  “Milidh  of  Spain,”  wanted  to  visit  the 
land  of  his  progenitors,  so  he  apparently  went  on  an  expedition  to  Scythia  and  Egypt 
which  was  remarkably  similar  to  that  of  Niul  and  his  successors  several  hundred 
years  before4.  On  his  return  to  Spain  after  some  years’  absence,  he  desired  to  fulfil  the 
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prophecy  of  Caicher  the  Druid  that  his  people  would  never  have  a  permanent  home 
until  they  reached  Erin;  but  he  died.  He  appeared  to  be  the  thirty-sixth  in  the  direct 
traditional  line  of  descent,  starting  at  Adam;  and  he  is  said  to  have  had  thirty-two 
sons — twenty-four  born  early  from  concubines  in  Spain;  two  by  his  first  wife,  Seang 
of  Scythia;  and  six  by  his  second  wife,  Scota,  the  Princess  of  Egypt. 

After  Breoghan’s  race  had  multiplied  greatly  and  had  conquered  most  of  Spain, 
there  was  a  famine  in  the  country,  and  Breoghan’s  son,  loth,  went  to  Erin  to  scout  for 
a  source  of  food.  He  found  the  people  there  speaking  his  own  language,  being  of  an 
earlier  migration,  the  Tuatha,  from  the  same  source.  They  were  friendly  at  first;  but 
they  became  suspicious  as  to  his  intentions.  When  he  discovered  this  and  fled,  they 
overtook  him  and  killed  him;  but  his  men  got  away  to  Spain. 

Milidh’s  sons  set  out  with  a  force  to  avenge  loth’s  murder,  but  they  were  opposed 
by  the  Tuatha  in  Leinster  “with  magic  mist”;  so  they  went  around  and  landed  in 
West  Munster.  Five  sons  of  Milidh  were  drowned  in  the  landing,  but  three  of  them 
landed,  Heber,  Heremon  and  Aimhirgin.  The  date  was  about  1025  b.c.5  (2735  years 
from  the  Creation,  or  1080  from  the  Deluge,  according  to  the  Jewish  Chronology). 

Section  B.  The  Traditional  Monarchs  of  Erin,  to  Conn  Ceadcatha 

The  Milesians,  or  descendants  of  Milidh  of  Spain,  and  their  followers,  after 
landing  in  Erin,  fought  a  battle  at  Taillte  in  which  three  Tuatha  kings,  their  queens 
and  most  of  their  army  were  killed,  as  well  as  three  hundred  of  the  race  of  Gaedhael. 
Heber  and  Heremon,  the  eldest  and  seventh  sons  of  Milidh,  respectively,  then  divided 
the  captured  country  between  them  and  ruled  jointly  for  one  year,  after  which  Heber 
was  killed  by  Heremon  in  a  quarrel.  Heremon  then  ruled  alone  for  thirteen  years ;  and 
his  race  became  the  most  illustrious  in  Erin.  The  Cruithne,  or  Piets,  came  in  his  time 
from  Scythia  via  Thrace,  and  it  is  said  that  he  advised  them  to  go  to  Alban  and  gave 
them  widows  of  his  dead  warriors  as  wives6.  Their  leader,  Cathluan,  supposedly  took 
one,  conquered  Alban,  and  became  the  first  king  there  of  his  race.  He  had  to  pay 
tribute,  however,  to  Heremon. 

Three  sons  of  Heremon  ruled  jointly  after  their  father’s  death,  but  they  were  soon 
killed  by  four  sons  of  Heber;  and  these  lasted  only  a  few  months.  Heremon’s  fourth 
son,  Irial  Faidh,  then  took  over  and  ruled  for  ten  years,  clearing  much  land  of  its 
ancient  forest.  His  son,  Ethriol,  then  ruled  for  twenty  years,  clearing  land  and  improv¬ 
ing  agriculture ;  but  was  slain  in  battle  by  Conmal  of  the  race  of  Heber,  who  took  the 
throne  and  kept  Ethriol’s  son,  Toll-aich  from  it.  The  latter’s  son,  Tigermas,  reigned 
for  twenty-three  years.  His  son,  Enboath,  and  grandson,  Smionghall,  did  not  reach 
the  throne;  but  the  latter’s  son,  Fiacha-Labhrainn,  became  the  eighteenth  Milesian 
monarch  of  Erin,  and  the  eighth  in  the  race  of  Heremon. 

Fiacha  was  slain  by  Eochaidh  of  the  Heber  Fionn  race,  but  his  son,  Angus  Olnuesch 
became  the  twentieth  monarch  and  was  slain  by  another  Heber  candidate.  Main,  son 
of  Angus,  was  thus  kept  from  the  succession,  but  his  son,  Rotheachta,  was  the  twenty- 
seventh  monarch;  he  was  killed  by  a  man  of  the  race  of  Ir,  who  also  deprived  his  son. 
Dein,  of  the  succession.  Siarna  Saoghallach,  son  of  Dein,  was  the  thirty-fourth  king 
probably  indicating  much  strife  between  the  three  races  in  the  meantime;  his  name 
referred  to  his  extraordinarily-long  life,  estimated  at  from  150  to  250  years.  His  son, 
Olioll  Aolcheon,  was  killed  early,  but  the  latter’s  son,  Gialchadh,  was  the  thirty- 
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seventh  monarch  until  killed  by  one  of  the  race  of  Heber  nineteen  years  later.  Nuadhas, 
son  of  Gialchadh,  regained  the  throne  after  two  years,  and  ruled  for  thirteen  years. 
His  son,  Aedan  Glas,  did  not  get  the  throne  but  in  his  time  the  coast  was  infested  with 
pirates,  and  there  was  a  dreadful  plague  in  Erin,  probably  smallpox.  Aedan’s  son, 
Simeon  Breac,  “The  Speckled,”  became  the  forty-fourth  monarch,  but  was  slain  six 
years  later  by  Duach  Fionn. 

Muredach  Bolgach,  son  of  Simeon,  was  killed  after  ruling  one  year;  but  his  son, 
Fiacha  Tolgrach,  regained  the  throne  as  fifty-fifth  monarch  after  several  attempts;  he 
also  was  killed  by  the  Heber  race.  Fiacha’s  son,  Duach  Labrach,  ruled  for  ten  years 
and  was  killed  by  the  son  of  his  father’s  murderer,  who  also  kept  his  son,  Eochaidh 
Buadnach,  from  the  throne. 

Ugaine  Mor,  “The  Great,”  son  of  Eochaidh  and  sixty-sixth  monarch,  acquired 
much  territory  and  married  a  daughter  of  the  King  of  the  Gauls ;  had  twenty-two  sons 
and  three  daughters,  amongst  whom  he  divided  Erin  into  twenty-five  parts7.  It  is  said 
that  all  who  survive  of  the  race  of  Heremon  are  descended  from  two  of  Ugaine’s  sons, 
Laeghaire  and  Colethack.  His  reign  covered  thirty  years. 

Colethack  Cael-breagh,  Ugaine’s  son,  murdered  his  brother,  Laeghaire,  and  took 
his  throne  as  sixty-sixth  monarch,  but  was  later  slain  by  his  nephews.  His  son,  Malg 
Molbhthach,  got  the  throne  about  522  b.c.,  but  was  slain  by  Heber’s  race.  Iaran 
Gleofathach,  son  of  Malg  and  seventy-fourth  monarch  of  his  race,  was  a  very  wise  and 
jhst  ruler,  but  was  killed  after  six  years.  His  son,  Conla  Caombh,  succeeded  after  seven 
years  and  seems  to  have  died  a  natural  death!  He  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Olioll 
Casfiachlach,  who  was  slain  after  twenty-five  years. 

Olioll’s  son,  Eochaid  Altleatham,  succeeded  five  years  later  and  ruled  for  fifteen 
years  before  he  was  slain.  He  was  father  of  Aongus  Tuirbheach  (or  Angus  Turmig), 
eighty-first  monarch,  who  succeeded  after  five  years  and  suffered  the  usual  fate  of  these 
kings.  (One  of  the  sons  of  Angus,  Fiacha  Firmora,  was  said  to  be  an  ancestor  of  the 
Kings  of  Dal  Riada  in  Erin  and  Alban  through  his  descendants  Connaire  and  Cairbre 
Riada,  who  will  be  discussed  later.) 

Elina  Aigneach,  probably  the  eldest  son  of  Angus,  got  the  throne  twelve  years  later 
and  was  also  killed  by  a  rival.  The  next  six  generations,  Labraidh  Lore,  Assamon 
Eambha,  Baotact,  Blatact,  Roighan  Ruadh  and  Fionnlagh,  were  kept  off  the  throne. 
In  Roighan’s  time,  most  of  the  cattle  died  of  murrain. 

Fionnlagh  married  Benia,  daughter  of  Crimthann ;  and  their  son,  Eocbaid  Feidlioch, 
became  the  93rd  monarch  in  b.c.  141 ;  he  “brought  all  Erin  under  his  sway”;  and  he 
married  Clothfionn,  by  whom  he  had  a  famous  daughter,  Princess  Medb.  This  daughter 
married  Tinne,  whom  he  made  King  of  Connacht;  Tinne  was  slain  and  Medb  ruled 
for  ten  years,  after  which  she  married  Oilill  Mor,  a  son  of  the  King  of  Ulster.  She  was 
called  “The  Queen  of  the  Fairies.”8 

Eochaid  died  at  Tara  in  129  b.c.;  and  his  son,  Bress-Nar-Lothar,  was  excluded 
from  the  throne.  The  latter’s  son,  Lughaid-Sriabhn-Dearrg,  ninty-eighth  monarch, 
married  a  Danish  princess  and  ruled  for  ten  years.  He  was  succeeded  by  the  great 
King  Conchobar-Niadh-Nar  of  another  race.  Lughaidh’s  son,  Crimthann-Niadh-Nar, 
the  100th  monarch,  married  a  grand-daughter  of  Darletus,  Pictish  king  in  Alban,  and 
was  killed  in  falling  from  a  horse. 
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Feredach  Fionn,  son  of  Crimthann,  was  a  very  sincere  and  just  king;  and  he  died 
at  Tara  after  a  reign  of  twenty-one  years.  His  son,  Fiacha-Fionn-Ola,  104th  monarch, 
married  Eithne,  daughter  of  Imghael,  Pictish  king  in  Alban ;  and  was  slain  in  his  palace 
by  the  provincial  chiefs  led  by  Cairbre,  chief  of  the  Northern  Laigin,  whilst  his  forces 
were  fighting  the  Romans  in  Alban,  ca.  54  a.d.  His  widow  had  previously  fled  for 
safety  to  Alban,  where  her  son  was  born. 

The  young  son,  Tuathal  Teachtmar,  with  the  help  of  his  older  cousins,  recovered 
Erin  in  76  a.d.;  became  106th  monarch  and  “ruled  over  all  lords;”  restored  the  true 
royal  heirs;9  broke  up  the  ancient  “five-fifths”  of  Erin;  took  a  piece  of  land  at  the 
centre  from  each  province  to  form  Meath,  for  use  by  royalty;  married  Baine,  daughter 
of  the  King  of  Finland;  and  imposed  a  perpetual  fine  on  the  provinces  as  a  penalty  for 
the  loss  of  his  two  daughters.  However,  he  named  his  son  Feidlimid  as  his  heir- 
apparent,  incurring  the  enmity  of  his  relative,  Mai,  King  of  Ulster,8  who  killed  him 
in  battle  in  Antrim,  in  106. 

Feidlimid  Rachtmar  got  the  throne  as  108th  monarch  of  his  race  by  defeating  and 
killing  Mai  three  years  later;  married  Una,  daughter  of  the  King  of  Denmark;  was  a 
great  law-maker,  quiet  and  secure;  built  many  roads  of  the  Roman  pattern;  and 
“died  of  thirst”  after  ten  years.8  The  throne  was  then  seized  by  Cathair  Mor,  who 
reigned  until  he  was  killed  three  years  later  by  Conn,  son  of  Feidlimid.9 

Note — The  numerical  succession  of  the  family  in  the  direct  male  line  will,  for  our 
purposes,  be  considered  as  commencing  here,  with  Conn,  known  as  “Cead- 
catha,”  as  Number  1,  since  it  is  at  about  his  time  that  our  history  seems  to 
emerge  from  the  mists  of  antiquity  and  tradition,  into  the  realms  of  reality 
and  dependability. 

Conn’s  child  in  the  direct  male  line  of  descent  to  the  Mackays  and  Bains 
will  be  shown  as  Number  2;  his  grandson  in  the  same  direct  line,  as  Number  3; 
and  so  on  (with  one  exception,  Lulach’s  daughter,  which  will  be  noted  later). 
Thus,  these  numbers  will  indicate,  when  used  in  Chapters  I  to  IX  in  association 
with  personal  names,  the  generations  of  descent  from,  and  including,  Conn. 
Where  it  is  desirable  to  comment  particularly  on  a  brother  or  sister  of  a  direct- 
line  descendant,  the  same  generation-number  will  be  used  but  followed  by  a 
small  suffix-letter;  and  the  children  of  such  brother  or  sister  may  be  given  that 
suffixed  generation-number  but  followed  by  a  digit,  starting  at  1. 

Section  C.  The  Descent  from  Conn  to  the  MacEarcas — Male  Line 

(Chart  II) 

1 — Conn  Ceadcatha,  “of  the  100  Battles”  (son  of  Feidlimid  and  110th  Milesian 
Monarch  of  Erin),  was  born  ca.  100,  which  would  make  him  the  eightieth  in  the  direct 
line  of  descent  from  Adam,  if  the  traditional  line  of  descent  were  accurate.  He  became 
king  about  123  a.d.,  after  he  had  killed  in  battle  Cathair  Mor,  who  had  seized  the 
throne  after  the  death  of  Conn’s  father;  was  famous  as  a  law-maker  and  for  his  good 
government;  married  Aefa,  daughter  of  Alpin,  King  of  the  Piets  in  Alban;  and  had 
six  children.  In  the  meantime,  there  had  been  great  rivalry  between  him  and  Mogh 
Nuadat,  who  had  got  control  of  Munster  and  then,  by  preparing  in  time  for  a  famine, 
had  become  very  popular  in  relieving  distress  in  the  country.  Realising  the  cost  that 
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would  be  involved  in  continuing  the  strife,  and  in  order  to  avoid  further  bloodshed 
and  misery,  they  divided  the  country  between  them  ca.  137.  Conn  took  the  Northern 
part,  called  “Leth  Cuinn,”  and  Mogh  the  Southern  part,  called  “Leth  Mogha.”  On 
Mogh’s  death  fourteen  years  later,  Conn  again  ruled  all  of  Erin.10  He  was  killed 
treacherously  in  157,  after  a  reign  of  over  thirty  years,  by  a  son  of  Mai  and  other  men 
disguised  as  women,  when  preparing  for  the  feast  of  Tara.7  His  second  daughter, 
Saruit,  married  Connaire,  son  of  Mogh  Lamba  and  a  reputed  descendant  of  Angus 
Turmig;  and  a  son  of  this  marriage  was  Cairbre  Riada  (who  is  discussed  in  Chapter 
II).14 

2 —  Art  Eanfhear,  son  of  Conn,  succeeded  in  165  as  1 12th  monarch;  married  Trea, 
daughter  of  Cian,  King  of  Munster;  his  two  brothers  were  killed  by  his  uncles,  making 
him  very  lonely;11  and  he  was  killed  in  battle  in  196,  being  succeeded  by  Ludhaigh 
MacConn  of  Leinster.  In  his  time,  the  first  settlement  of  Irish  in  Alban  occurred.  His 
son  Cormac  was  kept  from  the  throne  for  about  26  years. 

3 —  Cormac-Mac-Airt  got  the  throne  in  221,  on  the  death  of  Fergus  who  had 
succeeded  Ludhaigh;  made  the  final  advance  of  the  Connachta  from  Uisneach  to 
Tara;  exerted  a  great  influence  for  good,  made  laws  and  organised  a  more  orderly 
living;  married  Ethne,  daughter  of  Dunlaing,  King  of  Leinster;  abdicated  in  238  in 
favour  of  his  son,  and  lived  quietly  until  265,  when  he  was  choked  by  a  salmon  bone 
in  his  throat.8  The  High-kingship  was  thereafter  confined  to  his  descendants,  until 
1002  A.D. 

4 —  Cairbre  Liffechar,  son  of  Cormac,  married  a  daughter  of  the  Prince  of  the 
Hebrides;8  and  was  slain  in  battle  after  seventeen  years  by  his  cousins  at  Skreen, 
near  Tara. 

5 —  Fiacha  Srabteine,  son  of  Cairbre,  married  Aoife,  a  daughter  of  a  Prince  of  the 
Hebrides;  gave  command  in  the  war  with  the  Mumu  to  his  son,  and  the  success  of  the 
latter  roused  the  anger  of  his  nephews,  the  three  Collas,  who  slew  the  King. 

6 —  Muireadhach  Tireach,  son  of  Fiacha,  was  a  great  war  hero;  permitted  his 
cousins,  the  Collas,  to  try  to  subdue  the  Iliad,  which  they  did,  capturing  the  broad 
lands  of  Lough  Sheelin  to  the  Foyle  and  naming  it  Airgialle;  married  Murion, 
daughter  of  Fiachra,  Prince  of  Munster;11  and  was  killed  by  Caelbadh,  son  of  Crund, 
King  of  the  Uliad.  In  his  time,  Patrick  was  born.4 

7 —  Eochaid  Muighmeadhoin,  son  of  Muireadhach  and  124th  monarch,  ca.  357-365, 
killed  Caelbadh  after  a  few  months;  married  (1)  Mung-Fionn  by  whom  he  had  several 
sons,  and  (2)  Carthan,  a  Saxon  princess  whom  he  had  taken  prisoner  on  an  expedition 
and  by  whom  he  had  a  son,  Niall.11  He  and  his  next  three  successors  were  engaged  in 
continental  wars  before  the  withdrawal  of  the  Romans.  Starting  about  this  time,  the 
Latin  name  for  the  Irish  became  Scoti  (or  Scots). 

8 —  Niall  Mor  “of  the  Nine  Hostages”  was  the  126th  monarch,  and  married  (1) 
Rigneach,  daughter  of  Medabh,  by  whom  he  had  seven  sons;  and  (2)  Ineachfee, 
daughter  of  Dubhteach,  by  whom  also  he  had  seven  sons,  including  Eoghan.  Of  his 
fourteen  sons,  eight  left  issue;12  three  of  them — Eoghan,  Conall  Gulban  and  Enna — 
completed  the  occupation  of  the  “old  Fifth”  in  the  North-west,  calling  their  new  lands 
Tir  Eoghan,  Tir  Conall  and  Tir  Enna,  respectively,  with  Tir  Eoghan  including  the 
great  fortress  of  Aileach;  Laighaire,  Conall  Cruimthan,  Fiachra  and  Maine  were 
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settled  in  Meath;  he  appointed  his  brothers  Brion,  Fiachra,  Maine,  Cairbre,  Amalgaid 
and  others,  as  well  as  his  other  sons,  to  various  sub-kingdoms  or  lordships  under  his 
influence,  thus  firmly  establishing  his  power;  on  a  trip  to  Rome,  he  held  nine  hostages 
— five  from  the  old  “Fifths”  of  Erin,  and  four  from  peoples  of  Britain  and  Europe — 
Piets,  Saxons,  Britons  and  Franks — which  suggests  the  extent  of  his  raids  in  Britain 
and  even  into  Gaul;  appears  to  have  ruled  with  great  justice;  died  fighting  in  the 
English  Channel,  near  the  Isle  of  Wight,  aged  64,  by  a  treacherous  arrow  from  one  of 
the  Laigin  who  were  with  his  forces;12  and  was  succeeded  by  Nathi,  said  to  be  the  last 
pagan  monarch  of  Erin.  Niall’s  dynasty  reached  the  height  of  its  power  in  his  time; 
his  descendants  were  known  as  “of  the  Fli  Neill,”  and  held  the  high-kingship  almost 
continually  for  about  six  centuries. 

Note — After  Niall,  our  line  diverges  from  that  of  the  later  high-kings  and  follows  that 
of  his  son,  Eoghan,  who  became  King  of  Aileach  and  did  not  get  the  throne 
of  Tara. 

9 —  Eoghan,  born  ca.  389,  was  King  of  Aileach,  Chief  of  Tir  Eoghan  and  Prince  of 
Ulster;12  with  Conall  and  Enna,  divided  the  old  north-western  Fifth,  and  established 
his  seat  in  Aileach;  married  Indorba  Finn,  a  Saxon  princess,  and  had  ten  sons;12 
Incidentally,  Conall  Gulban  was  his  twin  brother  and  also  the  ancestor  of  the  illustrious 
Columba,  who  is  discussed  briefly  in  Section  D  of  this  Chapter. 

10 —  Muireadhach,  eldest  son  of  Eoghan  and  King  of  Aileach,  eloped  with  Ere, 
daughter  of  Eocha  Muinreamhar  of  Dal  Riada;12  and  died  ca.  493,  leaving  at  least 
four  sons,  all  of  whom  became  famous: 

1  la-Muirchertach,  who  became  High-king  of  Erin  and  was  progenitor  of 
most  of  the  succeeding  High-kings. 

11-Lorn,  joint  King  of  Dal  Riada  in  Alban,  and  progenitor  of  one  of  the 
Dalriadic  Royal  Lines  as  well  as  of  the  Clans  studied  herein. 

llb-Angus,  progenitor  of  Cinel  Angus. 

1  lc-Fergus,  King  of  Dal  Riada  in  Alban;  progenitor  of  two  of  the  Dalriadic 
Royal  Lines  and  of  the  Scottish  Royal  Line,  as  well  as  progenitor  of  the  Cinels 
Comgall  and  Gabran. 

1 1 —  Lorn  Mor  Macearca,  2nd  son  of  Muireadhach,  will  be  discussed  in  Chapter 
III. 

His  brother,  1  la-Muirchertach  Mor  MacEarca,  b.  ca.  442,  was  King  of  Aileach 
and  a  great  warrior;  probably  as  commander  under  his  father,  ca.  474,  sent  his  three 
brothers  to  Alban  to  defend  the  Dalriadic  colony  there;  realised  that  he  and  his 
progeny  would  not  be  in  line  for  the  high-kingship  unless  he  himself  earned  it;  so 
joined  his  young  cousin  Luguid  in  reclaiming  for  the  race  of  Niall  the  throne  which 
had  been  seized  by  Ailill  Molt  on  Laeghaire’s  death  ca.  462;  he  defeated  and  slew 
Ailill,  permitting  Luguid  to  take  the  throne;12  became  commander  of  Luguid’s  army; 
pushed  back  the  Laigin  frontier  and  won  many  battles  with  the  Piets  and  Scots;  and, 
when  Luguid  was  killed  by  lightning  ca.  51 1,  ascended  the  throne.  He  died,  it  is  said,  in 
533,  when  he  was  drowned  in  wine,  in  a  burning  house,15  in  a  woman’s  revenge  for 
the  deaths  of  her  parents  in  battle.  He  was  progenitor  of  most  of  the  later  high-kings, 
and  also  of  the  Clan  Macneil  of  Barra. 
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Section  D.  St.  Columba 

This  story  of  the  ancient  Royal  Family  of  Erin  would  be  inadequate  without  some 
mention  of  another  and  very  illustrious  son  of  the  family,  namely  “Colum  Cille,”  or 
St.  Columba,  the  great  Christian  leader  and  missionary  of  the  sixth  Century.  Born  at 
Garton  in  Donegal  in  521,  sixty  years  after  Patrick’s  death,  he  was  paternally  a  great- 
grandson  of  Conall  Gulban  and  a  second  cousin  of  Muirchertach  and  his  brothers. 
His  very  energetic  disposition,  together  with  his  Royal  status  and  his  great  piety, 
enabled  him  to  greatly  extend  the  Christian  influence  in  Erin ;  and  he  staunchly  upheld 
and  guided  the  national  spirit  in  the  country.  It  was  said  that  his  stately  figure,  and 
his  spiritual  and  statesmanlike  endowment,  filled  men  with  reverence. 

He  had  a  great  influence  with  the  neighbouring  kings  and  princes,  who  often 
sought  his  advice  and  submitted  their  differences  to  him  for  settlement.13 

About  565,  he  carried  Christianity  very  successfully  to  the  Northern  Piets  in 
Alban.  He  selected  a  solitary  isle  known  as  I,  in  the  Hebrides,  as  a  desirable  centre 
for  his  activities;  and  his  cousin  Conal,  the  Scoto-Irish  king  in  Dal  Riada,  presented  it 
to  him  as  a  site  for  a  monastery  or  residence  for  himself  and  his  disciples.13  He  and 
twelve  disciples  built  the  monastery  of  logs  and  reeds  with  their  own  hands.  The 
monks  latinised  the  name  of  the  place  into  “Iona,”  and  it  became  famous  as  a  source 
of  great  teachers.  To  keep  up  a  succession  of  teachers,  he  later  erected  monasteries  in 
every  district;  and,  in  a  generation  or  two  after  him,  Christianity  became  the  universal 
religion  in  the  north  of  Alban  and  in  the  Islands.13 

By  both  his  teaching  and  his  example,  he  led  others  with  great  success  in  spreading 
widely  the  Christian  work  in  Britain  and  on  the  Continent.  The  Culdees,  who  were 
famous  for  their  great  missionary  work  in  Scotland,  England  and  Wales  before  their 
order  was  abruptly  turned  over  to  the  Roman  Church,  were  apparently  originated  by 
his  successors  to  ensure  the  further  extension  of  his  work.  As  Dr  Maclaughlan  wrote 
of  the  Culdees  Church,  it  had  pervaded  Scotland  with  the  knowledge  of  the  Gospel, 
had  filled  the  country  with  places  of  worship,  and  had  raised  it  to  a  place  of  no  little 
eminence  among  the  nations.  Their  teaching  and  their  example  were  based  on  faith, 
patience  and  prayer,  and  these  seem  to  have  had  very  happy  effects  on  the  rude  and 
warlike  people  of  those  early  days. 

Columba  died  at  his  beloved  Iona  in  597,  greatly  revered  in  a  large  part  of  the 
Christian  world. 
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CHAPTER  II 

THE  RACE  OF  CAIRBRE-RIADA 

In  Chapter  I,  the  traditional  history  of  the  early  high-kings  of  Erin  in  the  race  of 
Milidh  and  Heremon  was  outlined.  In  this  Chapter,  we  propose  to  discuss  a  collateral 
family  which,  according  to  the  tradition,  was  descended  from  Fiachra  Firmora,  a 
younger  son  of  Angus  Turmig,  the  81st  monarch  of  Erin.  It  is  the  paternal  line  of 
descent  of  Ere,  mother  of  the  MacEarcas,  and  thus  an  important  factor  in  the  genealogy 
of  the  later  families  which  are  under  study  here.  Indeed,  our  study  will  not  be  complete 
without  a  brief  reference  to  it. 

The  story  of  this  family  is  indicated  in  a  Gaelic  manuscript  which  was  published 
by  the  Iona  Society,  with  other  ancient  documents,  in  184 1,1  and  was  described  as 
“the  most  ancient  genealogical  manuscript  now  known  to  exist.”  It  is  part  of  the 
genealogy  of  King  David  I,  and  was  dated  1450.  It  was  claimed  that  its  accuracy  was 
established  by  notices  from  Irish  Annals  which  were  quoted  from  the  references ;  and 
its  place  in  our  story  is  indicated  in  Chart  //(schematically). 


Section  A.  The  Descent  of  Cairbre-Riada  from  Angus  Turmig 

It  was  shown  in  Section  C  of  the  previous  Chapter  that  Conn’s  younger  daughter, 
Saruit,  married  Connaire,  a  son  of  Mogh  Lamba.  The  descent  of  Connaire,  as  shown 
in  the  ancient  Gaelic  manuscript,  is  closely  associated  with  that  of  the  family  under 
study,  and  is  of  interest  here.  It  follows,  in  Gaelic: 


1 .  Oengus  turmig 

2.  Fiachra  firmora 

3.  Elela  arami 

4.  Feredaig 

5.  Forgo 

6.  Maine 

7.  Arandil 

8.  Roin 

9.  Rothir 

10.  Their 

11.  Rosin 

12.  Sin 

13.  Dedaid 


14.  lair 

15.  Elela 

16.  Eogami 

17.  Eterscenil 

18.  Conare  moir 

19.  Corbre  fadmoir 

20.  Dare  dornmoir 

21.  Corpre-crunpchimi 

22.  Luigdig  ellatig 

23.  Mogalanda 

24.  Conore 

25.  Echdach-riada 


(The  numbering  in  this  list  is  that  assigned  by  the  present  author  to  facilitate  any 
further  reference  to  these  individuals  herein,  or  elsewhere.) 

Little  further  information  seems  to  be  available  to  the  author  concerning  the 
individuals  in  the  list,  between  Angus  and  Connaire — 24. 


13 


Section  B.  The  Descent  from  Cairbre — 25  to  the  MacEarcas — Female  Line 

The  descent  from  Cairbre-Riada  to  Fergus  Mor  MacEarca,  a  younger  brother  of 
Lorn,  is  shown  in  the  continuation  of  the  above-noted  manuscript,  in  Gaelic,1  as 
follows: 

24.  Conore 

25.  Echdach  Riada 

26.  Fiachra  cheathmail 

27.  Achach  antoir 

28.  Achircir 

29.  Findfice 

30.  Cruitlinde 

31.  Senchomaic 

The  descent  shown  after  Fergus-38  in  the  manuscript  is  the  well-known  descent  of 
the  race  of  Fergus  Mor  MacEarca  in  the  line  of  Dalriadic  kings  in  Alban.  A  second 
lineage  quoted  in  the  same  reference,  but  in  English,  shows  his  brother  Lorn  as  a  “son 
of  Ere,  son  of  Eocha  muinreamhar,”  and  his  descendants  as  including  nine  who  are 
recognised  generally  as  Dalriadic  Kings  in  Alban  and  as  of  the  race  of  Lorn  Mor 
MacEarca.2  The  appropriate  part  of  this  latter  list,  in  English,  starts  as  follows: 

36.  Eocha  muinreamhar 

37.  Ere,  son  of  Eocha  muinreamhar 

38.  Lorn  the  Great,  son  of  Ere 

Incidentally,  notice  should  be  taken  here  of  the  fact  that  a  number  of  writers  show 
Ere  as  a  “son  of  Eocha”  or  as  a  “daughter  of  Lorn,”  which  seems  to  involve  a  double 
error.  Where  “son  of  Eocha”  is  used  regarding  Ere,  it  presumably  is  due  to  a  mis¬ 
reading  of  the  abbreviation  “f.”  which,  in  the  long  list  preceding  “Eire,”  refers  to  a 
son,  but  it  could  equally  mean  a  daughter,  as  in  Erc’s  case.  Her  father  was  Eocha. 
Again,  where  “daughter  of  Lorn”  is  used,  this  Lorn  was  not  the  father,  but  probably 
an  uncle,  of  Ere.  One  well-known  work  which  refers  to  Erc’s  father  about  fifteen  times, 
mixes  well  both  Lorn  and  Eocha  as  her  father,  and  in  the  Index  shows  both  as  her 
father;  this  confusion  in  a  great  work,  and  in  other  references,  probably  was  a  carry¬ 
over  from  an  earlier  writer’s  misreading  of  the  manuscript,  and  is  unfortunate. 

To  return  to  our  story,  Cairbre-Riada  became  a  general  under  his  famous  cousin,3 
Cormac-mac-Airt-3,  reputedly  the  115th  monarch.  He  obtained  permission  to  go  to 
the  Glens  of  Antrim,  in  Ulster,  to  clear  up  some  difficulty.  Succeeding  in  this,  he  was 
made  the  subsidiary  king  there,  and  his  territory  was  named  Dal  Riada,  /.<?.,  “The 
Portion  of  Riada.”  His  posterity  ruled  there  for  several  centuries  under  the  protection 
of  their  relatives,  the  High-kings.3  One  of  his  descendants,  Eocha  Muinreamhar,  had 
two  children:  firstly,  Ere,  from  whom  are  descended  the  Dalriadic  leaders  in  Alban; 
and,  secondly,  Olchu,  an  ancester  of  the  “Dalriads  of  Ulster.” 

Section  C.  The  Scoto-Irish  Colony  in  Alban 

Some  of  the  people  who  had  resented  Cairbre’s  activities  in  Ulster  fled  for  safety 
to  the  western  coasts  of  Alban,  and  they  appear  to  have  been  the  progenitors  of  the 
Attacots,4  who  aided  the  Piets  and  the  later  Scots  immigrants  against  the  Romans  in 
the  early  part  of  the  fifth  century.5 


32.  Fedelinthernamnaich 

33.  Oengusa  buiding 

34.  Fedelinthe  aislingig 

35.  Oengu  saprir 

36.  Achach  miraremuir 

37.  Eire 

38.  Fergusa 
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It  was  about  forty  years  after  Cairbre’s  taking-over  of  Dal  Riada  that  people  from 
that  area  started  a  slow  migration  to  the  western  coast  of  Alban,  settling  in  Argyle 
and  the  adjacent  islands,  which  was  further  north  than  the  previous  settlers.3  As  the 
people  in  Erin  were  known  to  the  outside  world  from  the  fourth  century  as  Scots  or 
Scoti,  the  immigrants  to  Alban  also  became  known  by  that  name. 

In  due  course,  Muireadhach— 10,  King  of  Aileach  and  son  ot  toghan,  married 
Ere,  the  daughter  of  Eocha  Muinreamhar  of  Dal  Riada,  by  whom  he  had  at  least 
four  sons,  Muirchertach,  Lorn,  Angus  and  Fergus.6  Muirchertach  became  a  great 
warrior  and,  in  time,  succeeded  his  father  as  King  of  Aileach;  eventually,  he  became 
High-king  of  Erin.  His  brothers  were  available  for  other  service,  when  required,  as 

will  appear  later. 

The  colony  in  Alban,  in  the  meantime,  became  quite  substantial,  by  natural 
increase  as  well  as  by  a  continuation  of  the  gradual  migration.  It  had  a  local  leader 
called  a  Taoiseach,  who  was  not  necessarily  a  military  man;  and  there  was  strife  with 
the  Piets  in  the  North  and  East,  and  with  the  Britons  of  Strathclyde  in  the  South. 
The  colony  was  in  difficulty.  Muirchertach,  the  King’s  military  leader  in  Dal  Riada, 
therefore  sent  his  three  brothers,  Lorn,  Angus  and  Fergus  over  to  Alban  about  474 
to  take  command  and  clear  up  the  situation,  which  they  did.  Angus  seems  to  have 
died  about  480.  About  485,  Fergus  was  chosen  king  of  the  Colony,  which  now  became 
the  Kingdom  of  Dal  Riada  in  Alban;  and  he  agreed  to  share  the  throne  with  his  elder 

brother,  Lorn. 

Such  was  the  story  of  Erin’s  great  colony,  in  its  early  days.  Within  the  next  four 
hundred  years,  it  had  united  with  the  Pictish  people  of  Alban ,  and  the  Scandinavians 
and  Saxons,  with  whom  they  had  had  frequent  struggles  for  supremacy,  had  given  the 
country  the  name  Scotland,  since  their  chief  opponents  there  were  the  Scots. 

The  stories  of  the  descendants  of  Lorn  and  Fergus  are  told  in  Chapters  III  and 
IV,  respectively. 


15 


CHAPTER  III 


THE  EARLY  CLANS  LORN,  MACNACHTAN  AND  MORGAN 


Soon  after  the  MacEarca  brothers  had  succeeded  in  driving  off  the  attackers,  Fergus 
and  Lorn  became  joint  Kings  of  the  former  Scoto-Irish  colony  in  Alban,  and  the 
people  of  the  colony  were  divided  into  four  clans  or  tribes.  These  clans  were  named 
according  to  the  first  chiefs  of  their  ruling  families,  namely,  those  of  Lorn,  Angus, 
Comgall  and  Gabran  (the  last  two  being  sons  of  Domangart,  son  of  Fergus).  They 
were  located  as  follows: 


Clan 1 

Cinel  Lorn 
„  Angus 
„  Comgall 
„  Gabran 


Occupying 

The  District  of  Lorn 

The  Islands  of  Islay  and  Jura. 

The  District  of  Comgall  (now  corrupted  to  Cowall). 
The  Districts  of  Argyle  proper  and  Kintyre. 


It  is  presumed  that  the  dividing  of  the  territory  of  Fergus  between  Comgall  and 
Gabran  was  due  to  the  fact  that,  after  Lorn’s  death,  Fergus  and  later  Domangart  were 
occupied  with  the  affairs  of  the  Kingdom  and  found  it  expedient  to  delegate  their  clan 
responsibility  to  Domangart’s  sons,  as  indicated.  This  would  be  even  more  likely  if, 
as  has  been  claimed  by  some  writers,  Fergus  and  his  son  ruled  for  a  time  over  the  two 
Dalriadic  Kingdoms,  in  Erin  and  Alban. 

The  joint  rule  of  the  Kingdom  by  Lorn  and  Fergus  lasted  until  the  death  of  Lorn 
ca.  496,  and  then  Fergus  ruled  alone  for  ten  years.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  son, 
Domangart,  for  four  years,  and  the  latter  by  his  sons  Comgall  and  Gabran  in  succes¬ 
sion.  After  the  death  of  Gabran,  the  descendants  in  their  two  lines  fought  intermittently 
but  fiercely  for  the  crown,  which  passed  from  one  group  to  the  other  until  621. 5  At 
that  time,  the  state  of  affairs  in  the  Kingdom,  due  to  this  warfare  and  to  attacks  from 
their  neighbours,  had  become  desperate.  In  the  meantime,  the  chiefs  of  Cinel  Lorn 
had  apparently  continued  to  govern  their  clan;  but,  in  that  year,  a  revolution  occurred, 
resulting  in  Ferchar  of  Cinel  Lorn  taking  the  throne,  which  he  held  for  sixteen  years. 
Thereafter,  for  about  two  hundred  years,  the  throne  was  almost  monopolised  by  his 
descendants  and  those  of  Gabran. 

During  all  this  time,  the  Kingdom  had  frequent  clashes  with  the  neighbouring 
Piets,  but  from  time  to  time  there  appear  to  have  been  peaceful  interludes.  In  one  of 
these,  Eocha  IV,  of  the  race  of  Gabran,  married  the  Pictish  Princess,  Urgusia;  and 
their  grandson,  Kenneth  MacAlpin,  claimed  the  Pictish  throne  in  right  of  his  grand¬ 
mother  in  839,  when  the  Pictish  King,  Uven,  was  killed  in  defending  his  country 
against  the  Vikings. 

Donald,  a  younger  son  of  Ferchar-fada,  was  the  progenitor  of  the  Clan  Mac- 
nachtan;2  and  another,  Donald,  a  great-great-grandson  of  Ferchar-fada,  seems  to 
have  been  the  father  of  Morgan,  the  progenitor  of  the  Clan  Morgan  and  its  succeeding 
clans. 


16 


Section  A.  The  Cinel  Lorn  and  the  Dalriadic  Kingdom  in  Alban 

(Chart  II) 

This  section  covers  a  brief  genealogy  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Cinel  Lorn  through  the 
royal  line  to  Morgan,  insofar  as  it  concerns  our  present  study.  The  numbering  m  the 
direct  line  of  descent  continues  as  in  Section  C  of  Chapter  I. 

1 1—  Lorn  Mor  MacEarca,  joint-King  of  Dalriada,  was  born  ca.  444,  the  2nd  son  of 
Muireadhach  and  Ere;  was  sent  by  his  eldest  brother,  Muirchertach,  about  474,  with  his 
other  brothers,  Angus  and  Fergus,  to  help  in  the  defence  of  the  Scoto-Irish  settlement 
in  Alban  against  the  Piets.  They  were  successful,  and  about  485  the  territory  of  the 
colony  was  divided  between  them  for  government,  as  shown  in  the  preamble  to  this 
Chapter.  About  the  same  time,  Fergus  was  chosen  King  of  the  Colony,  which  now 
became  “The  Kingdom  of  Dal  Riada  in  Alban.”  Lorn  was  dissatisfied  with  this 
arrangement,  so  Fergus  apparently  agreed  to  share  the  throne  with  him,  and  this 
arrangement  lasted  until  Lorn’s  death  about  496. 3 

The  chief  stronghold  of  the  tribe  of  Lorn  was  Dunolly  Castle,3  picturesquely 
located  on  a  fortified  summit  or  rock  at  the  entrance  to  the  sheltered  bay  of  Oban. 

Very  little  is  known  of  Lorn’s  next  five  successors  in  the  direct  line  of  descent, 
who  very  probably  served  as  chiefs  of  the  Clan.  These  were. 

12 —  Murdoch,  b.  ca.  473,  son  of  Lorn-11. 

13—  Eocha,  b.  ca.  495,  son  of  Murdoch-12. 

14—  Buadan,  b.  ca.  525,  son  of  Eocha-13. 

15—  Colman,  b.  ca.  559,  son  of  Buadan-14. 

16 —  Neachtan,  b.  ca.  581,  son  of  Colman-15. 

17 _ Ferchar  (or  Fergus),  King  of  Dal  Riada  in  Alban,  was  born  ca.  599,  son  of 

Neachtan-16;  led  a  revolution  about  621,  due  to  the  bad  state  of  affairs  in  the  King¬ 
dom,  and  seized  the  throne,  which  he  held  for  sixteen  years;5  he  was  the  first  of  nine 
of  Lorn’s  descendants  to  reach  the  throne  of  Dal  Riada;  and  he  died  in  637,  being 
succeeded  by  Donal  Breac,  of  the  race  of  Gabran. 

18—  Feredach,  b.  ca.  620,  son  of  Ferchar-17,  did  not  get  the  sceptre.  His  elder 
brother,  Dungal,  however,  kept  Conal  II  from  ruling  in  Lorn  and  ruled  there  himsel 

until  he  died. 

19—  Ferchar-fada,  “The  Long,”  King  of  Dal  Riada,  was  born  ca.  647,  son  of 
Feredach-18;  he  was  given  the  sceptre  on  the  death  of  Malduin  in  680,  due  to  the 
chaos  caused  by  the  continued  strife  and  by  the  killings  between  the  races  of  Comgall 
and  Gabran.5  During  the  next  hundred  and  fifty  years,  the  throne  was  almost  mono¬ 
polised  by  his  descendants  and  those  of  the  race  of  Gabran.  He  died  in  702  and  was 
succeeded  by  Eocha  Rineval.6  He  left  sons  Aincellach,  Selvach  and  Donald. 

20—  Aincellach,  “The  Good,”  King  of  Dal  Riada,  was  born  ca.  675,  son  of  Ferchar- 
fada;  had  an  excellent  disposition;  seized  the  throne  in  705,  but  in  706  was  dethroned 
by  his  brother,  Selvach,  and  forced  to  flee  to  Erin;  returned  in  718  to  reclaim  the 
throne,  due  to  Selvach’s  severe  cruelties;  but  was  killed  in  battle  at  Loch  Fyne  in 
719.6  He  left  sons  Muredach  and  Roderick. 

Selvach,  who  dethroned  his  brother  in  706,  attacked  the  Britons  of  Strathclyde  in 
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710  and  again  in  716;  repulsed  his  brother  fatally  in  719;  was  a  very  severe  and  cruel 
ruler,  causing  much  misery  to  his  people;  had  Kintyre  and  Argyle  taken  from  him  by 
Duncha-beg  of  the  Comgall  race  until  the  latter  died  in  721,  whereupon  Eocha  III  of 
Cinel  Gabran  kept  him  confined  to  Lorn;  and  he  died  in  729,  permitting  Eocha  to 
re-unite  the  Kingdom. 

Aincellach’s  younger  brother,  Donald,  appears  to  have  had  a  son,  Neachtan,  or 
Nachtan,  who  was  the  progenitor  of  the  Clan  Macnachtan,2  which  would  mean  that 
all  the  preceding  information  applies  to  that  Clan. 

21 —  Roderick,  born  ca.  723  and  second  son  of  Aincellach,  did  not  get  the  sceptre; 
and  our  line  diverges  from  the  Royal  Line  at  this  point. 

His  elder  brother,  Muredach,  succeeded  Eocha  III  in  733,  but  had  a  short  unfor¬ 
tunate  reign;  got  involved  in  war  with  Ungus  the  Great,  of  the  Northern  Piets, 
through  the  perfidy  of  Dungal,  a  son  of  Selvach,  who  had  carried  off  a  niece  of  Ungus; 
and  was  killed  in  battle  in  736. 7 

The  three  further  kings  from  the  race  of  Lorn,  at  this  time,  were  Muredach’s  son 
Eoghan,  grandson  Selvach  II,  and  great-grandson  Dungal. 

22 —  Catmel,  born  ca.  767,  probably  the  eldest  son  of  Roderick. 

23 —  Donald,  born  ca.  798,  seems  to  have  been  the  second  son  of  Catmel. 

Section  B.  The  Clan-mhic-Morgainn,  to  King  Lulach 

24 —  Morgan,  born  ca.  821,  son  of  Donald-23,2  seems  to  have  married  the  daughter 
of  a  prominent  Morayman  and  to  have  become  the  first  Mormaor  of  Moray  in  the 
race  of  Lorn,  probably  due  to  exceptional  services  rendered  to  his  wife’s  people. 
Being  also  the  great-great-grandson  of  one  king  of  Scotland,  and  the  grand-nephew 
or  cousin  of  several  other  kings,  it  is  quite  easy  to  understand  why  his  numerous 
descendants  should  be  referred  to  as  “Morganaich,”  or  sons  of  Morgan,  in  later 
generations.  It  seems  to  be  undisputed  that  the  Clan  Mackay  was  formerly  called  the 
Clan  Morgan,  indicating  that  it  was  descended  from  the  latter;8  and  Morgan  himself 
is  referred  to  as  “Morgan  of  Pluscarden,”  indicating  that  his  capital  was  located  at 
that  place,  six  miles  south-west  of  Elgin,  Morayshire.9 

25 —  Donald,  born  ca.  872,  the  eldest  son  of  Morgan,  seems  to  have  had  a  daughter 
who  was  a  great-grandmother  of  Aed’s  father.  He  also  seems  to  have  had  a  son  who 
was  a  progenitor  of  a  branch  of  the  Clan  which  supported  the  Scottish  kings  after  the 
death  of  Angus  MacEth  and  adopted  the  surname  Moray,  or  Moravia,  which  later 
became  modified  into  Murray;  some  of  these  apparently  became  chiefs  of  Clan 
Murray. 

26 —  Roderick,  b.  ca.  916  and  son  of  Donald-25,  was  probably  in  his  prime  when 
Malcolm  I  put  down  an  insurrection  of  Moraymen  under  Cellach,  their  Mormaor, 
who  was  slain  about  950. 10  The  latter  was  probably  a  nephew  of  Roderick’s  wife. 

27 —  Maelbridge,  b.  ca.  964  and  son  of  Roderick-26,  became  Mormaor  of  Moray, 
or  “Ri  Muireb;”  had  a  son  Gilcomgan,  and  also  a  son  Malcolm,  who  gave  lands  to  a 
monastery  in  Buchan  but  died  in  1029  ;12  and  he  was  accidentally  burnt  in  his  castle 
about  1033. 

His  brother,  Finnlaec,13  or  “Finlay  MacRory,’’  was  probably  the  second  son  of 
Roderick;  became  Mormaor  of  Ross;  married  Donada,  a  daughter  of  King  Malcolm  II ; 
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defended  Ross  for  forty  years  against  Norse  invaders  and  finally  drove  them  off. ^ 
He  was  assassinated  in  1020  by  some  of  his  nephews,  and  left  a  son,  Macbeth  (see 

28 _ Gilcomgan,  born  ca.  991,  was  son  of  Maelbndge  and  cousin  of  Macbeth 

became  Mormaor  of  Moray;  married  Gruoch,  sister  of  Boedhe  who  was  murdere 
by  Malcolm  II  for  Duncan’s  benefit;  had  a  son,  Lulach;  and  died  ca.  103o. 

29—  Lulach,  King  of  Scotland,  was  born  ca.  1031,  son  of  Gilcomgan  and  Gruoch, 
and  thus  a  great-grandson  of  Kenneth  III;  was  Mormaor  of  Moray  in  1057; 
became  step-son  of  his  cousin,  Macbeth,  when  the  latter  married  Gruoch,  in  1057 
became  King,  with  strong  Scottish  support,  on  Macbeth  s  death,  but  was  lelatively 
young,  inexperienced  and  not  able  to  withstand  Malcolm,  Duncan  s  son,  with  his 
strong  English  allies,  for  more  than  seven  months;  was  killed  at  Strath-bolgie  on 
Mar.  1 7,  1 058 ;  and  was  buried  at  Iona.  He  left  a  son  and  a  daughter. 

Lulach’s  son,  Maelsnechtan,  was  born  ca.  1054;  became  Mormaor  of  Moray  an 
his  people  kept  up  the  fight  against  the  usurper  until  his  death  in  1085,  without  issue. 

30—  Lulach’s  daughter,  born  ca.  1052,  married  Aed,  1st  Earl  of  Moray,  ca.  1077; 
and  had  a  son,  Angus,16  who  will  be  discussed  in  Chapter  V. 

Section  C.  A  Note  on  Macbeth 

In  discussing  Macbeth,  it  is  necessary  to  keep  in  mind  some  of  the  facts  concerning 
his  grandfather,  King  Malcolm  II.  Briefly,  this  Malcolm  had  challenged  his  cousin 
and  predecessor,  Kenneth  III,  for  the  crown;  and  the  latter  was  killed  in  1005^ 
Malcolm  became  King  as  Malcolm  II  and,  after  a  strenuous  reign,  died  of  wounds  in 
1034.  He  left  three  daughters: 

1.  Bethoc,  who  m.  Crinan,  lay  abbot  of  Dunkeld;  had  a  son,  Duncan. 

2.  Donada,  who  m.  Finnlaec,  Mormaor  of  Ross;  had  a  son,  Macbeth. 

3.  Thora,  who  m.  Sigurd,  Jarl  of  Orkney;  had  a  son,  Thorfinn. 

In  an  effort  to  restrict  the  succession  to  his  own  off-spring,  he  had  enacted  a  law 
making  female  heirs  eligible;  and,  in  1031,  murdered  “in  cold  blood  ,  B°edhe,  grand¬ 
son  of  Kenneth  III  and  the  only  surviving  direct  male  heir  of  Kenneth  MacAlpin. 
On  his  death,  his  supporters  promptly  claimed  the  throne  for  Duncan  in  accordance 
with  his  wishes;  and  the  latter  was  crowned,  but  without  popular  acclaim,  since  1 
was  known  that  he  favoured  further  warfare. 


Macbeth,  King  of  Scotland,  was  a  grandson  of  Malcolm  II;  but,  being  a  son  of 
Finnlaec,  he  was  also  a  member  of  the  Clan  Morgan  and  became  the  last  Mormaor  of 
Ross ;  thus,  he  was  a  leader  of  the  Northern  Piets,  who  had  never  accepted  the  Scottish 
rule  He  married  Gruoch,18  the  widow  of  his  cousin,  Gilcomgan-28,  and  mother  ot 
Lulach;  as  guardian  of  Lulach,  he  assumed  the  Mormaorship  of  Moray-  and  “ 
carried  its  resources  with  him  when  he  became  king  after  Duncan  s  death.  He  serv 
with  Duncan,  whom  he  must  have  considered  the  beneficiary  of  a  murder  and  a 
usurper,  in  a  very  costly  attack  on  Durham,  in  the  South,  and,  later,  in  an  advance 
against  their  cousin,  Thorfinn,  in  the  North.  In  the  course  of  the  latter,  however  he 
principal  sufferers  would  be  his  own  people  of  Ross  and  Moray,  who  had  rejected 
Duncan;  and  this  he  tried  to  avoid.  His  appeals  to  Duncan  were  in  vain.  The 
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defenders,  however,  were  alert,  and  fierce  fighting  seems  to  have  taken  place;  but  it 
appears  that  Duncan  soon  fell  into  the  hands  of  some  of  these  people  and  was 
“slain  by  his  subjects.”19 

It  has  been  frequently  asserted  that  Duncan  was  killed  by  Macbeth,  deliberately 
and  for  selfish  reasons;  but  this  is  unlikely.  Shakespeare’s  great  but  historically- 
incorrect  play  led  to  many  other  false  impressions  about  Macbeth,  and  there  is  no 
reason  to  believe  he  was  more  nearly-correct  in  this.  (It  has  been  claimed  that  Shake¬ 
speare  was  misled  by  a  mis-statement  in  R.  Hollinshed’s  “Chronicles”;  but  we  cannot 
enter  into  that  here.)  Macbeth  was  not  cruel  and  ambitious,  as  some  state.15 

Whoever  did  kill  Duncan,  if  it  were  deliberate  and  not  incidental  to  the  fighting, 
probably  did  it  primarily  to  save  Ross;  and  many  were  ready  to  do  this. 

However,  Macbeth  had  plenty  of  cause  to  get  rid  of  him,  in  the  light  of  the  times; 
first,  to  avenge  the  cold-blooded  murder  of  the  rightful  heir,  Macbeth’s  brother-in- 
law,  Boedhe;15  again,  his  wife  had  suffered  much  from  Malcolm’s  family  and  his  step¬ 
son’s  rights  were  seriously  threatened;  further,  as  Mormaor  of  Ross  and  Moray,  he 
was  the  principal  sufferer  from  the  calamitous  operations  of  Malcolm  and  Duncan, 
and  not  a  traitor,  as  some  have  suggested.15 

Macbeth  as  King  would  offer  the  best  prospect  of  re-uniting  the  country  when 
Thorfinn’s  grip  slipped  or  when  Scotland  regained  some  stability;  and  he  was  soon 
made  King,  “with  the  support  of  the  Scottish  people.  He  reigned  successfully  for 
seventeen  years.”14  With  the  northern  part  of  the  country  held  strongly  by  the  powerful 
Thorfinn,  the  Scottish  army  almost  crushed,  and  the  English  ever  ready  to  attack  in 
the  South,  he  prudently  decided  to  conserve  his  resources  and  bide  his  time  before 
reclaimimg  Moray.  The  wisdom  of  this  course  was  amply  demonstrated,  until  Duncan’s 
son  Malcolm  appeared  on  the  scene  with  a  large  army  from  England. 

He  was  a  man  of  great  vigour,  and  proved  to  be  just,  humane,  and  an  able  and 
accomplished  ruler;14  was  said  to  be  the  first  king  of  Scotland  to  appear  as  a  benefactor 
of  the  Church;  and  his  reign  was  one  of  plenty.  He  has  been  hailed  as  one  of  Scotland’s 
greatest  kings ;  and  the  length  of  his  reign  indicates  that  he  must  have  been  acceptable 
to  the  Scottish  people ;  it  ended  only  when  he  was  ousted  by  an  overwhelming  English 
army  after  a  three-years’  struggle.  In  1057,  he  was  defeated  at  Lumphanon,  and  killed, 
by  Duncan’s  son,  Malcolm,  with  the  help  of  that  army;15  and  was  buried  at  Iona.  He 
is  said  to  have  left  at  least  two  young  sons,  Cormac  and  Thorfinn,  whom  he  had  never 
favoured  at  Lulach’s  expense.  His  supporters  set  up  his  cousin  and  stepson,  Lulach, 
as  his  successor20  (probably  at  Macbeth’s  own  suggestion),  due  to  the  danger  from 
Malcolm  and  his  strong  English  allies. 
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CHAPTER  IV 

THE  DALRTADIC,  PTCTISH  AND  SCOTTISH  KINGS, 

TO  LULACH 

In  Chapters  I  and  III,  we  showed  the  descent  in  the  male  line  from  the  early  High- 
kings  of  Erin,  through  Lorn  Mor  MacEarca  and  some  of  the  Dalriadic  Kings  in 
Alban,  to  Lulach,  King  of  Scotland.  We  now  propose  to  show  the  descent  of  Lulach 
on  his  mother’s  paternal  side,  which  is  from  the  same  Scoto-Irish  Kings  but  through 
Fergus  (a  younger  brother  of  Lorn),  and  his  grandson,  Gabran. 

The  latter  is  the  line  from  Fergus  which  shared  the  throne  of  the  Dalriadic  King¬ 
dom  in  Alban  intermittently  with  the  collateral  races  of  Lorn  and  Comgall  until,  in 
843, 1  Kenneth  MacAlpin,  a  Scoto-Irish  prince,  united  this  kingdom  with  that  of  the 
Piets.  After  that  event,  with  the  combined  resources  of  the  two  kingdoms  at  their 

disposal,  Kenneth  and  his  descendants  were  able  to  retain  the  throne  in  the  race  of 
Gabran. 

After  the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms,  too,  there  was  a  gradual  fusion  of  the  two 
peoples,  so  that  in  the  course  of  time  they  became  essentially  one,  speaking  one 
language,  obeying  the  same  laws,  and  following  the  same  manners  and  customs  in 
most  respects.  It  was  a  major  event  in  the  history  of  Alban,  which  facilitated  the 
defence  of  the  country  against  the  increasing  and  fierce  raids  of  the  Norsemen,  and 
eventually  led  to  the  uniting  of  all  territory  north  of  the  Solway  Firth  and  the  Tweed 

into  one  great  kingdom.  This  combined  kingdom  soon  became  known  to  the  outside 
world  as  Scotland. 

Through  that  union,  also,  the  Pictish  Royal  Family  became  an  important  factor 
in  the  genealogy  of  the  families  under  study  here;  and  our  story  would  not  be  complete 
without  a  brief  review  of  it. 

This  Chapter  will,  therefore,  be  divided  into  three  Sections,  reviewing  respectively 
the  stories  of  the  royal  descendants  of  Fergus,  the  Kings  of  the  Piets,  and  those  of  the 
united  kingdom  of  the  Scots  and  Piets,  to  their  descendant  Lulach. 

Since  the  information  in  this  Chapter  includes  a  line  of  descent  from  Gabran  to 
Lulach,  i.e.,  on  the  female  side,  which  is  parallel  to,  but  not  a  part  of,  the  direct  male 
line  which  was  discussed  in  Chapters  I  and  II,  a  modification  of  the  numbering 
arrangement  will  be  used  with  it,  as  indicated  in  Section  A. 


Section  A.  The  Royal  Descent  from  Fergus  to  Kenneth  MacAlpin 

(Chart  III) 

This  Section  covers  a  brief  genealogy  of  the  family  of  Fergus,  the  first  king  of  Dal 
Riada  in  Alban,  insofar  as  it  concerns  our  present  study,  until,  in  843,  Kenneth 
MacAlpin  united  this  kingdom  with  that  of  the  Piets. 

The  information  in  this  Section  covers  a  line  of  descent  from  Muireadhach-10, 
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thus  parallelling  that  shown  in  Section  A  of  Chapter  III,  and  should  duplicate  its 
Generation  Numbers.  Therefore,  in  order  to  avoid  confusion,  when  reference  is  made 
elsewhere  to  persons  listed  here,  care  should  be  taken  to  refer  to  this  Chapter  thus: 
No.  13  of  Chapter  IV. 


1 1— Fergus  Mor  MacEarca,  b.  ca.  454,  was  the  youngest-known  son  of  Muread- 
hach,  son  of  Eoghan,  son  of  Niall  Mor  “of  the  Nine  Hostages,”  and  was  sent  by  his 
eldest  brother,  Muirchertach,  ca.  474,  with  his  other  brothers,  Lorn  and  Angus,  to 
take  command  in  the  Scoto-Irish  Colony  in  Alban  and  defend  it  against  its  neighbours 
(the  latter  were  the  Britons  of  Strathclyde  in  the  South,  and  the  Piets  to  the  North  and 
East).  They  were  successful;  and  about  485  it  was  decided  that  they  should  divide  the 
Colony  into  Clans  or  Tribes  for  each  to  govern.  Soon  afterwards,  Fergus  was  chosen 
by  his  people  in  Alban  as  King  of  the  Colony,  which  became  known  as  “The  Kingdom 
of  Dal  Riada  in  Alban,”  though  still  under  tribute  to  the  King  in  Erin.  Later,  Fergus 
and  his  son,  Domangart,  were  busy  with  the  affairs  of  the  Kingdom,  so  they  divided 
their  tribal  territory  between  the  two  grandsons,  Gabran  and  Comgall,  for  govern¬ 
ment.  Angus  died  about  481. 

For  his  coronation,  Fergus  asked  Muirchertach  for  the  Stone  of  Destiny,  or  “Lia 
Fail,  and  got  it.2  Lorn,  however,  seems  to  have  been  unhappy  about  the  new  arrange¬ 
ment,  so  Fergus  made  him  joint  King.  After  Lorn’s  death  about  ten  years  later,  Fergus 
ruled  alone;  and  he  died  ca.  506.3 

12  Domangart,  son  of  Fergus,  had  a  troubled  reign  of  about  four  years,  and  died 
when  about  fifty-six  years  of  age.3  He  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Comgall,  who  had  a 
relatively-peaceful  reign  of  twenty-four  years,  but  managed  to  extend  his  settlement. 

13— Gabran,  son  of  Domangart,  succeeded  his  brother,  Comgall,  in  534.  He 
apparently  had  to  defend  his  kingdom  against  attempted  encroachment  by  his 
neighbours,  and  he  was  slain  in  557  in  a  battle  with  the  Piets  under  their  King,  Brude. 
He  was  succeeded  by  Conall,  son  of  Comgall,  who  reigned  for  fifteen  years  and  pre¬ 
sented  the  Isle  of  I  to  his  cousin  Columba.  (It  became  famous  as  Iona.)  A  civil  war 
followed  his  death  in  571,  in  which  his  son,  Duncan,  was  killed  in  a  bloody  battle  at 
Loro,  in  Kintyre,  in  575. 

14  Aidan,  son  of  Gabran  and  winner  of  the  civil  war,  had  been  inaugurated  by 
Columba  at  Iona  about  574,  and  he  now  took  the  throne.  He  was  involved  in  frequent 
fighting  with  the  Saxons  from  England,  and  in  most  of  his  battles  was  defeated, 
greatly  weakening  his  nation.  He  attended  the  Council  at  Drum-keat  in  Ulster  in 
590,  and  secured  release  from  having  to  pay  the  homage  to  the  Kings  of  Erin  that  his 
predecessors  had  had  to  pay.  He  died  in  605,  when  eighty  years  old. 

15  Eocha-Bui,  son  of  Aidan,  ruled  for  seventeen  years,  and  for  a  time  carried  on 
a  war  with  the  Cruithne  of  Ulster.  He  died  in  622. 

His  son,  Kenneth-cear,  ruled  for  about  three  months  and  was  killed  in  battle.  The 
affairs  of  the  country  had  been  gradually  getting  into  bad  shape,  due  to  the  internal 
struggles  and  to  fighting  with  neighbours;  and  a  revolution  took  place  in  which 
Ferchar  of  the  race  of  Lorn  took  the  throne;  he  held  it  for  sixteen  years. 

16— Donal-Breac,  “Freckled,”  son  of  Eocha-bui,  succeeded  about  637.  He  had 
been  a  distinguished  fighter  in  the  wars  with  the  Cruithne  in  Erin.  However,  he  was 
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persuaded  unwisely  to  assist  Comgall-Claen  of  the  Cruithne  there  against  the  High- 
king  in  637  and  was  completely  defeated  at  Magh-Rath.  He  was  also  defeated  by  the 
Piets  at  Glenmorison ;  and  he  was  killed  at  Strathcarron  in  642.4 

He  was  succeeded  by  Conal  II,  grandson  of  Conall  I,  in  Kintyre  and  Argyle,  and 
by  Dungal  of  Lorn,  in  Lorn.  Conal  died  in  652  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Donal- 
duin  for  thirteen  years,  and  then  by  Malduin,  brother  of  Donal,  for  fifteen  years. 

17 —  Domangart,  son  of  Donal-breac,  was  murdered  in  672  in  a  bitter  family  feud> 
and  Conal,  son  of  Malduin,  in  675;  they  did  not  reach  the  throne.  In  a  revolution, 
following  Malduin’s  death,  Fercher-fada  of  Lorn,  was  called  to  the  throne.  He  died 
in  702.5 

18 —  Eocha-Rineval,  son  of  Domangart,  had  a  short  reign,  and  was  succeeded  by 
Ainbhcellach  and  then  Selvach  of  Lorn,  and  Duncha-beg  of  Comgall,  who  struggled 
between  them  for  the  power. 

19—  Eocha  III,  son  of  Eocha-rineval,  succeeded  Duncha-beg  in  721  and  re-united 
the  Kingdom  on  Selvach’s  death  in  729.  He  died  in  733,  and  was  succeeded  by 
Muredach  and  later  by  Eoghan,  both  of  Lorn. 

20 —  Aodh-finn,  son  of  Eocha  III,  succeeded  Eoghan  in  739.  He  fought  against  the 
Piets,  and  died  in  769  after  a  splendid  reign  of  thirty  years.  He  was  succeeded  by  his 
son,  Fergus  II,  who  reigned  for  only  three  years  and  was  followed  by  Selvach  II  of 
Lorn  for  twenty-four  years. 

21 —  Eocha  IV,  brother  of  Fergus,  came  to  the  throne  in  796.  Probably  the  most 
important  event  of  his  time  was  his  marriage  to  Urgusia,  daughter  of  Urguist  of  the 
Piets,  which  enabled  his  grandson  Kenneth,  to  successfully  claim  the  Pictish  crown 
some  years  later.  He  died  in  826  after  a  prosperous  reign,  and  was  followed  by  Dungal 
of  Lorn,  who  reigned  for  a  stormy  seven  years. 

22 —  Alpin,  son  of  Eocha  IV  and  the  first  of  the  Scoto-Pictish  line  of  Kings  in  Dal 
Riada,  succeeded  Dungal.  He  was  killed  in  Strathclyde  in  836;  and  was  succeeded  by 
his  son,  Kenneth,  who  will  be  discussed  in  Section  C  hereof. 


Section  B.  The  Piets  and  their  Kings 
1.  The  Pictish  Race 

According  to  the  Irish  traditions,  referred  to  in  Chapter  I,  Section  A,  the  Piets  or 
Cruithne  originated  in  Scythia  and  came  to  Erin  via  Thrace,  soon  after  the  Milesians, 
or  Scoti.  They  were  not  permitted  to  remain  in  Erin,  but  were  advised  to  go  over  to 
Alban.  It  is  said  that  they  were  given  as  wives  the  widows  of  slain  warriors.  Some  of 
this  may  be  true,  since  they  probably  originated  in  Scythia  and  spent  many  years 
somewhere,  possibly  in  Greece,  before  going  on  to  Erin;  but  it  is  probable  that  they 
obtained  wives  in  Alban.  At  any  rate,  they  soon  overcame  the  resistance  of  the  thinly- 
settled  Albiones,  whom  they  treated  very  harshly;  siezed  their  women;6  and  settled 
near  the  Western  Coast. 

The  first  group  probably  arrived  in  Alban  about  501  b.c.  and  consisted  of  about 
four  hundred  in  seven  boats.  It  is  estimated  that  about  5200  reached  their  new  home 
during  the  next  few  years.  They  had  a  leader  or  Mormaor  named  Cruethen,  who, 


24 


about  fifteen  years  later,  divided  the  captured  territory  between  his  seven  sons,  for 
them  to  govern  as  provincial  leaders;  and  named  the  seven  parts  as  follows: 

Ce  (for  Keith  or  Mar)  Fidach  (for  Moray) 

Cirig  (for  Magh-circinn)  Fotla  (for  Ath-Fodle  or  Athol) 

Cait  (for  Caithness)  Fortren  (for  Menteith) 

Fib  (for  Fife) 

The  population  probably  increased  rapidly.  Cruethen,  or  Cathluan,  seems  to  have 
been  born  ca.  535  b.c.  and  to  have  died  about  484  b.c.  ;  and  one  of  his  sons  was  soon 
able  to  exert  control  over  all  the  provinces. 

We  have  to  thank  the  Romans  for  the  first  detailed  description  of  the  Piets.  They 
described  them  as  of  larger  stature  than  themselves,  and  distinguished  by  ruddy 
locks  and  lusty  limbs.7  They  called  them  Caledonians.  Herodian  wrote  about  420  a.d. 
that  they  were  in  the  habit  of  painting  their  bodies  with  figures  of  animals  and  that 
they  wore  no  clothes  in  order  that  these  figures  might  be  preserved  and  exhibited,  to 
impress  their  enemies.  An  account  said  that  the  Britons  in  Caesar’s  time  “were 
attacked  by  the  half-naked  Piets  and  Irish.”8  It  has  been  suggested  that  their  name 
may  have  referred  to  the  “pictures”  which  covered  them. 

The  Piets  were  fine  fighters,  but  they  were  inclined  to  fight  as  individual  tribes, 
instead  of  uniting.  However,  before  the  Battle  of  Mons  Grampius,  they  united  under 
one  chief,  Galgacus,  to  resist  the  Romans  under  Agricola  in  a.d.  80,  and  this  may 
have  been  the  origin  of  the  Ard  Righ,  or  Supreme  King,  in  Alban.  It  appears,  from 
Roman  references,  that  the  Piets  of  the  Scottish  Highlands  offered  a  far  more  formid¬ 
able  resistance  to  the  Roman  arms  than  had  theretofore  been  provided  by  any  other  of 
the  British  tribes ;  and  strong  walls  and  forts  had  to  be  built  to  resist  them.9 

After  the  Romans  withdrew  from  Britain,  the  Britons,  who  had  learned  to  depend 
on  them  for  protection  against  their  neighbours,  suffered  severely  from  the  Pictish 
attacks  and  called  upon  the  Saxons  to  help  them. 

In  the  course  of  time,  the  rulers  of  the  seven  provinces  became  known  as  Mormaors 
(Great  Officers).  In  times  of  peace,  they  were  all  but  independent  sovereigns;  but,  in 
times  of  public  danger,  they  assembled  with  their  people  under  the  banner  of  the  Ard 
Righ,  as  vassals  of  the  Crown.  In  the  tenth  century,  there  appear  to  have  been  nine 
mormaors,  Ross  and  Aberdeen  having  been  added  to  the  list.  Those  of  Moray  and 
Ross,  at  least,  were  connected  to  the  Royal  Family,  apparently  through  the  House  of 
Morgan. 

Eventually,  the  Piets  became  organised  as  two  distinct  Kingdoms,  separated  by 
the  Grampians  into  the  Northern  and  Southern  Piets. 

These  people  originally  were  probably  druidic  in  religion;  but  Christianity  was 
brought  to  the  Southern  Piets  by  Ninion  about  420;  and  to  the  Northern  Piets  by 
Columba  of  Iona,  who  converted  King  Brude  about  568.  The  Piets  in  the  Orkneys  were 
apparently  Christians  from  then  until  overcome  by  the  pagan  Norse  in  the  eighth 
century. 

2.  The  Pictish  Kings  (Chart  IV) 

Information  regarding  the  Kings  of  the  Piets  is  very  sketchy,  only  incidental 
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Chart  151. 


Kings  of  the  Piets.  451-843, 


(Suggested  Genealogy. ) 
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references  being  made  to  them,  as  a  rule,  as  in  connection  with  the  marriages  of  their 
daughters,  thus:10 

(a)  Crimthann  Niadh  Nar,  High-king,  married  a  daughter  of  Loich,  son  of 
Darletus,  King  of  the  Piets  in  Britain. 

(b)  Fiacha  Fionn  Ola,  High-king,  married  Ethne,  daughter  of  Imghael,  King  of 
the  Piets  in  Alban,  a.d.  52. 

(c)  Conn  Ceadcatha,  High-king,  married  Aefa,  daughter  of  Alpin,  King  of  the 
Piets  in  Alban. 


However,  the  poem,  “Albanic  Duan,”  referred  to  as  “the  most  ancient  monument 
of  Dalriadic  history  extant,”  removed  the  haze  somewhat  by  stating  that  the  Cruithne 
acquired  the  Western  Region  of  Alban  after  crossing  from  the  plains  of  Erin,  and 
that  there  were  “seventy  noble  kings  of  them.”  Burke’s  “Peerage”  shows  Brude 
MacMaelcon,  565  (#13  on  our  Chart  IV),  as  the  49th  and  Constantine  as  the  71st. 
The  five  kings  who  followed  Constantine  for  very  short  periods  would  seem  to  bring 
the  total  to  seventy-six  kings. 

A  chronological  list  of  the  last  forty  of  the  kings,  according  to  the  Pictish 
Chronicle,11  shows  these  as  having  ruled  between  451  and  843  (see  Appendix  “A” 
hereto),  or  an  average  of  slightly  under  ten  years  each.  If  seventy,  or  even  seventy-six, 
kings  ruled  between  450  b.c.  and  843  a.d.,  or  an  average  of  about  18.5  years  each, 
the  figure  seems  unreasonable,  since  it  includes  forty  kings  at  an  average  of  under 
ten  years  each.  Or,  to  put  it  another  way,  thirty  kings  between  450  b.c.  and  451  a.d. 
gives  an  average  of  thirty  years  each.  With  the  heavy  mortality  amongst  the  kings 
arising  from  the  frequent  wars  of  those  times,  this  seems  ridiculous;  and  it  may 
confirm  the  absence  of  Supreme  Kings  in  Alban  over  a  long  part  of  that  period. 

The  Author  has  spent  much  time  in  trying  to  sort  out  the  last  forty  of  the  kings 
and  prepare  a  genealogical  chart  of  them;  and  submits  Chart  IV  as  probably  being 
reasonably  accurate.  (It  should  be  noted  that  there  was  no  plan  of  direct  lineal  succes¬ 
sion  in  the  male  line  in  effect;  however,  it  appears  that  this  was  due  to  the  mode  of 
succession  followed  by  the  Piets,  which  was  from  collaterals  in  the  female  line.  This 
tended  to  widen  the  eligibility  and  require  the  choice  of  a  leader  from  several  eligibles, 
which  might  be  a  direct  invitation  to  a  strong  unsuccessful  candidate  to  start  a  civil 
war.)  The  chart  indicates  thirteen  generations  in  the  direct  male  line  of  descent  from 
Aniel  to  Urgusia,  who  married  Eocha  IV,  the  Scoto-Irish  king,  as  follows: 


1 .  Aniel,  a  brother  of  Erp 

2.  Girom,  a  son  of  Aniel 

3.  Mailcon,  son  of  Girom 

4.  Bridei,  son  of  Mailcon 

5.  Wid,  son  of  Bridei 

6.  Bridei,  son  of  Wid 

7.  Bili,  son  of  Bridei  II 

(The  kings  are  numbered  on  the  Chart 
gical  List,  per  Appendix  “A,”  showing  hov 


8.  Dereli,  son  of  Bili 

9.  Elpin,  son  of  Dereli 

10.  Wirguist,  son  of  Elpin 

1 1 .  Bridei,  son  of  Wirguist 

12.  Urguist,  son  of  Bridei  V 

13.  Urgusia,  daughter  of  Urguist 

in  accordance  with  that  on  the  Chronolo- 
r  the  succession  was  passed  around.) 


Around  the  time  of  the  Roman  abandonment  of  Britain,  the  Piets  were  under  the 
sway  of  Drust,  the  son  of  Erp,  who  is  said  to  have  lived  one  hundred  years  and  fought 
one  hundred  battles.11  He  was  succeeded  in  451  by  Talorc,  a  son  of  Aniel,  who  seems 
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to  have  been  succeeded  after  four  years  by  Necton  Morbet,  probably  a  brother  of 
Drust.  Thenceforth,  the  succession  seems  to  have  been  confined  to  the  descendants 
of  Aniel. 

Bridei  or  Brude,  son  of  Mailcon,  and  a  powerful  prince,  reigned  over  the  Northern 
Piets,  556-586,  and  possibly  over  the  Southern  Piets  as  well.  Columba,  being  con¬ 
cerned  with  converting  the  Northern  Piets,  since  the  Southern  group  had  apparently 
been  converted  by  Ninian,  360-432,  considered  that  his  work  would  be  more  readily 
accomplished  if  he  could  convert  Brude.  After  a  great  deal  of  patient  persuasion,  he 
succeeded;  and  thereafter  he  received  full  assistance  from  the  King. 

Brude  must  have  held  sway  in  the  Orkneys  also,  since  Columba  requested  him  to 
protect  Cormac  and  other  clerics  who  were  on  a  mission  there ;  and  it  was  due  to  this 
that  their  lives  were  spared. 

There  seems  to  have  been  almost  unceasing  warfare  in  those  early  days  between 
the  Piets,  Scots,  Britons  of  Strathclyde,  the  English  and  the  Danes  (or  Norse).  Among 
the  recorded  items  affecting  the  Piets  are  the  following:12 

(1)  Brude  defeated  the  Scoto-Irish  in  557,  killing  Aidan. 

(2)  Kenneth,  son  of  Luthrin,  fought  a  domestic  battle  at  Lindores,  621. 

(3)  In  682,  the  Orkneys  were  wasted  by  Brude  MacBili  and  brought  under  the 
rule  of  the  Northern  Pictish  Kings. 

(4)  At  Dun-Nechtan  in  685,  and  again  in  699,  the  Piets  under  Brude  MacDerili 
defeated  the  Saxons  under  Egfred. 

(5)  In  710,  Brude  MacDerili  was  defeated  by  the  Saxons  and  killed. 

(6)  Ungus  repulsed  an  attack  in  740  by  Eadbert  of  Northumbria;  and,  in  750, 
defeated  the  Britons  of  Cumbria.  He  appears  to  have  been  a  very  powerful 
king,  and  a  tough  enemy. 

(7)  Constantine  overcame  Conal,  son  of  Tarla,  in  799,  to  succeed  him  on  the 
throne. 

King  Nechtan  caused  much  bitterness  and  distress  by  his  edicts  of  714  and  717 
expelling  from  his  dominions  all  the  Columba  clergy  who  would  not  conform  to 
Rome!  The  persecution  is  said  to  have  been  exceedingly  severe.13  This  betrayal  of  his 
Church  handed  over  to  the  Roman  denomination  all  the  wonderful  benefit  of  the 
great  pioneer  work  which  had  been  done  for  Christ  by  Columba  and  his  followers  in 
that  territory,  and  probably  helped  eventually  in  extinguishing  the  Pictish  dynasty. 
(Apparently,  the  Columba  Church  stood  for  learning  and  culture;  and  their  clerics 
did  not  crop  their  hair,  as  the  Roman  clerics  did.  There  was  also  a  difference  of 
opinion  regarding  the  date  of  Easter.) 

Around  this  time,  there  appeared  a  new  enemy,  who  eventually  brought  disaster 
to  the  Pictish  nation  and  opened  the  way  to  victory  for  Kenneth  MacAlpin.  The 
Vikings,  or  “Norsemen,”  from  Scandinavia,  had  ravaged  first  the  coasts  of  the  Baltic, 
and,  in  787,  the  east  coast  of  England.  After  a  few  years,  they  attacked  the  Caledonian 
shores,  and  then  Iona,  which  they  ravaged.  In  839,  they  entered  the  Pictish  territories 
and,  in  a  terrific  struggle,  defeated  the  Piets  under  King  Uven,  killing  the  King,  his 
brother,  Bran,  and  many  of  their  chiefs.  The  Piets  were  severely  hurt  by  this  defeat,14 
and  never  recovered  from  it. 

Uven  was  succeeded  by  his  cousin,  Wrad,  the  son  of  Bargoit;  and  King  Kenneth 
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MacAlpin  of  Dal  Riada  claimed  the  Pictish  throne  in  right  of  his  grandmother,  in 
accordance  with  the  principle  of  succession  on  the  female  side  that  had  prevailed 
amongst  the  Piets.  However,  there  were  still  some  Pictish  princes  eligible  and  in  the 
running. 

Wrad  died  of  wounds  when  Kenneth  attacked  in  842,  and  was  succeeded  by  his 
cousin,  Bred,  a  son  of  Uven.  Despite  the  defeat  in  839  and  the  very  heavy  losses 
sustained  then  and  later,  the  Piets  put  up  an  arduous  resistance  to  this  aggression; 
but  in  843  they  were  worn  out  and  Kenneth  routed  them  in  battle.15  Bred  managed  to 
escape  and  probably  left  the  country,  whilst  Kenneth  took  the  Pictish  throne  and 
united  the  two  nations  under  his  rule. 

Section  C.  The  Scoto-Pictish  Kings  to  Lulach  (with  Chart  III) 

Kenneth  MacAlpin  had  claimed  the  Dalriadic  and  Pictish  thrones  as  his  by  right 
of  inheritance ;  but  the  Piets  did  not  like  the  idea  of  being  taken  over  by  their  ancient 
enemies,  and,  despite  their  greatly-weakened  condition,  had  made  Kenneth  fight  for 
their  throne.  Nevertheless,  Kenneth  did  in  fact  represent  both  of  the  royal  lines,  and 
he  does  not  appear  to  have  had  too  much  difficulty  in  subsequently  uniting  the  two 
nations  into  one,16  except  probably  in  the  North. 

This  Section  covers  the  descent  of  the  Royal  Line  of  the  united  kingdoms  from 
Kenneth  to  King  Lulach,  on  his  mother’s  side.  For  this  purpose,  the  numbering 
arrangement  as  in  Section  A  hereof  will  be  continued  here. 


23 —  Kenneth  I,  born  ca.  797,  succeeded  his  father,  Alpin,  in  836.  He  was  of  a 
vigorous,  warlike  disposition,  so  he  soon  avenged  the  death  of  his  father  south  of  the 
Clyde.  On  the  death  in  battle  of  the  Pictish  King,  Uven,  in  839,  after  a  distracted 
reign  of  three  years,  and  the  accession  of  Wred,  Kenneth  claimed  the  Pictish  throne 
in  right  of  Urgusia,  his  grandmother,  according  to  the  Pictish  principle  of  succession. 
The  Piets  had  been  greatly  weakened  by  the  fierce  inroads  of  the  Vikings  and,  when 
Wred  died  in  842,  Kenneth  was  able,  but  after  an  arduous  struggle,  to  wrest  the 
sceptre  from  Bred,  his  successor,  in  843. 

Incidentally,  whilst  Kenneth  had  claimed  the  Pictish  crown  in  accordance  with  the 
Pictish  principle  of  succession,  he  soon  substituted  for  it  the  Irish  custom  of  succession 
of  collaterals  in  the  male  line.  After  a  brilliant  and  successful  reign,  he  died  at  Forteviot, 
the  Pictish  capital,  near  Perth,  in  859;  and  was  succeeded  by  his  brother,  Donald  I, 
who  reigned  for  only  four  years.17 

24 —  Constantine  I,  son  of  Kenneth,  followed  his  uncle  and  soon  found  himself 
involved  in  dreadful  strife  with  the  Vikings.  He  died  in  881,  when  repelling  a  Viking 
attack.  During  his  time,  the  great  fortress  of  Alcuit  in  Strathclyde  was  captured  by 
Olaf  the  White  in  870,  after  a  four-months’  siege,  thus  ending  the  freedom  of  the  last 
independent  Britons  in  the  North. 

Constantine  was  succeeded  by  his  brother,  Aodh,  or  Hugh,  who  had  a  short  but 
troublesome  reign;  Grig,  Mormaor  of  the  country  between  the  Dee  and  the  Spey, 
claimed  the  crown ;  Aodh  tried  to  put  him  down,  without  success,  and  died  of  wounds 
in  892.  Grig  now  took  over,  together  with  Eocha,  a  son  of  Kenneth  MacAlpin’s 
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daughter  by  the  King  of  Strathclyde,  but  they  were  forced  to  abdicate  in  893  by 
Eocha’s  cousin,  Donald. 

25—  Donald  II,  son  of  Constantine,  had  to  resist  more  piratical  raids  by  the  Danes, 
defeating  them  near  Scone,  and  again  near  Forteviot,  in  904,  where  their  leader  was 
killed;  but  Donald  also  died  there.  It  is  notable  that,  in  his  reign,  the  Kings  were  no 
longer  called  “Reges  Pictorum”  by  the  Irish  annalists,  but  “Ri  Alban,”  or  Kings  of 
Alban.  In  the  Pictish  Chronicle,  “Pictavia”  was  replaced  by  Albania. 

Constantine  II,  son  of  Aodh,  reigning  next,  had  an  unusually -long  reign  and  had 
to  sustain  repeated  attacks  by  the  Danes,  or  “Norsemen.”  After  a  defeat  at  the 
Humber  by  King  Athelstan  of  England  in  937,  he  resigned  to  become  Abbot  of  St 
Andrew’s.18  It  was  about  this  time  that  the  name  Scotland  was  given  to  the  Kingdom 
by  the  Saxons,  who  had  previously  given  it  to  Ireland. 

26 —  Malcolm  I,  son  of  Donald  II,  obtained  the  abdicated  throne.  He  was  a  prince 
of  great  ability,  and  Edmund  of  England  ceded  Cumbria,  then  consisting  of  Cumber¬ 
land  and  part  of  Westmorland,  to  him  in  945,  on  condition  that  he  would  defend  that 
northern  territory  and  become  his  ally.  He  put  down  an  insurrection  of  the  Moraymen 
under  Cellach,  their  Mormaor,  whom  he  slew ;  but  later  he  himself  was  slain  in  Moray 
in  revenge  for  this.18 

Indulph,  son  of  Constantine  II,  succeeded  in  953.  He  survived  many  fights  with 
the  Danes,  but  was  killed  in  a  successful  action  with  them  in  961. 

27 —  Duff,  son  of  Malcolm  I,  succeeded  Indulph  but  was  challenged  by  the  latter’s 
son,  Colin.  In  a  battle,  possibly  at  Crieff,  Duff  won  but  lost  some  prominent  sup¬ 
porters;  and  he  was  assassinated  at  Forres  in  965.  Colin  succeeded,  and  “he  stained 
the  Crown  with  many  vices;”  but  during  his  reign  Edinburgh  was  captured  from  the 
English,  the  first  extension  of  the  Kingdom  to  between  the  Forth  and  the  Tweed.18 
He  and  his  brother  Eocha  were  slain  by  the  Britons  of  Strathclyde  in  970. 

Kenneth  II,  son  of  Malcolm  I  and  brother  of  Duff,  succeeded  Colin;  was  success¬ 
ful  against  the  Britons  of  Strathclyde  and  annexed  the  territory  to  his  kingdom ;  was 
surprised  by  a  Danish  fleet  sailing  up  the  Tay,  but  assembled  a  force  and  met  the 
Danes  at  Luncarty,  near  Perth;  the  latter  caused  great  havoc  and  compelled  the 
Scots  to  give  way;  but  then  these  rallied  and  drove  the  Danes  to  their  ships.  Kenneth 
was  assassinated  by  a  woman  in  994  in  revenge  for  the  death  of  her  son.19 

Constantine  II,  son  of  Colin,  succeeded,  but  was  challenged  by  Kenneth  the  Grim, 
son  of  Duff,  and  in  a  clash  near  Perth  was  killed,  in  995. 19 

28 —  Kenneth  III,  son  of  Duff,  now  obtained  the  throne ;  but  he  was  challenged  by 
his  cousin,  Malcolm,  son  of  Kenneth  II  and  heir-presumptive  under  an  act  which  his 
father  had  enacted  to  govern  and  clarify  the  succession  in  future,  for  the  benefit  of  his 
own  issue!  Malcolm  took  the  field  in  1005,  and  Kenneth  received  a  mortal  wound  in 
Stratherne. 

Malcolm  II,  son  of  Kenneth  II,  ascended  the  throne,  but  soon  was  defeated  by  a 
Northumberland  army  at  Durham,  where  “a  selection  of  good-looking  Scotch  heads” 
were  ordered  to  be  stuck  on  the  walls.  Again,  the  Danes,  having  obtained  a  firm 
footing  in  England,  aimed  at  subduing  Scotland.  Sigurd,  Jarl  of  Orkney,  was  already 
carrying  on  warfare  along  Moray  Firth,  even  after  marrying  Malcolm’s  daughter,19 
and  the  Danes  chose  this  place  for  making  a  descent.  They  ravaged  Moray  to  Nairn, 
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which  they  beseiged.  Malcolm  interrupted  them,  but  was  attacked,  seriously  wounded, 
and  forced  to  retreat.  He  advanced  again  in  1010,  and  defeated  the  Danes  at  Mortlach. 
There  were  many  conflicts,  of  which  little  is  known  reliably.  Endulf,  Earl  of  Northum¬ 
berland,  was  induced  about  1019  to  cede  Lothian  to  Malcolm.  Canute  entered  Scot¬ 
land;  but  Malcolm  agreed  to  fulfil  the  conditions  under  which  Cumberland  was 
obtained,  and  Canute  retreated.  Malcolm  was  defeated  by  his  grandson,  Jarl  Thorfinn 
of  Orkney,  in  1034,  and  died  of  wounds,  after  a  reign  of  thirty  years.20  He  had  three 
daughters,  so,  in  order  to  insure  the  succession  being  retained  by  his  own  off-spring, 
he  had  ordained  that  female  heirs  were  to  be  eligible,  and  murdered  “in  cold  blood” 
his  cousin’s  grandson,  Boedhe,  the  only  surviving  heir-male  of  Kenneth  MacAlpin.23 
His  daughters  were : 

Bethoc,  who  m.  Crinan,  Lay  Abbot  of  Dunkeld ;  had  a  son,  Duncan. 

Donada,  who  m.  Finnlaec,  Mormaor  of  Ross;  had  a  son,  Macbeth. 

Thora,  who  m.  Sigurd,  Jarl  of  Orkney;  had  a  son,  Thorfinn,  Jarl  of  Orkney  and 
Earl  of  Caithness. 

29 —  Boedhe,  son  of  Kenneth  III,  appears  to  have  died  before  Malcolm  II  and  did 
not  get  the  throne.  He  left  a  son,  Boedhe,  the  heir-male  to  Malcolm’s  throne ;  and  a 
daughter,  Gruoch,  No.  30  of  this  line,  as  shown  below. 

Boedhe,  grandson  of  Kenneth  III  and  brother  of  Gruoch,  was  heir-apparent  to 
the  throne  of  Scotland  and  thus  interfered  with  Malcolm’s  schemes  for  the  succession 
of  his  own  off-spring;  so  was  murdered  by  him  in  cold  blood  ca.  1033. 21  This  unfairness 
and  murder  opened  the  way  to  a  series  of  tragic  disturbances  affecting  the  crown  of 
Scotland  and  extending  over  two  hundred  years. 

30 —  Gruoch,  daughter  of  Boedhe-29  and  grand-daughter  of  Kenneth  III,  married 
Gilcomgan,  the  powerful  Mormaor  of  Moray,  by  whom  she  had  a  son,  Lulach-31. 
She  married,  secondly,  Macbeth,  who  later  became  King  of  Scotland. 

Duncan  I,  son  of  Bethoc  and  her  husband  Crinan,  succeeded  his  grandfather, 
Malcolm  II.  Wishing  to  extend  his  territories,  he  attacked  Durham,  but  was  badly 
defeated.  He  then  turned  to  attack  his  cousin,  Thorfinn,  Jarl  of  Orkney  and  Earl  of 
Caithness;  but  the  Piets  refused  to  have  him  and  Thorfinn  soon  extended  his  territory 
as  far  as  the  Tay.  Despite  his  heavy  losses,  Duncan  persisted,  and  was  slain  “by  his 
subjects,”  ca.  1040.21  He  had  married  a  daughter  of  Siward,  Earl  of  Northumberland, 
and  by  her  left  two  young  sons,  Malcolm  and  Donald,  who  apparently  fled  to  England. 

Macbeth,  who  succeeded  Duncan  as  King  of  Scotland,  was  discussed  in  Chapter 
III,  Section  D. 

31 —  Lulach,  great-grandson  of  Kenneth  III22  and  nephew  of  Boedhe,  the  right¬ 
ful  heir  who  was  murdered  by  Malcolm  II,  was  called  to  the  throne  after  Macbeth's 
death  in  1057,  with  strong  Scottish  support;23  he  was  about  twenty-five  years  of  age, 
relatively  inexperienced,  and  could  not  overcome  the  strong  English  support  of 
Malcolm.  He  was  killed  treacherously  before  the  battle  at  Essie  in  1058,  when  about  to 
defend  his  crown ;  and  was  buried  at  Iona.  (He  was  discussed  more  fully  in  Chapter  III.) 

It  will  be  noted  that  Lulach  brought  together,  in  himself,  all  those  illustrious  lines 
of  descent  which  are  discussed  or  indicated  in  Chapters  I  to  IV,  inclusive ;  and  they  are 
thus  passed  along  to  all  his  descendants,  male  or  female,  as  part  of  their  genealogical 
heritage,  together  with  any  relevant  information  in  the  following  chapters. 


31 


CHAPTER  V. 

THE  EARLS  OF  MORAY,  THE  MACETHS  AND  THE  EARLY  MACKAYS 

(With.  Chart  V.) 

In  Chapter  III,  it  was  shown  that  King  Lulach  left  a  son,  Maelsnechtan,  and  a 
daughter  who  married  Aed;  and  that  Aed  became  the  first  Earl  of  Moray.  This  earl 
was  on  good  terms  with  King  David.  Maelsnechtan  apparently  died  without  issue; 
but  his  sister  left  a  son  Angus  who  became  the  2nd  Earl  of  Moray. 

Angus  seems  to  have  considered  that  he  had  the  best  claim  to  the  throne,  and  he 
considered  the  King  as  an  imposter.  Eventually,  he  joined  in  a  rebellion  by  the  King’s 
nephew,  but  was  defeated  and  killed,  in  1130.  Years  later,  his  son  Malcolm  resumed 
the  struggle,  and  was  made  Earl  of  Ross.  However,  he  was  not  satisfied  with  this, 
and  the  fight  was  again  resumed.  He  was  captured,  and  died  in  misery.  His  descendants 
continued  the  struggle  intermittently  for  several  generations,  several  of  them  being 
killed. 

Eventually,  from  Aed’s  descendants,  there  arose  a  family  which  made  history  as 
the  great  Clan  Mackay.  It  is  from  this  Clan  that  the  Bains  are  descended. 

As  regards  the  name  Mackay,  Rev.  Angus  Mackay  looked  carefully  into  its  origin 
and  reported:  “Mackay  represents  in  English  the  Gaelic  name  MacAoidh  for  ‘son 
of  Aodh’;  ”  also  “Probably  the  best  English  equivalent  of  Aodh  is  lye.”  He  referred 
to  Dr.  MacBain  and  Fordun  as  indicating  that  Heth  appears  as  Head,  Ed,  Eth; 
and  that  Macheth  is  an  old  form  of  Mackay.1 

Rev.  Mackay  also  concluded  from  his  close  study  of  the  Reay  papers  and  the 
primary  Mackay  family  manuscripts  that  the  Mackays  of  Strathnaver  are  descended 
from  Malcolm  MacEth,  1st  Earl  of  Ross,  and  were  known  in  ancient  times  as  the 
Clan  Morgan.2  The  present  Author  accepts  this  view  as  the  correct  one. 


Section  A.  The  Tragic  Story  of  the  MacEths. 

30 — Aed  (or  Eth),  b.  ca.  1046  and  the  first  Earl  of  Moray,  is  the  first  definitely 
known  progenitor  of  the  Mackays  and  Bains  in  the  direct  male  line.  The  known 
progenitors  before  that  time  are  on  the  female  side,  i.e .,  through  Aed’s  wife.  Appar¬ 
ently,  all  efforts  to  determine  Aed’s  own  origin  have  been  unsuccessful.  The  Author 
has  devoted  lengthy  study  to  this  item  and  reached  certain  general  conclusions ;  but, 
due  to  his  remoteness  from  the  basic  records,  he  is  unable  to  complete  his  study  at  the 
present  time.  For  the  benefit  of  anyone  who  may  be  interested,  however,  he  ventures 
to  submit  the  following  as  an  outline  of  Aed’s  probable  pedigree  in  the  male  line,  and 
also  partly  in  the  female  line. 

Aed’s  great-great-great-great-grandfather  in  the  male  line  was  a  Norwegian,  b.  ca. 
833;  married  ca.  867;  went  to  Orkney  ca.  873  with  his  wife,  and  settled  there  under 
the  rule  of  Jarl  Sigurd.  His  son  and  grandson  were  born  in  Orkney;  but  the  latter 
moved  to  Caithness,  (probably  somewhat  north  of  Freswick),  about  926,  and  married 
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ca.  928.  Aed’s  great-grandfather,  and  grandfather  were  probably  born  north  of 
Freswick.  The  first  four  of  these  ancestors  probably  married  women  of  Norse  descent; 
but  his  grandfather  seems  to  have  married  a  Pictish  girl  connected  with  a  Morayshire 
family,  and  his  father  seems  to  have  married  a  descendant  of  the  Mormaors  of  Moray4 
and  a  second  cousin  of  Lulach. 

Aed,  son  of  Boanta  and  probably  a  maternal  ancestor  of  the  above  noted  Aed, 
was  killed  with  Uven  and  Bran  in  the  Norse-Pictish  battle  in  839, 3  Thus,  Angus,  2nd 
Earl,  was  probably  derived  paternally  and  maternally  from  the  Clan  Morgan,  and 
this  could  explain  the  use  of  this  Clan  name  by  the  Mackays. 

Aed  married  Lulach’s  daughter  about  1074;  was  probably  chosen  as  Chief  or 
Mormaor  of  the  Moraymen  after  Maelsnechtan’s  death  in  1085  (probably  partly  in 
recognition  of  his  wife’s  position  as  heiress  of  Maelsnechtan,  and  partly  in  his  own 
right);  and  yielded  to  Malcolm  about  the  same  time.4  He  seems  to  have  been  made  the 
1st  Earl  of  Moray  in  1085  and  to  have  died  ca.  1105.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  son 
Angus. 

31 —  Angus  MacEth,  2nd  Earl  of  Moray,  was  born  ca.  1080;  believed  that,  as 
the  grandson  of  Lulach,  he  had  the  best  right  to  the  throne,  and  resented  the  King’s 
occupying  it;  joined  in  a  renewal  of  the  conflict  by  King  David’s  nephew,  when  the 
King  became  unpopular  by  introducing  feudalism  from  England;  but  was  badly 
defeated  by  the  King  with  powerful  English  aid,  and  killed,  at  Strathcathro,  Forfar,  in 
1 1 30,  his  son  Malcolm  escaping  to  carry  on  the  conflict  later ;  5many  of  his  followers 
were  dispersed  to  other  places  and  replaced  in  Moray  by  people  who  were  loyal  to 
the  King.  The  title  “Earl  of  Moray”  was  suppressed  and  not  revived  until  the  time  of 
Bruce. 

The  Clan  Morgan,  being  without  a  Mormaor  after  the  death  of  Earl  Angus, 
apparently  was  represented  by  a  Taoiseach,  as  next  in  rank.  Thus,  Angus  Mackay 
quoted  from  “The  Book  of  Deer”  that,  a  few  years  after  1132,  Duncan,  son  of  Sithig, 
taoiseach  of  Clan  Morgan,  and  the  Mormaor  of  Buchan  effected  a  legal  transaction 
at  Ellon,  in  Buchan ;  and  the  witnesses  included  his  sons,  Morgan  and  Gilli-peter.2 

32 —  Malcolm  MacEth,  1st  Earl  of  Ross,  was  born  ca.  1097,  son  of  Angus-31; 
went  in  hiding  in  the  Northern  Highlands  after  his  father’s  death  and  served  for  a 
time  as  a  monk  in  a  monastery;  about  1135,  reached  the  Western  Islands  where  he 
announced  his  identity  and  claimed  the  inheritance  of  Moray  that  the  King  had 
deprived  him  of  in  1130;  his  claim  was  recognised  by  the  Norwegian  governor  and  by 
Somerled,  Regulus  of  Argyle,  who  bestowed  his  sister  upon  him  in  marriage;  he 
quickly  collected  an  imposing  force  and  carried  on  guerilla  warfare,  wasting  and 
plundering  with  great  success  in  Western  Scotland,  in  the  customary  manner,  but  was 
captured  in  Galloway  with  English  assistance  in  1137.4  His  clerical  character  is  said 
to  have  saved  him  from  execution,  and  he  was  sent  as  a  prisoner  to  Roxburgh  Castle. 
His  friends  caused  the  Government  much  trouble  in  his  behalf  and,  after  three  years 
of  civil  war,  King  Malcolm  IV  liberated  him  about  1158,  raising  him  to  the  dignity  of 
Earl  of  Ross.  He  was  sent  to  Ross,  probably  to  be  out  of  harm’s  way;6  however,  he  was 
not  satisfied,  since  Ross  was  but  a  part  of  the  old  Earldom  of  Moray,  so  he  resumed 
the  struggle ;  was  captured  again,  bound,  deprived  of  both  eyes  and  mutilated  in  body, 
about  1160;  and  then  lived  quietly  at  Byland  until  he  died.  He  left  two  sons  and  a 
daughter,  Gormlaith,  who  married  Harold,  the  Norse  Earl  of  Caithness. 
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King  Malcolm,  in  anger  and  also  for  personal  protection  (since  the  MacEths 
were  fighting  for  their  hereditary  rights),  decided  to  remove  the  supporters  of  MacEth 
to  other  parts  of  Scotland  and  replace  them  in  Moray  with  people  who  were  loyal  to 
him.  This  was  the  great  “Dispersal  of  the  Moravians,”  which  in  effect  finally  broke 
the  power  of  Moray.7  Again,  as  in  1130,  many  fled  to  the  North  or  West,  where  they 
had  friends,  and  many  were  sent  to  southern  parts.  The  Clan  Morgan  passed  at  this 
time  from  Moray  and  Buchan  to  the  North  where  the  Norsemen  gave  them  shelter; 
and  the  Mackays  of  Strathnaver  are  descended  from  them.2 

33 —  Donald  MacEth,  born  ca.  1129  and  son  of  Malcolm  MacEth,  together  with 
his  brothers,  joined  their  uncle,  Somerled,  in  1153  in  taking  up  arms,  due  to  the 
continued  anglicising  in  the  country,  causing  considerable  disturbance  throughout  a 
great  part  of  Scotland;  was  captured  in  Galloway  in  1157,  and  was  imprisoned  with 
his  father  in  Roxburgh  Castle.4  It  seems  that  he  was  freed  with  his  father  about  1158, 
and  he  probably  took  part  in  the  later  struggle.  He  evidently  died  about  1175,  leaving 
a  son,  Kenneth. 

King  William  had  to  make  a  punitive  advance  into  Ross  in  1181;  and  again  had  to 
go  North  in  the  famine  year,  1196,  to  subdue  the  disturbance  in  Caithness  of  Earl 
Harold,  who  was  “until  then  a  good  man  and  trusty,”  but  was  goaded  on  by  his  wife, 
Gormlaith.  Harold  was  defeated  at  Fiscary. 

34 —  Kenneth  MacEth,  b.  ca.  1153,  probably  was  not  at  the  battle  of  Fiscary,  but  he 
got  into  the  struggle  later;  apparently  joined  Donald  MacWilliam  in  his  efforts 
against  Alexander  II  for  the  Crown  in  1215,  but  they  were  opposed  by  Farquhar 
Mac-in-Taggart,  and  Kenneth  was  killed.8 

35 —  lye  MacEth,  b.  ca.  1208  of  Malcolm  MacEth’s  line-8a,  and  son  of  Kenneth, 
was  “the  first  of  the  family  to  settle  permanently  in  Strathnaver,”  being  sent  there 
with  his  mother  by  his  father  to  escape  from  the  victorious  Mac-in-Taggart  in  1215, 
and  getting  a  foothold  there  during  the  minority  of  Alexander  III,  when  the  govern¬ 
mental  control  relaxed.9  He  died  ca.  1268,  leaving  three  sons.  Iye  Mor,  Morgan  and 
Martin.  Nothing  seems  to  be  known  of  Morgan;  but  Martin  is  said  to  have  settled  in 
Galloway. 

36 —  Iye  Mor  MacEth,  son  of  lye-35,  became  chamberlain  to  Walter  de  Baltrodi, 
a  canon  of  Caithness,  when  he  was  confirmed  by  the  pope  as  Bishop  there  in  1263. 
He  married  the  Bishop’s  daughter  and  soon  obtained  considerable  power  in  Strath¬ 
naver,  as  well  as  certain  lands  from  the  Bishop.  He  took  part  in  repelling  the  Norse¬ 
men  under  King  Hakon  in  1263,  to  protect  the  Bishop’s  great  properties  at  Loch 
Eribol,  and  this  enabled  him  to  further  strengthen  his  position  there.10  He  died  about 
1300,  leaving  a  son,  Donald;  and  the  fortunes  of  the  MacEths  seemed  to  be  improving. 

Section  B.  The  Clan  Mackay,  to  John  “Ban”  Mackay 

(Chart  V) 

37 —  Donald  Mackay  of  Strathnaver,  son  of  Iye  Mor  MacEth  and  Chief  of  the 
Clan,  was  born  ca.  1265;  was  the  first  of  the  family  to  bear  the  name  Mackay,  which 
he  did  as  Maclye,  the  son  of  Iye  Mor;  obtained  legal  title  to  his  father’s  lands  in 
Durness  from  his  grandfather,  the  Bishop;  married  a  daughter  of  Iye,  son  of  Neil  of 
Gigha;  and  was  probably  involved  in  the  struggles  of  Wallace  and  Bruce,  and  at  the 
Battle  of  Bannockburn.11  He  died  ca.  1330,  leaving  a  son,  Iye. 
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38 —  lye  Mackay,  son  of  Donald,  was  “Chief  of  the  Clan  Vic-Morgan,”  (or  Mackay) 
1330-70.  The  family  had  obtained  considerable  power  by  this  time  and,  in  order  to 
settle  differences  between  him  and  Earl  William  of  Sutherland,  it  was  agreed  in  1370 
to  meet  at  Dingwall  Castle.  Iye,  and  his  son,  Donald,  met  the  Earl  and  his  brother, 
Nicholas,  with  other  chieftains  as  umpires.  Iye  was  succeeding  in  his  claims,  which 
enraged  the  Sutherlands  so  much  that  Nicholas  arose  during  the  night  and  basely 
murdered  both  Iye  and  his  son,  as  they  slept.12  lye’s  attendants  pursued  the  fleeing 
Nicholas,  but  he  escaped.  This  double  loss  of  leadership  greatly,  weakened  the  Mac- 
kays;  however,  Earl  William  died  later  in  1370.  Iye  had  issue: 

39-Donald,  who  is  discussed  below. 

Farquhar,  physician  to  King  Robert  II  and  in  favour  with  the  King’s  son,  the 
Earl  of  Buchan;  obtained  by  Royal  Charter  lands  in  Caithness,  Hope,  etc., 
in  1379;  and  others  later;  was  progenitor  of  Clan-vic-Farquhar.12a 

Mariota  became  the  hand-fasted  wife  of  the  Earl  of  Buchan,  “The  Wolf  of 
Badenoch,”  and  mother  of  his  five  sons  and  one  daughter,  Margaret. 

39—  -Donald  Mackay,  born  ca.  1330  and  son  of  lye-38,  was  murdered  with  his 
father  by  the  Sutherlands  in  1370,  leaving  issue: 

Angus,  who  succeeded  his  grandfather  as  Chief ;  was  father  of  the  great  chief, 
Angus  Du  Mackay,  and  ancestor  of  the  Lords  Reay;  and  died  in  1403. 

Huistean  Du,  who  became  Tutor  to  his  nephew,  Angus  Du,  during  his 
minority. 

Martin,  who  settled  in  Galloway  and  was  progenitor  of  some  Galloway 
Mackay  s. 

40- Neil,  who  is  discussed  below. 

Note— Our  direct  line  now  diverges  from  that  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  Clan  Mackay  to 
follow  that  of  Neil-40,  youngest  son  of  Donald. 

40 —  Neil  Mackay,  youngest  son  of  Donald-39,  and  born  ca.  1355,  probably 
dwelt  in  Creich;  and  died  ca.  1427,  leaving  three  sons: 

Thomas,  who  held  vast  possessions,  including  the  lands  of  Creich,  etc.,  which 
he  obtained  from  his  cousin,  Angus  Du— probably  to  get  and  ensure  his 
support;  about  1427,  he  fell  upon  Mowat  of  Freswick  for  having  betrayed 
him,  and  pursued  him  into  the  Chapel  of  St  Duthus,  to  which  he  set  fire, 
killing  Mowat.  Killing  was  one  thing,  in  those  days,  but  burning  a  con¬ 
secrated  Chapel  could  not  be  ignored.  Thomas  was  outlawed  and  his  lands 
promised  to  whomever  should  capture  him.  It  so  happened  that  his  brothers, 
Morgan  and  Neil,  had  married  daughters  of  Angus  Moray  of  Cubin,  a 
retainer  of  the  hated  Sutherlands ;  and  Angus,  instigated  by  the  Sutherlands, 
induced  them  to  help  him  betray  their  brother,  who  was  captured  and 
beheaded.13  The  lands  were  divided  amongst  the  three  in  1430;  but  the  fall 
of  Thomas  was  a  severe  blow  to  Angus  Du. 

Morgan  became  involved  with  his  brother,  Neil,  in  the  schemes  of  Angus 
Moray,  and  was  killed  in  1433. 

41- Neil  Neilson,  who  is  discussed  below. 

41 —  Neil  Neilson  Mackay,  b.  ca.  1373  and  youngest  son  of  Neil-40,  married  a 
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daughter  of  Angus  Moray  of  Cubin;  instead  of  helping  his  brother,  Thomas,  he 
joined  has  father-in-law  and  his  brother,  Morgan,  in  betraying  him  and  getting  him 
killed.  In  Royal  Charters  dated  March  30,  1430,  he  obtained  his  share  of  the  escheated 
lands,  viz.,  those  in  Creich,  Garloch,  Danne,  Moyzelblary,  Gonzcorth,  Tuttin- 
Tarwach,  Langort  and  Amayde.14 

Angus  Moray  soon  enticed  the  brothers  into  trying  to  seize  more  land — from  their 
aging  and  weak  cousin,  the  Chief,  Angus  Du,  but  they  were  defeated  by  the  latter’s 
son,  Ian  Aberach  Mackay,  in  the  Battle  of  Drum-nan-Coup  in  1433,  where  the  three 
aggressors,  as  well  as  the  aged  Chief,  were  killed.  Neil  left  issue : 

42-John  “Ban,”  who  is  discussed  in  Chapter  VI. 

Angus,  progenitor  of  Siol- Angus  (see  Section  C). 

Paul,  progenitor  of  the  Poisons  and  the  Siol-Phail. 

Note  1 — Not  only  does  Angus  Mackay,  who  had  access  to  so  many  sources  of 
information  regarding  the  early  Mackays,  claim  the  Bains  as  descended 
from  Neil  Neilson  Mackay,  but  it  appears  that  Sir  Robert  Gordon 
actually  claimed  them  to  be  a  Caithness  branch  of  the  Mackays.15 

Note  2 — Our  direct  line  now  follows  that  of  the  descendants  of  John  “Ban”  Mac¬ 
kay,  and  will  be  shown  in  Part  II  hereof.  For  further  details  of  the  Mac¬ 
kays,  the  reader  is  referred  to  “The  Clan  Mackay,”  by  the  late 
Margaret  O.  MacDougall. 

Section  C.  The  Siol-Angus,  Siol-Phail,  MacPhails  and  Poisons 

It  appears  that,  after  Neil  Neilson  Mackay  fell  at  Drum-nan-Coup  in  1433,  the 
senior  Mackays  and  other  Northern  Chiefs  rushed  to  get  possession  of  the  lands  of 
Thomas  Mackay  of  Creich.  In  the  meantime,  much  bitterness  had  been  aroused 
amongst  the  Chief’s  people,  and  Neil’s  sons  decided  to  get  away.  Whilst  John  went 
to  Caithness,  Angus  and  Paul  went  from  Strathnaver,  with  some  followers,  into 
Ross-shire,  from  which  they  molested  the  people  along  the  sea-coasts.  Eventually, 
they  were  caught  in  the  act  of  driving  off  cattle ;  some  were  killed,  and  others  escaped ; 
but  the  rest  were  punished,  after  which  they  apparently  moved  their  activities  else¬ 
where.16 

The  descendants  of  Angus  became  known  as  Siol-Angus;  but  the  Author  has 
not,  so  far,  found  any  further  information  concerning  them.  Possibly,  this  mentioning 
of  them  here  will  help  to  bring  out  the  facts. 

Rev.  Angus  Mackay  credited  Sir  Robert  Gordon  for  the  statement  that  the  Poisons 
or  Siol-Phail,  are  descended  of  Paul,  son  of  Neil,  son  of  Neil,  son  of  Donald  V  of 
Strathnaver;  thus,  the  said  Paul  and  his  brothers  were  contemporaries  of  Neil  Vass, 
VIII  of  Strathnaver.  Apparently,  some  fifty  or  sixty  years  later,  some  of  these  Poisons 
or  MacPhails  started  to  work  back  to  their  Strathnaver  kindred,  and  Sir  John  Poison 
of  Strathnaver  in  1487,  1506  and  1511,  acted  for  lye  Roy,  X  of  Strathnaver.17  Again, 
at  the  Battle  of  Torran  Du,  the  Poisons  seem  to  have  assisted  the  Mackays  against 
the  Murrays,  although,  according  to  the  “Song  of  the  Gunns,”18  the  Poisons  were 
left  to  be  “mercilessly  slain.” 

In  the  Sutherland  list  of  men  capable  of  bearing  arms  in  the  ’45,  a  number  of 
Poisons  appear  in  the  parishes  of  Loth  and  Kildonan;  but  it  was  remarked  by  Mackay 
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that  “the  sept  is  not  strong  now  numerically,  for  some  of  them  have  adopted  the  name 
MacPhail  and  others  signed  themselves  Mackay.”  This  condition  may  have  been 
accentuated  by  the  losses  at  Torran  Du. 

Mackay  maintained  vigorously  that  the  Poisons  are  descended  of  Clan  Mackay 
and  that  a  section,  at  least,  of  the  MacPhails  sprang  from  the  same  root.19  He  also 
printed  a  list  of  the  tenants  of  Reay  estates  about  1678,  showing  a  number  of  Mac¬ 
Phails  amongst  them.19  Moreover,  the  Scots  Peerage,  under  “Mackay,”  asserts  that 
Neil,  grandson  of  Donald  who  was  murdered  in  1370,  became,  a  progenitor  of  the 
Poison  Mackays. 

A  “Roll  of  Broken  Clans  in  the  Highlands  and  Isles,  1594,”  refers  to  Clan  Morgan 
and  Chielphale,  and  these  seem  to  be  defined  in  Notes  111  and  112  as  “the  Mackays 
of  Strathnaver”  and  “a  sept  of  the  Mackays,  descended  from  Paul  MacNeil  Mackay,” 
respectively.15 
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PART  II 

THE  STORY  OF  THE  CLAN  BAIN 


General  Notes 

Part  I  of  this  record  has  covered,  first,  an  outline  of  the  presently-known  ancestral 
lines  of  the  Mackays,  which  were  all  on  the  female  side,  for  reasons  which  were 
explained  in  Chapter  V.  That  was  followed  by  a  story  of  the  early  Mackays,  also  in 
Chapter  V. 

With  that  information  as  their  known  ancestral  background,  we  shall  now  endeavour 
to  outline  in  Part  II  the  story  of  the  Bains  themselves.  First,  we  will  cover  briefly  in 
Chapter  VI  the  story  of  John  Bane  Mackay  and  his  sons ;  next  we  will  study  in  Chapters 
VII  to  IX,  inclusive,  some  of  the  lines  of  descent  from  them,  with  a  separate  Chapter 
for  each  of  his  sons  who  left  male  issue;  and,  finally,  we  will  provide  in  Chapter  X  a 
more  detailed  genealogy  of  the  family  of  Donald  Bain  who  was  baptised  at  Dingwall 
in  1808. 

Before  proceeding  with  that  study,  however,  the  following  notes  concerning  the 
Clan  may  be  helpful. 

1.  The  descendants  of  John  Bane  Mackay  are  often  referred  to  as  “The  Clan 
Bain,”*  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  , except  in  the  case  of  the  Tulloch  Bains,  they 
ever  organised  in  a  complete  manner  such  as  is  typical  of  the  older  Scottish 
clans.  This  was  probably  due  to  the  tragic  circumstances  under  which  they 
separated  from  the  Mackays,  which  left  them  unsettled,  alone  amongst 
strangers,  and  without  the  usual  family  associations  and  traditional  clan 
activities  to  bind  them  together.  However,  there  are  occasional  references  to  a 
“Chief  of  the  Caithness  Bains.” 

2.  From  the  very  first,  there  was  a  tendency  to  separate  and  spread  out.  John  took 
his  mother  to  the  Olrig  district,  and  his  brothers  fled  elsewhere.  One  of  John’s 
sons  appears  to  have  gone  to  Galloway.  Later,  another  went  to  Dingwall.  A 
grandson  of  another  went  to  Musselburgh.  Moreover,  Olrig  and  Thurso  could 
not  accommodate  them  all,  so  many  of  them  went  to  Wick,  Canisbay,  Aberlour 
and  many  other  places.  This  tendency  was  aggravated  in  the  eighteenth  and 
nineteenth  centuries  by  such  conditions  as  overseas  wars,  the  sheep  clearances, 
the  deer  forests  and  emigration,  which  caused  further  disturbance  of  employ¬ 
ment  in  the  North. 

3.  One  result  of  this  spreading  out  and  lack  of  organisation  was  the  tendency  to 
lose  their  identity.  When  a  Chief  of  the  MacBains  was  designated  a  short  time 
ago,  many  good  Bains  thought  he  was  their  own  Chief,  not  having  any  means 
of  knowing  that  the  MacBains  had  originated  a  hundred  years  earlier  than  the 

*  The  use  of  this  title  by  the  Bains  seems  to  be  justified  by  several  dictionaries  which  define  a  Sept 
as  “a  clan;  a  family  or  group  of  families  descended  from  the  same  chieftain.” 
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Bains.  Actually,  they  had  a  different  origin,  and  are  a  sept  of  the  Clan  Chattan; 
but  they  probably  acquired  many  Bains  due  to  this  misunderstanding. 

4.  Despite  their  difficulties,  however,  the  Bains  as  a  whole,  have  maintained  a 
record  of  faithful,  honourable  and  distinguished  service  in  many  parts  of  the 
world,  and  in  many  spheres  of  activity;  and  their  descendant  families  today 
are  entitled  to  be  proud  of  that  record. 

As  a  sept  of  the  Clan  Mackay,  the  Bains  use  the  tartan,  the  motto  and  the  “Strap 
and-buckle”  badge  of  that  Clan.  A  chief  of  the  Baynes  of  Tulloch,  in  the  early 
eighteenth  century,  obtained  his  own  personal  arms,  as  shown  on  the  map  “Scotland 
of  Old,”  which  was  issued  a  few  years  ago;  but  the  Baynes  or  Bains  of  Tulloch  are  a 
part  of  the  Clan  Bain  and  will  be  discussed  in  Chapter  IX. 

Incidentally,  there  is  no  present  indication  of  who  is  entitled  to  be  designated  as 
Chief  of  the  Bains.  It  would  be  most  interesting  if  the  publication  of  this  work  were 
to  bring  to  light  the  most  eligible  of  the  many  possible  contenders. 

It  should  be  pointed  out  here  that  the  surname  Bane  for  the  family  became  trans¬ 
formed  into  Ben,  Bene,  Bahn,  Bayn,  Bain  and  Bayne  at  different  times  and  in  different 
places.  In  Caithness,  it  was  Bane  or  Bene,  and  afterwards  mostly  Bain.  In  Dingwall, 
however,  a  search  of  the  Parish  Registers,  made  for  the  Author  by  the  Scots  Ancestry 
Society,  shows  it  to  have  been  mostly  Baine  from  1662  to  1685,  including  Sir  Donald; 
then  Bayn  or  Bayne  to  about  1750,  again  including  Sir  Donald;  and  somewhat  of  a 
mixture  after  that.  Apparently,  it  depended  upon  the  ideas  of  the  recording  Minister, 
at  any  time,  due  to  the  prevalent  illiteracy  in  early  days ;  and  it  has  led  to  much  con¬ 
fusion  in  the  modern  spelling  of  the  name,  even  in  the  same  family.  It  appears  that  the 
spelling  “Bayne”  was  not  used  regularly  by  any  of  the  families  until  the  1670’s. 
Incidentally,  it  is  said  that  the  English  names  Baines  and  Baynes  are  of  Norman 
origin  and  are  associated  with  people  from  “de  Bayeux”  in  France. 

A  Note  on  Tulloch  Castle 

Probably  the  most  widely-known  seat  of  the  Bains  was  Tulloch  Castle,  near  Ding¬ 
wall,  which  was  granted  by  King  James  Y  to  Duncan,  the  first  of  the  Bain  Lairds  of 
Tulloch,  in  1542. 

This  Castle  is  of  ancient  date,  the  Keep  having  been  built  about  1185  and  the  old 
front  portion  about  1 1 80 — probably  by  the  Munros  as  a  defence  against  marauding 
tribes.  It  eventually  came  into  the  possession  of  Farquhar  Oure;  but,  on  his  death 
about  1500,  it  passed  to  the  Crown,  in  wardship,  due  to  the  prior  death  of  his  only 
son  and  heir.1  Alexander  Bane  of  Caithness  appears  to  have  married  Farquhar’s  sister 
about  1459;  and  in  1542  King  James  V  granted  the  lands  of  Tulloch,  including  the 
Castle,  to  Duncan,  the  grandson  of  Alexander  and  the  1st  Bane  Laird  of  Tulloch,  as 
the  nearest  male  heir.1  D  uncan’s  family  held  if  for  over  two  hundred  years.  The  portion 
of  the  Castle  beyond  the  Keep,  on  the  west  side,  was  probably  added  by  the  8th  Laird 
about  1747. 

On  the  sale  of  the  Tulloch  estate  in  bankruptcy  in  1762,  it  was  purchased  by  Henry 
Davidson,  whose  father,  William,  had  married  Jean  Bayne  in  April,  1719.  Apparently, 
Henry  surprised  the  creditors  by  his  generous  attitude  towards  his  second  cousin,  the 
debtor.2 
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Apparently,  “the  front  part  of  an  extensive  range  of  buildings” — probably  service 
buildings  and  employees’  homes  located  close  to  the  western  side  of  the  Castle — took 
fire  and  burnt  on  February  26,  1838;  and  much  of  the  mansion  house  of  the  Castle, 
with  valuable  furnishings,  was  burnt  on  July  14,  1845. 3  It  is  presumed  that  the  buildings 
damaged  by  the  first  fire  had  been  removed. 

The  last  Davidson  of  Tulloch  (the  8th),  died  in  1917  and,  on  the  death  of  his 
widow  in  1945,  the  estate  and  feudal  Barony  passed  to  Col.  Angus  Vickers  of  Tulloch, 
a  great-grandson  of  the  4th  Davidson  of  Tulloch.  His  parents  did  extensive  work  on 
the  Castle  in  1922-3;  the  storey  removed  from  the  front  part  in  an  earlier  restoration 
was  replaced;  and  plans  were  made  to  rebuild  the  Keep  to  its  original  height,  but 
these  were  never  carried  out.  (Apparently  the  original  Keep  included  a  third  storey, 
which  was  not  replaced  in  1923.) 

It  is  understood  that  in  the  earlier  restoration,  probably  about  1874,  the  third 
storeys  of  both  the  front  part  and  the  Keep  were  removed;  that  the  large  “ball-room” 
upstairs  was  made  about  1900  by  “knocking  two  rooms  into  one;”  that  the  large 
pictures  painted  on  the  walls  “as  though  to  prevent  their  removal”  were  done  about 
1920;  and  that  the  wide  main  hall,  with  its  wide  winding  staircase  and  heavy  oaken 
balustrade,  was  part  of  the  extensive  work  done  in  1922-3.  Regardless  of  these  recent 
developments,  however,  the  whole  Castle,  with  its  setting  on  the  treed  slope  above  the 
town,  tends  to  conjure  up  visions  of  lovely  living  in  earlier  days ! 

The  Castle  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Ross  and  Cromarty  County  Council 
and  is  used  for  educational  purposes.  The  “ball-room”  is  used  as  a  dormitory  for  the 
girls  in  the  school,  who  don’t  seem  to  mind  the  ghostly  tales  which  might  still  be 
heard  there.  It  is  to  their  credit  that  the  paintings  on  the  walls  have  not  been  marred. 

As  one  enters  the  gate  to  the  Castle,  with  the  lovely  gate-keeper’s  lodge  on  the  left, 
the  thinning  but  majestic  oak-lined  driveway,  the  winding  approach  near  the  Castle, 
and  the  shrubbery  ahead,  it  is  not  difficult  to  imagine  the  beauty,  stateliness  and 
elegance  of  the  scene  when  the  Barony  was  in  its  prime. 

References  to  the  First  John  Bane 

In  Chapters  VI  to  IX,  inclusive,  the  original  John  Bane  may  be  shown  as  “John  Bane  Mackay” 
to  avoid  possible  confusion. 
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CHAPTER  VI 

THE  EARLY  BANES 

After  the  Battle  of  Drum-nan-Coup,  the  sons  of  Neil  Neilson  Mackay  found  it 
desirable  to  clear  out  from  Strathnaver,  due  to  the  ill-feeling  that  had  been  aroused ; 
and  John  “Ban”  took  his  mother  to  Caithness.  He  married  there,  and,  in  time,  his 
descendants  became  very  numerous.  There  were  no  “Old  Clan”  associations  or 
activities  to  bind  them  together  in  any  one  place,  so  a  gradual  scattering  tendency  to 
neighbouring  or  even  remote  places  became  evident.  One  result  of  this  is  that, 
although  the  greatest  local  concentration  of  Bains  anywhere  still  remains  in  Caithness, 
there  are  probably  some  Bain  groups  wherever  the  English  language  is  spoken. 

The  common  occurrence  of  such  names  as  John  Bain  and  Donald  Bain  in  the 
records  without  other  identifying  information,  together  with  the  great  movements  of 
people  from  place  to  place  in  the  last  couple  of  centuries,  makes  the  task  of  tracing  the 
lines  of  descent  an  almost  impossible  one,  except  where  more  recent  family  records 
are  available  as  a  guide.  The  Author  has,  therefore,  limited  himself  to  attempting  to 
trace  a  few  typical  lines  from  the  early  Bain  family  to  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth 
century;  but  even  then  he  cannot  guarantee  their  correctness  in  all  cases.  He  has  had 
to  realise  that,  if  he  attempted  anything  further,  he  might  never  get  the  results  of  his 
previous  work  published  and  made  available  for  Bains  everywhere  as  a  basis  for 
further  research.  Moreover,  many  families  can  already  trace  their  lines  back  a  few 
generations  and  should  have  the  opportunity  of  trying  to  connect  those  lines  up  with 
the  information  provided  herein,  to  show  their  heritage  of  nearly  two  thousand  years 
of  descent.  Even  for  those  who  cannot  trace  their  complete  lines  of  descent,  it  appears 
that  the  history  covered  herein  is  the  history  of  every  Bain  or  Bayne,  and  should  be 
treasured  by  him  as  such.  This  also  applies  to  all  of  Bain  or  Bayne  descent,  regardless 
of  their  present  family  names. 

We  shall  now  provide  here  a  brief  outline  of  the  early  Bane  family,  and  follow  this 
up  in  Chapters  VII  to  IX,  inclusive,  with  the  typical  lines  of  descent  in  the  scattered 
families,  as  referred  to  above. 

The  numbering  will  continue  as  above  (except  in  the  case  of  Chapter  X),  with  each 
of  these  lines  of  descent  showing  the  generation  from  King  Conn  of  the  Hundred 
Battles.  However,  in  order  to  avoid  confusion  between  similarly-numbered  people  in 
different  lines,  and  to  facilitate  cross-reference  between  the  lines,  a  capital  letter  will 
be  assigned  to  each  family  line;  thus,  when  reference  is  to  be  made  elsewhere  to  an 
individual  in  one  of  these  parallel  lines,  his  name  will  be  shown  together  with  his 
family-line  letter  and  his  generation  number,  e.g .,  Donald-V54. 


Section  A.  The  Family  Connections  of  the  Late  Miss  Barbara  Bain-J57  (Chart  VI) 

In  the  course  of  his  studies,  the  Author  noted  an  interesting  example  of  the 
curious  relationships  which  may  occur  in  a  family  which  has  dwelt  in  a  locality  for  an 
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56.  Alexander,  1846. 


57.  Barbara,  1867. 


57.  Benjamin, ca.\878. 


extended  period.  This  situation  showed  up  when  Mr  D.  Gray  of  Hemet,  California, 
kindly  provided  him  with  an  item  showing  certain  reputedly  unrelated  lines  of  descent 
of  the  late  Miss  Barbara  Bain  of  Wick.  This  information  had  been  given  to  Mr  Gray 
by  Miss  Bain  in  a  letter  some  time  previously,  and  was  apparently  amplified  some¬ 
what  in  a  letter  from  Marjorie  Cuthbert,  wife  of  Donald-M57.  These  connections  are 
shown  schematically  on  Chart  VI,  and  the  Author  found  from  this  item  that  Miss 
Bain  had  actually  been  connected  with  four  of  the  lines  which  he  had  traced  for 
Chapters  VII  and  VIII,  as  follows : 

1.  Her  great-grandfather,  Donald— J54  of  Bilbster,  who  married  Janet  Thomson 
in  1812,  had  a  son  Alexander- J5 5,  who  married  Christina  Bain-N54cl. 

2.  Her  great-grandfather,  Donald-N54c  of  Wetherslet,  married  Jean  Cormack 
of  Wathegar  in  1815  and  had  a  daughter,  Christina-N54cl.,  who  married 
Alexander-J55  (shown  in  item  1).  They  had  children,  Donald  and  Janet,  with 
others. 

3.  Her  great-grandfather,  John-P55  of  Watten  Parish,  married  Isabella  Tait  in 
1809  and  had  a  granddaughter,  Barbara-P57.  This  Barbara  married  Donald- 
156,  son  of  Alexander-J55  (shown  in  items  1  and  2);  and  they  had  a  daughter, 
Barbara-J57,  who  became  the  well-known  antique  dealer  of  Wick  and  is  the 
subject  of  this  Section. 

4.  Benjamin-M55  of  Freswick  had  a  son,  Alexander-M56,  born  ca.  1846,  who 
married  Barbara  Bain’s  aunt,  Janet-J56b  (shown  in  item  2  above)  in  1865, 
and  had  issue. 

Miss  Barbara  Bain,  born  in  1867  and  daughter  of  Donald-J56,  carter  of  Louis- 
burgh,  had  an  antique  shop  off  Bridge  Street  in  Wick  when  the  Author  and  his  wife 
met  her  there  in  1956;  but  she  retired  later.  She  was  bed-ridden  at  the  home  of  her 
niece,  Mrs  R.  Bruce,  and  apparently  quite  feeble  when  they  saw  her  again  in  the 
summer  of  1961,  a  few  days  before  her  94th  birthday.  She  was,  happily,  quite  bright 
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mentally  and  glad  to  speak  of  her  family,  although  not  permitted  to  exert  herself  very 
much.  The  Author  must  regretfully  report  that  he  had  learned  recently  from  Mr 
Gray  that  Miss  Bain  had  died  in  September,  1961. 


Section  B.  The  Original  Bane  Family 

42 — John  Bane  (Mackay),  son  of  Neil  Neilson  Mackay,  No.  41  of  Chapter  V,  was 
called  “Ban”  or  “Bahn”  (The  Fair)  to  distinguish  him  from  other  John  Mackays  of 
his  time.  He  was  born  ca.  1408  and  became  the  progenitor  of  the  families  Bane,  Bene, 
Bain  and  Bayne.  After  the  Battle  of  Drum-nan-Coup,  the  powerful  descendants  of 
the  Chief,  Angus  Du,  were  understandably  resentful  over  the  activities  of  Angus 
Moray  of  Cubin,  and  of  their  cousins  Morgan  and  Neil  Mackay  whom  he  had  duped 
for  the  benefit  of  their  bitter  enemies,  the  Sutherlands;  and  relations  with  their 
families  became  very  unpleasant.  The  mother  of  John  felt  it  particularly  badly,  and 
had  to  be  taken  away  from  such  conditions.  John  took  her  to  Olrig,  in  Caithness,  ca. 
1435,  where  they  received  a  friendly  welcome  due  to  the  knowledge  that  their  troubles 
had  been  inspired  by  the  Sutherlands.  John  apparently  got  a  job  working  on  some 
land;  and,  also,  he  was  given  his  nickname  “Bane”  as  a  surname.  He  soon  got  a 
better  job,  and  married  ca.  1436.  He  died  ca.  1452,  leaving  issue: 

43a  John,  b.  ca.  1437;  progenitor  of  Bane  families  in  Caithness  and  Hadding¬ 
ton. 

43b  William,  b.  ca.  1438;  progenitor  of  several  families. 

43c  Alexander,  b.  ca.  1440;  progenitor  of  the  Baynes  of  Tulloch  and  Dingwall; 
a  male  line  from  him  to  the  present  time  is  discussed  in  Section  D  of  Chapter 
IX  and  in  Chapter  X. 

Donald,  b.  ca.  1443;  seems  to  have  gone  to  Galloway,  where  the  family  had 
relatives. 

The  sons,  grandsons  and  great-grandsons  of  John-42  seem  to  line  up  as  follows: 

Gen.  Nos:  43  44  45 

Great-Grandsons 

Grandsons  and  No.  Family  Lines  Traced  Herein 


Sons 

Births  (ca.) 

Name 

Line 

Chapt.  Location 

1  John 

1  John,  b. 1463 

3 

Duncan 

J 

VII 

Caithness 

2  William,  b.  1464 

— 

— 

3  Alexander,  b.  1466 

2 

Alexander 

K 

VII 

Haddington- 

shire 

4  Donald,  b.  1470 

5 

— 

2  William 

1  John,  b.  1463 

4 

— 

2  Duncan,  b,  1465 

2 

Duncan 

L 

VIII 

Caithness 

3  Donald,  b.  1466 

4 

John 

M,N,P 

55 

55 

4  William,  b.  1468 

5 

— 

5  Alexander,  b.  1471 

2 

— 
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3  Alexander  1  Donald,  b.  1461 

2  Alexander,  b.  1462 

3  John,  b.  1463 

4  David,  b,  1465 

4  Donald  (daughter  only) 


5  — 

4  Duncan 

4  — 

1  — 
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It  will  be  evident  from  Chapters  VII,  VIII  and  IX  that  a  gradual  but  definite  trend 
towards  the  Eastern  Coasts  quickly  developed  in  the  branches  of  the  rapidly  growing 
family.  This  was  due  to  the  difficulty  of  sustaining  a  large  population  in  the  western 
area  of  the  county  at  that  time. 

It  may  be  noted  here,  too,  that  two  groups  in  the  Clan  appear  to  have  made  con¬ 
siderable  progress  within  a  few  generations  after  going  to  Caithness.  These  were: 

1.  The  descendants  of  Alexander,  the  2nd  son  of  Alexander-43,  attained  pro¬ 
minence  in  Tulloch,  Ross-shire,  and  their  story  is  covered  in  Chapter  IX. 

2.  William-J45a,  the  2nd  son  of  John,  son  of  John-43,  seems  to  have  been  the 
progenitor  of  a  group  which  settled  in  Clyth,  of  Latheran  Parish,  about  1585, 
and  became  very  successful  there.  That  William  had  two  sons,  William  II  and 
Alexander  I ;  and  William  II  had  a  son,  Donald  I,  who  was  the  first  Bane  to  go 
to  Clyth.  The  latter  had  a  son,  Donald  II,  and  a  daughter  who  married  a 
descendant  of  William-43.  Donald  II  was  the  father  of  Donald  III  and 
Alexander  II.  Donald  III  had  a  son,  Alexander  III,  who  was  shown  in  a  list 
of  “Caithness  proprietors  and  wadsetters”  in  1668. 2  Alexander  II  was  “a  man 
of  some  substance  in  his  time,”  and  he  married  (2)  a  daughter  of  Richard 
Sinclair  of  Stemster  ca.  1631,  the  bride’s  brother,  Oliver,  granting  a  bond  for 
500  merks  as  “part  of  her  tocher.”3  Donald  I’s  daughter  and  her  husband  were 
the  great-grandparents  of  Helen  Bain  who  married  Patrick  Campbell  of 
Quoyrockca.  1661. 4 

Alexander  I,  son  of  William-J45a,  seems  to  have  had  a  son,  Duncan,  who 
followed  his  cousin,  Donald  I,  to  Clyth  and  had  a  son,  Alexander.  The  latter 
was  apparently  the  “Chief  of  the  Caithness  Banes”  who  was  sent  by  the  Earl 
of  Caithness  to  witness  the  dismissal  of  the  Earl  of  Sutherland’s  army  in 
1601. 5 

A  number  of  property  transactions  by  this  group  indicates  that  substantial 
progress  had  been  made  by  them. 


45 


CHAPTER  VII 

SOME  FAMILIES  FROM  JOHN,  ELDEST  SON  OF  JOHN  BANE  MACKAY 

Section  A.  A  Family  in  Caithness  from  John,  Eldest  Son  of  John-43 

The  “J”  Line— (Chart  VII) 

It  appears  that  the  first  in  this  direct  male  line  to  settle  in  Eastern  Caithness  was  a 
later  John  Bain  who  moved  from  the  Western  area  to  Watten  about  1752;  but  a  branch 
of  this  line  had  settled  at  Clyth  about  1585,  and  part  of  its  story  is  told  in  Chapter  VI. 
The  following  seems  to  be  the  direct  line  of  John  who  settled  at  Watten. 


43 —  John  Bane,  eldest  son  of  John  Bane  Mackay,  appears  to  have  had  four  sons, 
including: 

44  John,  the  eldest  son,  b.  ca.  1463,  at  or  near  Olrig. 

44 —  John  Bane  seems  to  have  had  three  sons : 

45  Duncan,  b.  ca.  1492. 

45a  William,  b.  ca.  1494;  was  the  progenitor  of  the  Clyth  group  (which  is 
discussed  in  the  last  paragraph  of  Chapter  VI). 

Donald,  b.  ca.  1497. 

45 —  Duncan  Bane  had  a  son, 

46  William,  b.  ca.  1527,  probably  at  Thurso. 

46 —  William  Bane  of  Thurso  had  a  son, 

47  Donald,  b.  ca.  1566  near  Olrig. 

47 —  Donald  Bane  left  two  sons : 

48  John,  b.  ca.  1594. 

Alexander,  b.  ca.  1606. 

48 —  John  Bane  apparently  went  to  Bower  about  1618;  and  left  issue: 

49  Donald,  b.  ca.  1616. 

John,  b.  ca.  1618. 

49 —  Donald  Bain,  apparently  the  first  of  his  line  to  use  the  new  spelling,  seems  to 
have  dwelt  at  Thurso ;  and  left  issue : 

50  William,  b.  ca.  1652. 

50 —  William  Bain  of  Thurso  left  issue : 

51  William,  b.  ca.  1686. 

Aeneas,  b.  ca.  1698,  said  to  have  become  a  writer.1 

51 —  William  Bain  apparently  went  to  Olrig  in  later  years  and  died  there  leaving 
a  son, 

52  John,  b.  ca.  1726. 

52 —  John  Bain  apparently  married  at  Thurso  ca.  1753  and  went  to  Watten  soon 
afterwards.  He  left  a  son, 

53  William,  b.  ca.  1754  at  Watten  Parish. 


ChaH-TZH.  The "J”  Line. 


John  Bone  -43. 

I 

44.  John. 


45.  Duncan .  William. 

i 

46.  William. 

I 

47.  Donald. 

I 

48.John 

i 

4  9,  Donald  Bain. 


50.  William.  Aeneas. 


51.  William 

52.  John 


53.  William. 


1 - 

54.  Donald 
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William 
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Christian. 

5  5.  Alexander.  George 
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\ 

Donald 

i  i 

William  James 

56.  Porklcl  George  Janet 
!  *  ♦ 

Jean 

Wilfi  am  Alexander. 
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53 —  William  Bain  went  to  Bilbster  about  1769;  married  Margaret  Bain  of  Wick 
in  1775  and  had  issue: 

54  Donald,  b.  1778. 

William,  b.  1781 ;  m.  ca.  1819. 

Christian,  b.  1786. 

54 —  Donald  Bain  of  Bilbster  married  Janet  Thomson  in  Howe  on  July  24,  1812; 
and  they  had  issue : 

55  Alexander,  b.  1813. 

George,  b.  1816. 

Donald,  b.  1818. 

William,  b.  1820. 

James,  b.  1823. 

55 —  Alexander  Bain  of  Bilbster  married  Christina,  dau.  Donald  Bain-N54c  of 
Wetherslet,  in  1843;  and  they  had  issue: 

56  Donald,  b.  1845. 

56a  George,  b.  1846;  m.  Catherine  Sutherland. 

56b  Janet,  b.  1849;  m.  Alexander  Bain-M56  in  1865. 

Jean,  b.  1851 ;  m.  Peter  Nicholson. 

William,  m.  Elizabeth  Clyne. 

Alexander,  m.  Jean  Shearer. 

56 —  Donald  Bain  married  Barbara,  dau.  George  Bain-P56  and  Margaret  Keith, 
in  1866;  and  had  issue: 

57  Barbara,  b.  1867;  became  antique  dealer,  Wick;  did  not  marry;  died  Sept., 
1961,  aged  94  years  (see  Chapter  VI,  Section  A). 

Alexander,  b.  1869. 

Christina,  b.  1871. 

Donald,  b.  1874. 

Margaret,  b.  1877. 

Isabel,  b.  1879. 

Ina,  b.  1884. 

James,  b.  1886. 

Keith,  b.  1889. 


56a — George  Bain,  brother  of  Donald-56,  married  Catherine  Sutherland  and  had 
issue: 

56a  1  Alexander,  b.  1874. 

Margaret,  m.  John  Moore. 

Christina. 

56al — Alexander  Bain  married  Isa  Cameron,  and  died  1954.  He  had  issue: 
Catherine,  George,  John,  Alexander,  Andrew,  Mabel  and  David. 


Section  B.  The  Family  in  Haddingtonshire 

The  “K”  Family  Line  (Chart  VIII) 

Alexander  Bane,  the  third  son  of  John-43  and  grandson  of  John  Bane  Mackay, 
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had  a  son,  Alexander,  who  seems  to  have  gone  south,  hoping  to  find  better  employ¬ 
ment;  and  eventually  was  successful  at  Musselburgh,  where  he  settled  down.  A  grand¬ 
son  got  employment  at  Longniddry,  in  Tranent  Parish,  and  this  was  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  family’s  long  association  with  Haddingtonshire. 

Much  of  the  information  below,  starting  with  George  Bene-48,  was  prepared  from 
a  chart  compiled  by  Rev.  Chas.  Rogers,  ll.d.,  f.s.a.  (scot.),  in  1871. 


44 —  Alexander  Bane,  b.  ca.  1466,  third  son  of  John-43  and  grandson  of  John  Bane 
Mackay,  seems  to  have  married  in  Thurso  ca.  1486  and  had  issue,  including: 

45  Alexander,  b.  ca.  1487. 

William,  b.  ca.  1488. 

45 —  Alexander  Bane  went  to  friends  in  Fifeshire  about  1505,  hoping  for  assistance 
in  finding  better  employment,  but  only  found  spasmodic  work;  probably  married 
there;  about  1511,  set  out  for  Edinburgh,  finally  obtaining  employment  at  Mussel¬ 
burgh,  where  he  settled  down.  He  had  issue,  including : 

46  Alexander,  b.  ca.  1515. 

46 —  Alexander  Bane  lived  in  Musselburgh,  and  he  had  a  son, 

47  John,  b.  ca.  1541. 

47 —  John  Bene  got  a  job  in  Longniddry,  Parish  of  Tranent;  his  name  was  spelt 
“Bene”;  married  ca.  1576  and  had  issue,  a  son, 

48  George,  b.  ca.  1578. 

48 —  George  Bene  of  Longniddry  married  ca.  1610  and  had  issue: 

49  Alexander,  b.  April  13,  1612. 

James,  b.  1616. 

Gilbert  and  Isabel,  twins,  b.  1619. 

49 —  Alexander  Bene  of  Longniddry  married  Beatrice  Knight  and  had  issue : 
Alexander,  b.  1638;  m.  Marion  Fairlie  and  lived  in  Longniddry. 

James,  b.  1641 ;  m.  Marion  Elphinston  and  had  a  son  Robert. 

David,  b.  1645. 

50  William,  b.  1646. 

Thomas,  b.  1651 ;  m.  Agnes  Hewitt  and  had  son,  George. 

50 —  William  Bene,  farmer  at  Seton,  Parish  of  Tranent,  married  Janet  Merrilees 
of  same  parish  on  June  9th,  1678;  and  had  issue: 

James,  b.  ca.  1679;  m.  Janet  Wood,  1708,  and  had  dau.,  Janet. 

51  Thomas,  b.  ca.  1680. 

William,  b.  ca.  1682;  was  of  Newton;  m.  Helen  Paterson,  1714,  and  had  dau., 
Jean. 

51 —  Thomas  Bene,  farmer  at  Seton,  married  Jean  Brown  on  Nov.  22,  1714;  and 
had  issue: 

52  William,  b.  ca.  1715. 

Elizabeth,  b.  May  8,  1719. 

Christian,  b.  April  25,  1725. 

Robert,  b.  ca.  1730;  m.  Janet  Heron;  son  David  b.  1763. 
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Chartm  The“tC  Line. 


John  Bane-43. 


44.  Alexander 
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45.  Alexander  William 


46.  Alexander 
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47.  John  Bene. 
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52—  William  Bane,  farmer,  Longniddry,  Gladsmuir  Parish,  m.  Katherine  Watson, 
of  same  place,  1745;  and  had  issue: 

53  James,  b.  Mar.  27,  1746. 

George,  b.  Aug.  2,  1755. 

53b  Joseph,  b.  Aug.  6,  1760  (see  below). 

Jean,  only  dau.,  b.  Sept.  20,  1762;  m.  John  White;  had  issue. 

53—  James  Bain  had  a  university  education  and  was  appointed  schoolmaster  of 
Dunfermline;  m.  Anne,  dau.  John  Turcan  on  Aug.  23,  1775;  and  died  of  a  pulmonary 
ailment  in  1776,  leaving  issue  a  son, 

54  James,  b.  April  27,  1776. 

54_ James  Bain  was  brought  up  by  his  maternal  relatives,  the  Turcans;  suffering 
from  pulmonary  ailments,  he  followed  an  “active  profession”  and  was  put  in  charge 
of  the  Dysart  estates  in  his  19th  year.  He  married  Margaret  Thomson  of  Dysart  about 
1794;  became  chamberlain  to  the  Earl  of  Rosslyn  for  many  years;  and  died  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  1855.  His  issue  were: 

James,  b.  Aug.  31,  1797 ;  m.  Letitia  Lloyd;  d.  1854. 

Margaret,  b.  1799;  m.  William  Todd. 

55  John,  b.  Mar.  11,  1801. 

Janet,  b.  1803;  d.  unm.  1827. 

Joseph,  b.  1805;  m.  Anne  Hill;  d.s.p.  1856. 

Christian,  b.  1807;  m.  Rev.  Wm.  Muir. 

Harriet,  b.  1810;  d.  1823. 

55a  William,  b.  Mar.  6,  1814. 

Henry,  b.  1816;  d.  1823. 

George,  b.  1818;  m.  Anne  Brown. 

Erskine,  b.  1820;  d.  1845. 

Alexander,  b.  1823. 

55— John  Bain,  agent  of  Bank  of  Scotland,  St  Andrew’s,  and  factor  of  the  United 
College  and  College  of  St  Mary  in  that  city,  married  in  1824,  Jean,  eldest  dau.  James 
Smith,  parish  schoolmaster,  St  Andrew’s,  and  of  an  old  family  of  Carnwath,  Lanark¬ 
shire;  and  died  Sept.  4,  1849,  having  had  issue: 

Isabella,  b.  Nov.  12,  1825;  m.  1854  Rev.  Chas.  Rogers. 

Margaret,  b.  1827. 

Agnes  Lindsay,  b.  1829. 

Jane  and  Anne,  died  young. 

James,  b.  1835;  m.  Elizabeth,  dau.  Alexander  Hill,  1867. 

John,  d.  1869. 

Alexander,  d.  in  infancy. 

David  Wemyss,  b.  1840;  was  captain  of  a  merchant  vessel;  m.  Agnes  Glassford 
of  Greenock,  1868. 


55a — William  Bain,  brother  of  John-55,  became  Manager  of  City  of  Glasgow 
Bank,  Edinburgh;  m.  Catherine,  dau.  James  Potter,  Esq.,  Falkirk,  in  1838;  and  had 
issue: 

Janet,  d.  in  infancy. 

Margaret  Thomson,  m.  James  G.  Glassford,  with  issue. 
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Catherine,  d.  in  16th  year. 

Christian,  m.  Alex.  Potter,  Esq.,  London,  1868. 
James,  in  office  of  uncle,  Aid.  Lusk,  m.p. 

Lewis  Potter,  clerk  in  Bank  of  N.S.W.,  London, 
William,  clerk  in  City  of  Glasgow  Bank,  Edinburgh. 


53b — Joseph  Bain,  third  son  of  William-52,  became  an  extensive  stage-coach 
proprietor  and  Mail  Contractor;  realised  a  large  fortune,  and  purchased  the  estate  of 
Morriston,  Lanarkshire;  m.  Margaret  Bell,  1790;  she  d.  1806,  and  he  m.  (2)  Janet 
Blair,  who  d.  1844;  and  he  d.  1841,  having  had  issue: 

Joseph,  b.  1791 ;  advocate  at  Scottish  Bar;  d.  unm.,  1832. 

William,  b.  1793;  d.  1813. 

53bl,  John,  b.  Sept.  16,  1797. 

Marion,  b.  1795;  d.  1805. 

Catherine,  d.  young. 

53bl — Joseph  Bain  married  (1)  Isabella  Todd,  who  d.  1857;  and  (2)  Wilhelmina 
Turnbull;  both  with  high  church  connections;  succeeded  to  estate  of  Morriston  on 
death  of  his  father  in  1841 ;  and  died  Dec.  20,  1869.  He  had  issue  by  his  first  wife: 

Joseph,  a  lawyer,  b.  1826;  had  important  estates;  was  F.S.A.(Scot);  m. 

Charlotte  Piper,  1853,  and  had  six  children. 

James,  b.  1827;  in  Indian  Army  Medical  Service;  had  issue  a  son,  Harold 
Joseph,  b.  1861. 

William,  b.  1829;  d.  1844. 

John,  b.  1830;  to  Queensland  with  brother,  William  Edward. 

Janet  Blair,  b.  1832;  m.  Robt.  McLaren  of  Glasgow,  and  left  issue. 
Twins^ttemy’  a  C.E.  in  Madras,  m.  Susan  Cook,  1870; 

\  Charles,  merchant,  Christchurch,  N.Z. ;  had  one  dau. 

Edward,  b.  1836;  d.  1844. 

Ann  Margaret,  b.  1838;  d.  1844. 

Thomas  Brown,  b.  1840;  to  N.Z.  and  had  one  child. 

George,  b.  1842;  m.  Menella  Chapman,  wid.  Capt.  Chas.  Napier. 

William  Edward,  b.  1844;  became  a  sheep  farmer  in  Queensland. 

Isabella  Todd,  unmarried. 
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CHAPTER  VIII 

SOME  FAMILIES  FROM  WILLIAM,  SECOND  SON  OF 

JOHN  BANE  MACKAY 

The  line  of  descent  shown  herein  seems  to  confirm  the  tendency  of  this  growing 
family  to  gradually  overflow  eastward  in  Caithness,  from  its  original  home. 


Section  A.  A  Family  from  Duncan,  2nd  Son  of  William-43b 

The  “L”  Line  (Chart  IX) 

Apparently,  David-L48,  a  great-great-grandson  of  Duncan-44,  went  to  Freswick 
about  1617,  to  seek  better  employment,  and  was  one  of  the  first  of  the  Banes  to  settle 
in  Canisbay  or  Wick  parish.  His  brother,  Donald,  followed  him  about  1619,  with 
Adam  and  Andrew  coming  in  1624.  Andrew  settled  in  Keiss  soon  afterward;  and 
some  of  the  Freswick  descendants  moved  to  Auckingill  about  1665. 

44 —  Duncan  Bane,  2nd  son  of  William-43b  and  grandson  of  John  Bane  Mackay, 
was  born  about  1465  and  resided  in  Olrig;  married  ca.  1488;  and  died  ca.  1509,  leaving 
issue: 

Donald,  b.  ca.  1491. 

45  Duncan,  b.  ca.  1492. 

45 —  Duncan  Bane  of  Olrig  m.  ca.  1522,  and  died  ca.  1547,  leaving  a  son, 

46  Donald,  b.  ca.  1522. 

46 —  Donald  Bane  married  ca.  1552;  and  died  ca.  1579,  leaving  issue: 

47  William,  b.  ca.  1553. 

47 —  William  Bane  married  ca.  1591,  and  had  issue: 

Donald,  b.  ca.  1592;  went  to  Freswick  ca.  1619. 

48  David,  b.  ca.  1593;  went  to  Freswick  ca.  1617. 

Adam,  b.  ca.  1595;  went  to  Freswick  ca.  1624. 

Andrew,  b.  ca.  1600;  went  to  Freswick  ca.  1624. 

48 —  David  Bain  married  ca.  1621,  possibly  at  Auckingill,  and  had  known  issue 
as  follows : 

49  William,  b.  ca.  1622. 

Andrew,  b.  ca.  1623. 

John,  b.  ca.  1626. 

David,  b.  ca.  1630. 

49 —  William  Bain,  farmer  of  Freswick,  married  ca.  1656  and  had  two  known  sons: 

Andrew,  b.  ca.  1659. 

50  Adam,  b.  Nov.  16,  1664. 

50 —  Adam  Bain  of  Freswick  married  Christian  MacPhen  ca.  1704  and  had  issue: 

51  David,  b.  ca.  1709  (bpd.  July  29,  1710). 
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Chart-  U.  The  "L" Line. 
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51 —  David  Bain  of  Freswick  married  Flelen  Jack  ca.  1745  and  had  issue: 

Andrew,  bpd.  May  24,  1748. 

52  John,  bpd.  1750. 

Janet,  bpd.  May  3,  1751. 

52 —  John  Bain  of  Freswick  married  Helen  Stephen  on  Nov.  8,  1766,  and  had 
issue: 

William,  b.  Nov.  3,  1767;  married  Helen  Dunnet  on  Mar.  1,  1804. 

Elspet,  b.  May  17,  1771. 

Magnus,  b.  Sept.  23,  1775;  m.  Mgt.  Garonson,  Mar.  28,  1798. 

53  John,  bpd.  July  24,  1780. 

Simon,  bpd.  Sept.  8,  1783. 

53 —  John  Bain  of  Freswick  married  Elizabeth  Dunnet  on  Feb.  22,  1797,  and  had 
issue : 

Alexander,  b.  Dec.  8,  1798. 

Isabel,  b.  Feb.  12,  1801. 

William,  b.  June  6,  1803. 


Section  B.  A  Family  from  Donald,  Third  Son  of  William-43b 

The  “M”  Line  (Chart  X) 

This  family  appears  to  have  remained  in  the  Olrig-Thurso  area  until  about  1665, 
when  William-50  of  that  time  went  to  the  Wick  area. 


44 —  Donald  Bane,  3rd  son  of  William-43b  and  grandson  of  John  Bane  Mackay, 
was  born  ca.  1466;  married  ca.  1484;  and  died  ca.  1493,  leaving  issue : 

45  John,  b.  ca.  1485. 

Alexander,  b.  ca.  1486. 

William,  b.  ca.  1490. 

Donald,  b.  ca.  1492. 

45 —  John  Bane  married  ca.  1503 ;  and  he  died  ca.  1527,  leaving  issue: 

William,  b.  ca.  1503. 

46  Alexander,  b.  ca.  1504. 

John,  b.  ca.  1506. 

Donald,  b.  ca.  1508. 

46 —  Alexander  Bane  married  ca.  1531;  and  he  seems  to  have  died  ca.  1594; 
leaving  issue : 

William,  b.  ca.  1531. 

47  Alexander,  b.  ca.  1534. 

47 —  Alexander  Bane  married  ca.  1570;  and  he  seems  to  have  died  ca.  1610,  leaving 
issue: 

48  John,  b.  ca.  1580. 

Donald,  b.  ca.  1581 ;  progenitor  of  the  “N”  Line. 

William,  b.  ca.  1583. 

Duncan,  b.  ca.  1586. 

48 —  John  Bane  married  ca.  1605;  and  he  died  ca.  1647,  leaving  issue: 

John,  b.  ca.  1606. 
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ChortX  The"M"  Line. 
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Alexander,  b.  ca.  1608. 

49  Robert,  b.  ca.  1609. 

Donald,  b.  ca.  1612. 

49 — Robert  Bane  of  Olrig  married  ca.  1637;  and  he  died  ca.  1677,  leaving  issue: 
John,  b.  ca.  1640. 

50  William,  b.  ca.  1644. 

50_ William  Bain  seems  to  have  been  the  first  of  his  line  to  spell  his  name  BAIN, 
and  the  first  to  go  to  the  Eastern  Coasts,  arriving  at  Auckingill  ca.  1665.  He  married 
ca.  1674  and  had  issue: 

51  William,  b.  ca.  1675. 

Alexander,  b.  ca.  1676;  progenitor  of  the  “P”  Line. 

51 —  William  Bain  of  Lybster  married  Katherine  Cormack  on  Nov.  22,  1718,  and 
they  had  issue : 

Three  daughters:  Agnes,  1719;  Margaret,  1725;  and  Janet,  1734. 

John,  b.  June  20,  1736. 

52  Alexander,  b.  Feb.  25,  1739. 

52 —  Alexander  Bain  of  Quoylach  married  (1)  Anne  McBeth  on  July  12,  1764,  and 
(2)  unknown,  ca.  1774;  and  had  issue: 

^an’  \  by  first  marriage. 

Donald,  b.  1770  /  J  6 

53  Alexander,  b.  1776,  by  second  marriage. 

53 —  Alexander  Bain  of  Thrumster  married  Elizabeth  Manson  ca.  1796  and  had 
issue: 

54  Alexander,  bpd.  1806.  Margaret,  bpd.  1801. 

John,  bpd.  1798.  James,  bpd.  1803. 

54 —  Alexander  Bain  in  Harland  married  Margaret  Niven  of  Reiss  ca.  1805;  and 
they  had  issue,  a  son, 

55  Benjamin,  bpd.  1826. 

55 —  Benjamin  Bain  seems  to  have  married  at  Harland  in  1845,  and  had  issue, 


a  son, 

56  Alexander,  b.  ca.  1846. 


56 — Alexander  Bain  married  Janet  Bain-J56b  in  1865;  and  had  issue  (according 
to  information  supplied  by  Miss  Barbara  Bain  through  Mr  Donald  Gray): 


Isabella,  b.  1867. 
Ina 

Christian 

Jean 

Jessie 

Benjamin 


James 

George 

Donald,  m.  Marjory  Cuthbert 

William 

John. 


Section  C.  A  Branch  of  the  “M”  Family  Line 

The  “N”  Line  (Chart  XI) 

This  line  diverges  from  the  “M”  family  line  by  passing  through  Donald,  b.  ca. 
1580,  son  of  Alexander-M47.  This  family  seems  to  have  remained  in  the  original 
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family  neighbourhood  until  about  1685,  when  William-N50  apparently  took  his 
family  to  Mireland  in  Wick  Parish  and  settled  nearby. 

Incidentally,  this  line  is  also  that  of  Donald  Bain  who  married  Jean  Cormack  in 
1815,  and  is  thus  tied  in  with  the  other  families  of  Barbara  Bain’s  chart. 


48 — Donald  Bane  of  Olrig,  b.  ca.  1580  and  third  son  of  William-M47,  appears  to 
have  married  in  1612  and  had  issue: 


William  \ 
49  John  f 


twins,  b.  ca.  1615. 


49 —  John  Bane  of  Thurso  seems  to  have  married  ca.  1646,  and  to  have  had  a  son, 

50  William,  b.  ca.  1650. 

50 —  William  Bane  married  ca.  1676;  took  his  family  to  Mireland  about  1685;  and 
died  ca.  1694,  leaving  issue: 

51  Donald,  b.  ca.  1677. 

William,  b.  ca.  1679. 


Chart  21.  The "N”  Line. 
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51 —  Donald  Bain  of  Mireland  married  Isabel  Harrell  of  Huna  on  Nov.  24th, 
1705,  and  had  issue: 

Donald,  bpd.  July  17,  1709. 

Christiana,  bpd.  Feb.  17,  1714. 

52  Robert,  bpd.  Aug.  3,  1718. 

Margaret,  bpd.  Feb.  28,  1722. 

52 —  Robert  Bain  of  Mireland  married  (1)  Margaret  Budge  on  Nov.  30,  1749,  and 
(2)  Elspet  Sinclair  on  Dec.  12,  1755.  His  issue  were: 

Isabel,  by  first  marriage,  b.  ca.  Sept.  15,  1751. 

53  Alexander,  b.  1757.  Robert,  b.  1763. 

William,  b.  1759.  George,  b.  1766. 

John,  b.  1761.  Jean,  b.  1771. 

53 —  Alexander  Bain,  farmer  at  Auckingill,  married  Catherine  Mowat  on  Oct.  29th, 
1778,  and  had  issue: 

54  William,  b.  1780.  Margaret,  b.  1790. 

Alexander,  b.  1782.  Benjamin,  b.  1792. 

Janet,  b.  1785.  John,  b.  1795. 

54c  Donald,  b.  1787.  George,  b.  1798. 

54 —  William  Bain,  farmer  at  Mireland,  m.  Elizabeth  Bain  of  the  same  place  on 
Feb.  12,  1813,  and  had  issue: 

55  William,  b.  1815.  Elizabeth,  b.  1821. 

John,  b.  1816.  George,  b.  1823. 

Donald,  b.  1819. 

54c — Donald  Bain  of  Wetherslet  m.  Jean  Cormack  of  Wathegar  in  1815,  and  had 
issue: 

54cl  Christina,  b.  1818;  m.  Alexander  Bain  of  Bilbster-J55. 

Donald,  b.  1827;  m.  Janet  Miller  and  had  dau.,  Janet,  who  m.  Alex.  Gray, 
uncle  of  Donald  Gray  of  Hemet,  California. 


Section  D.  A  Second  Branch  of  the  “M”  Family  Line 

The  “P”  Line  (Chart  XII) 

This  line  diverges  from  the  senior  line  of  section  B  by  passing  through  Alexander 
Bain,  the  second  son  of  William-M50.  It  seems  to  have  remained  in  the  Auckingill 
area  until  1808,  when  John-55  rented  a  small  place  at  Backlass  Hill,  in  Watten  parish. 

John-P55  was  one  of  the  Bains  involved  in  Barbara  Bain’s  family  chart.  He  also 
was  the  father  of  Alexander  Bain,  the  inventor  of  the  electric  clock  and  of  the  electro¬ 
magnetic  printing  telegraph. 

51 —  Alexander  Bain  of  Freswick,  b.  ca.  1676  and  son  of  William-M50,  appears 
to  have  married  ca.  1693  and  to  have  had  issue: 

52  John,  b.  1694. 

Alexander,  b.  ca.  1695. 

52 —  John  Bain  seems  to  have  married  ca.  1717  and  had  issue: 

53  John,  b.  ca.  1722. 
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Chart  YU.  The  “P”  Line 
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53 —  John  Bain  seems  to  have  married  ca.  1755  and  to  have  had  issue: 

54  John,  b.  ca.  1756. 

54 —  John  Bain  of  Auckingill  married  ca.  1789  and  had  issue,  including: 

55  John,  b.  1790. 

George,  b.  ca.  1795. 

55 —  John  Bain,  a  farmer  who  went  to  Watten  parish  about  1808,  rented  a  small 
property  at  Backlass  Hill.  He  married  Isabella  Tait  in  1809,  and  they  had  issue, 
including : 

56a  Alexander  and  a  twin  sister,  Margaret,  b.  Oct.,  1810. 

John,  b.  1812;  succ.  at  Backlass;  had  issue,  John,  Henry  and  Alexander. 

Peter,  b.  1813;  joined  army,  lost  a  hand,  and  became  a  school  teacher  at 

Edinburgh;  m. - Macadie;  had  one  son  and  two  daughters;  retired 

to  Haddingtonshire,  and  died  ca.  1890. 

Isabel,  b.  ca.  1814;  m.  Hugh  Sutherland;  sister  m.  Wm.  Sutherland. 

56  George,  b.  ca.  1817. 

56 —  George  Bain,  a  farmer  at  Backlass  Hill,  married  Margaret  Keith,  dau.  Peter 
Keith  and  Barbara  Swanson,  in  1845;  and  had  issue: 

57  Barbara,  b.  1846;  m.  Donald  Bain-J56  in  1866  (see  Chapter  VII). 

56a — Alexander  Bain,  brother  of  George,  and  the  inventor  of  the  electric  clock, 
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married - Finlaison  ca.  1839,  probably  in  Edinburgh.  They  had  a  daughter, 

who  m. - Brander,  and  twin  sons,  of  whom  one  died  young  and  the  other, 

Alexander,  went  to  America,  where  he  became  an  estate-holder,  but  died  suddenly  on 
entering  New  York  harbour  after  a  trip.  The  inventor’s  wife  died  in  1856,  and  he  is 
said  to  have  died  in  1877. 
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CHAPTER  IX 

THE  FAMILY  OF  ALEXANDER,  THE  THIRD  SON,  IN  DINGWALL 

Section  A.  The  Lairds  of  Tulloch,  to  1719 

The  “R”  Family  Line  (Chart  XIII) 

This  family  moved  to  Dingwall  about  1482  and  their  descendants  took  a  prominent 
part  in  the  public  and  social  life  of  the  Highlands,  and  particularly  of  Dingwall,  for 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  years.  They  became  famous  as  the  “Lairds  of  Tulloch” 
and  as  one  of  the  most  illustrious  families  of  Northern  Scotland,  having  formed 
matrimonial  alliances  with  many  of  the  leading  families  there.  They  reached  the  peak 
of  their  eminence  in  Sir  Donald  Bayne,  who  had  become  an  important  national 
figure;  but  they  seem  to  have  suffered  a  heavy  rate  of  mortality  towards  the  end  of 
his  long  rule,  with  a  consequent  change  in  the  line  of  succession  soon  afterwards. 
Moreover,  about  forty  years  later,  the  barony  was  in  much  less  prosperous  circum¬ 
stances — probably  due  to  extravagances,  including  the  extension  of  the  Castle — and, 
in  1762,  their  vast  possessions  were  sold  judicially  and  purchased  by  the  Davidsons. 

The  first  Bain  lands  in  Tulloch  appear  to  have  been  obtained  by  Duncan-45  from 
his  mother  in  1512,  and  these  were  greatly  increased  later,  from  various  sources. 
However,  the  direct  legitimate  male  line  became  extinct  on  the  death  of  the  6th  Laird 
in  1719,  when  the  succession  passed  to  a  junior  branch  of  it,  as  covered  in  Section  B 
hereof. 


43 —  Alexander  Bane,  the  third  son  of  John  Bane  Mackay,  appears  to  have  married, 
about  1455,  a  sister  of  Farquhar  Oure,  who  had  lands  in  several  places.  He  moved 
his  family  to  Dingwall  about  1482,  when  his  wife  appears  to  have  received  a  legacy 
of  some  property  there.  He  died  ca.  1503,  leaving  issue,  probably  born  near  Olrig: 

Donald,  b.  ca.  1461. 

44  Alexander,  b.  ca.  1462. 

John,  b.  ca.  1463. 

David,  b.  ca.  1465. 

44 —  Alexander  Bane  was  taken  to  Dingwall  by  his  father  about  1482  and  apparently 
became  a  business  man  there;  took  an  active  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  burgh  and 
was  a  burgess  there  ca.  1494.  He  died  ca.  1518,  leaving  issue: 

45  Duncan,  b.  ca.  1489. 

John,  b.  ca.  1490. 

45a  William,  b.  ca.  1500. 

Alexander,  b.  ca.  1503. 

45 —  Duncan  Bane  became  the  1st  Bane  “Laird  of  Tulloch.”  He  married  in  1512 
and  received  from  his  mother  some  property  at  Tulloch.  His  wife  was  a  daughter  of 
Hector  Roy  Mackenzie,  the  1st  of  Gairloch,  through  whom  also  he  probably  received 
some  property.  In  1542,  King  James  V  granted  him  some  further  lands  in  Tulloch  and 
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Chart  XHL.  The  "R"  1/5*  Lines. 
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The  Baynes  of  Tulloch 

elsewhere1  which  had  belonged  to  his  great-uncle,  Farquhar  Oure,  whose  son  and 
previous  heir  had  died;2  this  apparently  included  Tulloch  Castle.  In  1553,  the  adjoining 
lands  of  Davochcarte  (the  present  Dochcarty),  were  obtained  from  the  Munros.3 
He  died  ca.  1559,  leaving  issue: 

46  Alexander,  b.  ca.  1515,  his  successor. 

Two  younger  sons,  John  and  William. 

A  natural  son,  Ronald,  b.  ca.  1518. 

Two  daughters. 

Duncan’s  brother,  William-45a,  was  taken  by  his  employer  to  Papigo;  met  a  girl 
named  Mariot;  went  back  to  Papigo  later,  got  work  there,  married  her,  and  a  son, 
William,  was  born  about  1528.  He  died  ca.  1538,  and  his  widow  married  Hugh  Groat 
in  1540.  At  the  same  time,  Hugh  and  Mariota  Bane,  his  spouse,  granted  by  charter  to 
young  William  Bane  in  Papigo  the  whole  of  the  field  called  Stemster. 
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46 — Alexander  Bane,  the  2nd  Bane  Laird  of  Tulloch,  married  twice — in  1558  and 
1562.  His  first  marriage  seems  to  have  been  to  Janet  Dingwall,  of  the  Dingwalls  of 
Kildun  and  Ussie,  by  whom  he  had  a  son  and  heir,  Duncan;  and  his  second  wife  was 
Agnes,  dau.  James  Fraser  and  niece  of  Hugh,  5th  Lord  Lovat,  by  whom  he  had  eight 
more  children.  In  1562,  he  exchanged  certain  lands  in  Sutherland — probably  part  of 
the  lands  which  his  father  had  obtained  from  James  V  in  1542 — with  Robert  Munro 
of  Fowlis,  for  lands  in  Ross,  and  “for  infefting  him  in  Fowlis’s  arable  lands  in  the 
Burgh  of  Dingwall.”4  He  died  ca.  1599,  having  had  issue: 

47  Duncan,  his  successor,  by  his  first  marriage ;  and,  by  his  2nd  marriage, 

Alexander,  progenitor  of  the  Bains  of  Wester  Logie. 

Ronald, 

Janet,  Giles, 

John,  Hugh,  or  Ewen, 

Marjory,  Catherine. 

He  had  lived  in  a  period  of  stirring  feuds  or  episodes,  some  of  which  affected  the 
family,  including: 

1.  The  Reformation  and  the  teaching  of  John  Knox  were  beginning  to  have  an 
effect  on  the  religious  thinking  of  the  people.  In  1560,  the  Scottish  Parliament 
abolished  the  papal  jurisdiction  in  Scotland.  This  was  a  significant  step  in  the 
progress  of  the  Reformation;  but  it  seemed  to  increase  the  ambitions  of  powerful 
people  who  were  waiting  for  chances  to  increase  their  properties;  also,  it  resulted 
in  great  unsettlement  due  to  the  intrigues  of  the  Royal  Family  in  their  efforts, 
first,  to  maintain  the  Roman  system,  and,  later,  to  influence  the  episcopal  system. 

2.  The  Privy  Council  records  dated  Dec.  25,  1595,  refer  to  the  complaint  of 
Alexander  Bane  of  Tulloch  and  Alexander  Bane,  Fiar  of  Logie,  against  John 
Mackenzie,  Minister  of  Urray,  to  the  effect  that  the  latter  was  accused  “first,  of 
harbouring  John  Macgillicum  Rasa,  a  common  thief  and  lummair  and  denounced 
rebel  there,”  for  the  purpose  of  murdering  the  two  sons  of  the  said  Alexander 
Bane  of  Logie,  and,  secondly,  of  coming  to  the  complainant’s  lands  of  Urray  and 
cutting  “his  plewis  and  rigwiddies,”  and  thereby  and  by  “utheris  and  like  oppin 
and  manifest  oppression,”  laying  the  said  lands  waste.  Bane  of  Logie  appeared 
for  himself  at  the  appointed  time,  but  Mackenzie  failed  to  appear,  was  denounced 
rebel  and  put  to  the  horn. 

3.  Alexander,  a  son  of  Alexander-46  by  his  second  marriage,  was  known  as 
“The  Younger  of  Tulloch”  since  his  father  also  was  Alexander;  and  was  famous 
as  “Alastair  Mor  Ban”  because  of  his  strength,  fierceness  and  his  savage  acts,  which 
caused  his  father  much  concern.  For  instance,  he  came  to  hate  the  Mackenzies 
for  their  acquisitive  activities;  and,  when  one  of  them  claimed  the  Bane  lands 
in  Torridan,5  he  led  a  band  of  kinsfolk  to  the  public  fair  at  Logie,  where  the  whole 
county  would  gather,  attacked  his  enemy  and  killed  him  on  the  spot.  Another 
Mackenzie,  who  demanded  satisfaction,  was  also  struck  down.  These  two  Mac¬ 
kenzies  were  amongst  the  finest  swordsmen  of  the  day,  so  their  clansmen  fell 
upon  the  Banes  and  their  friends  the  Munros  before  they  could  get  together. 
Many  of  the  Banes  and  thirteen  of  the  Munros  are  said  to  have  been  slain,  and 
some  Mackenzies.  Alastair  Mor  escaped  and  made  his  way  to  his  uncle,  Lord 
Lovat,  at  Beauly.  Lovat  seems  to  have  sent  a  messenger  to  the  King  at  Falkland 
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Palace  to  present  the  Bane  version  of  the  affair;  but  the  Mackenzies  got  there 
first,  and  they  also  burnt  the  Bane  barns  and  stackyards  at  Lemlair,  three  miles 
east  of  Dingwall.  The  Council  at  Falkland  gave  orders  for  the  Banes  of  Tulloch 
and  the  Mackenzies  of  Kintail  to  bind  themselves  to  keep  the  peace. 

4.  In  1596,  the  Second  Laird,  claiming  to  be  “a  decrepid  aged  man  past  eighty 
years  of  age  and  blind,”  complained  to  the  King  against  Kenneth  Mackenzie 
of  Kintail  on  another  matter ;  and  the  King  remitted  the  complaint  to  be  decided 
by  ordinary  judges.  In  Sept.,  1599,  Kintail  entered  into  a  bond  for  a  thousand 
merks  that  John  Dunbar,  fiar  of  Avoch,  and  others,  in  five  hundred  merks  each, 
“will  not  harm  Roderick  Dingwall  of  Tulloch,  Duncan  Bane,  heir-apparent  of 
Tulloch,  Alexander  Bane  of  Logie,”  and  other  sons  and  grandsons  of  Bane  of 
Tulloch. 

47 — Duncan  Bane,  the  Third  Laird,  was  born  ca.  1559  and  succeeded  his  father  in 
1599.  He  married,  first,  Elspet,  daughter  and  co-heir  of  Torquil  Conanach  Macleod  of 
Lewis;  and,  secondly,  Isabel,  daughter  of  Alexander  Mackenzie,  II  of  Fairburn.  He 
and  his  family  became  involved  in  more  of  the  exciting  activities  of  the  times  and  place, 
including : — 

1.  During  a  feud  between  the  Mackenzies  of  Gairloch  and  the  Macleods  of 
Lewis,  the  grasping  Mackenzie  sent  his  son  Murdoch  in  1611,  along  with  young 
Alexander  Bane  of  Tulloch  and  others,  to  search  for  and  seize  a  local  chief  in 
Skye;  but  for  some  unknown  reason  they  landed  at  Rasay.  On  their  arrival  there, 
the  Laird  of  Rasay  went  on  board  and  unexpectedly  found  Murdoch  Mackenzie 
in  the  vessel.  He  decided  to  take  the  latter  as  a  prisoner,  in  security  for  his  cousin 
whom  the  Laird  of  Gairloch  was  holding  in  captivity.  However,  the  visitors  put 
up  a  strong  resistance  for  a  considerable  time,  until  Murdoch,  Alexander  Bane 
and  the  whole  party  except  three  were  slain.  The  Laird  of  Rasay  and  most  of 
his  party  also  were  killed,  so  the  remaining  three  Mackenziemen  managed  to  get 
away;  but  they  are  said  to  have  expired  on  the  voyage  homewards. 

2.  In  an  effort  to  put  an  end  to  the  old  quarrels  between  his  Clan  and  the 
Colquhouns  of  Luss,  Alexander  Macgregor  took  a  party  in  1602  to  the  borders 
of  Luss’s  territory,  where  he  expected,  by  the  mediation  of  friends,  to  reach  an 
amicable  adjustment.  However,  the  effort  failed  and  Macgregor  started  home¬ 
wards.  He  was  followed  and  only  his  alertness  enabled  him  to  withstand  a 
surprise  attack  in  which  he  lost  a  brother  and  another  man,  whilst  Luss  lost  two 
hundred.  The  Laird  of  Luss  promptly  sent  notice  of  the  disaster  to  the  King, 
misrepresenting  the  affair  in  such  a  way  as  to  greatly  incense  the  King.  The  Clan 
Macgregor’s  version  was  not  yet  available,  so  the  King  most  unfairly  proclaimed 
them  rebels  and  appointed  the  Earl  of  Argyle  to  rout  out  and  extirpate  them, 
making  it  a  crime  to  aid  or  commune  with  them.  Argyle  would  enjoy  this;  but 
the  highlanders  greatly  resented  such  cruel  and  inhuman  action,  especially  those 
in  Ross,  and  many  would  not  be  bribed.  Amongst  those  who  were  fined  were: 
William  Bane,  dyer  in  Dingwall,  one  pound;  Alastair  Bane  of  Logie,  1000  merks; 
and  John  MacEane  vicBayne,  in  Caldwell,  100  merks. 

Duncan  died  ca.  1623,  having  had  issue,  (by  his  1st  marriage), 

Alexander,  b.  ca.  1590;  killed  in  1611,  as  shown  above. 

48  John,  b.  ca.  1591;  his  ultimate  heir  and  successor. 
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48a  Ronald,  b.  ca.  1597;  progenitor  of  the  Banes  of  Knockbain  and  of  Donald 
Bain  of  Dingwall  and  Wick  (Lines  T  and  U); 

Kenneth,  Lauchlan,  Duncan,  Roderick,  David,  Donald,  Anne,  Janet,  Elizabeth 
and  Agnes. 

Alexander,  b.  ca.  1612,  by  the  2nd  marriage;  later,  became  the  “First  of 
Tarradale.” 

Note — The  only  direct  male  line  from  this  family,  which  is  known  to  continue  to  the 

present  time,  now  diverges  from  the  line  of  the  lairds  to  pass  through  Ronald 

-48a,  the  third  son  of  Duncan-47  and  the  First  Bane  of  Knockbain.  (See  Sect. 

C.)  The  story  of  the  line  of  the  Lairds,  however,  will  be  continued  below  and 

in  Section  B,  as  an  essential  part  of  the  Clan  history. 

48—  John  Bane,  the  Fourth  Laird,  succeeded  his  father  ca.  1626;  married  Eliza¬ 
beth,  dau.  Roderick  Mackenzie,  I  of  Redcastle,  ca.  1616;  and  was  particularly 
prominent  in  Dingwall’s  municipal  affairs,  being  Provost  three  times.  Elis  lands  in  the 
Parish  of  Dingwall  in  1644  had  a  yearly  rental  value  of  £906  6s.  8d.,  Scots. 

Stirring  events  featured  his  time.  Most  important,  probably,  was  the  resistance  of 
Charles  I  to  the  demands  of  Parliament  for  free  worship,  which  resulted  in  the  framing 
of  the  National  Covenant  in  1639.  This  held  all  who  signed  it  bound  to  restore  and 
uphold  the  Church  of  their  fathers.  It  was  enthusiastically  signed  by  all  except  those 
of  Roman  leaning.  The  struggle  became  violent,  and  in  1649  the  Royalists  were 
defeated  at  Balwearie. 

Soon  afterwards,  the  Presbytery,  sitting  as  a  Spiritual  Court  on  charges  of  breach 
of  the  Covenant  Oath,  took  up  the  cases  of  Alexander  and  John  Bane  of  Knockbane, 
Alexander  Bane  of  Tulloch,  Capt.  Bane  of  Brahan  and  Alexander  Bane  of  Tarradale. 
These  apparently  confessed  that  they  had  followed  Lords  Reay  and  Mackenzie  in 
the  rising  of  1649  in  support  of  King  Charles  and,  before  the  defeat  of  Balwearie, 
had  helped  to  capture  Inverness  and  demolish  the  Town’s  walls.  They  supplicated  the 
Presbytery  to  accept  their  repentance.  The  men  of  rank  were  probably  fined;  but,  in 
the  cases  of  some  “common  men”  who  were  also  charged,  it  was  recognised  that  they 
had  been  coerced  or  misled,  and  they  were  dismissed  on  giving  oath  to  not  again  take 
up  arms  against  the  Parliament. 

John  died  in  1669,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  grandson,  Donald.  He  had  had  issue; 

49  Duncan,  b.  ca.  1618. 

Roderick,  b.  ca.  1620;  became  “Tutor  of  Tulloch.”  (See  Sect.  B.) 

Ronald,  b.  ca.  1625. 

John,  b.  ca.  1626;  m.  Jean,  dau.  Rev.  Wm.  Lauder  of  Avoch. 

Elizabeth,  who  m.  twice. 

Margaret,  m.  John  Mackenzie,  II  of  Davochcairn. 

49—  Duncan  Bane,  eldest  son  of  the  Fourth  Laird,  married  Catherine,  dau.  Alex¬ 
ander  Mackenzie  of  Kilcoy,  ca.  1637;  and  died  ca.  1649,  before  his  father,  leaving 
issue : 

50  (Sir)  Donald,  b.  ca.  1640;  became  the  5th  Laird. 

John,  b.  ca.  1643;  m.  Elspet  Mackenzie;  a  son  “David”  b.  1685. 

Henry,  m.  Mgt.  Murray;  was  Baillie  in  1674. 

50 —  Sir  Donald  Bane,  eldest  son  of  Duncan-49,  succeeded  his  grand-father  as 
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5th  Laird  in  1670;  married  Annabella,  dau.  John  Mackenzie,  II  of  Applecross,  ca. 
1671;  was  very  prominent  in  Scottish  National  affairs;  knighted  in  1680;  apparently 
started  spelling  his  name  Bayne  soon  afterwards;  member  of  Scots  Parliament  in 
1681  and  1685;  and  Provost  of  Dingwall  in  1709.  In  1685,  he  mortified  certain  funds 


for  the  support  of  three  bursars  each  at  the  Universities  of  St.  Andrew’s  and  Edin¬ 
burgh.4 

The  family  attained  the  peak  of  its  prominence  and  prestige  in  his  time— for  he 
was  a  very  noted  man  and  the  only  Bayne  Laird  of  Tulloch  to  be  knighted.  However, 


the  loss  of  most  of  his  children  in  his 
He  died  in  1716,  having  had  issue: 
51a  John,  b.  1673. 

Duncan,  b.  1674. 

Alexander,  b.  1676. 

51  Kenneth,  b.  1677. 
Annabella,  b.  1678. 

Rorie,  b.  1679. 

Ronald,  b.  1680. 


years  must  have  been  heart-breaking  to 

Katherine,  b.  1681. 

Elizabeth,  b.  1683. 

Donald,  b.  1684. 

James,  b.  1685. 

Alexander,  b.  1686. 

William,  b.  1688 
Janet,  b.  1692. 


51— Kenneth  Bayne,  the  sixth  Laird,  was  burgess  of  Dingwall  in  1709 ;  succeeded  his 
father  in  1716,  as  the  fourth  and  eldest  surviving  son;  married  in  1718  Isabel,  daughter 
of  Sir  Kenneth  Mackenzie  of  Scatwell;  and  died  in  May,  1719,  without  legitimate 
issue.  It  appears  that  the  rate  of  mortality  in  the  family  in  the  early  seventeen 
hundreds  was  very  high,  so  that  all  the  male  issue  of  Sir  Donald  and  his  sons  had  died 
by  the  end  of  1719.  Kenneth’s  cousin  John-S50,  therefore,  got  possession  of  the 
estate  as  the  nearest  male  heir;  and  the  story  of  the  later  Lairds  will  be  outlined  in 
Section  B,  which  follows  below. 

Kenneth’s  eldest  brother,  John-5  la,  as  was  kindly  pointed  out  to  the  Author  by 
Col.  Angus  Vickers,  became  a  member  of  the  Royal  Company  of  Archers,  (the  Queen’s 
Body  Guard  for  Scotland),  some  time  before  1703.  On  Sept.  4th  of  that  year,  however, 
and  at  a  dinner  after  an  archery  shoot,  the  Captain-General  proposed  that  four 
Brigadiers  be  chosen  for  the  better  management  of  the  Company;  and  John  Bayne, 
the  then  heir-presumptive  of  Tulloch,  was  one  of  those  chosen. 


Section  B.  The  Family  of  Roderick  Bayne,  the  Tutor  of  Tulloch. 

The  “S”  Line— a  branch  of  the  “R”  Line.  (Chart  XIII) 

49 — Roderick  Bayne,  the  second  son  of  John-48,  the  fourth  Laird,  was  born  ca. 
1619;  became  Tutor  of  Tulloch  during  the  minority  of  his  nephews;  married  (1) 
Helen  Mackenzie,  ca.  1660,  and  (2)  Catherine  Ross,  ca.  1677;  and  he  died  ca.  1686, 
having  had  issue: 

(by  first  marriage) — 

50a  John,  ca.  1661 ;  became  the  7th  Laird. 

Margaret,  b.  1663  Duncan,  b.  1666 

Donald,  b.  1667. 

(by  second  marriage) — 

Margaret,  b.  1679. 

Henry,  b.  1681. 

Ronald,  b.  1682. 


50  Kenneth,  b.  1684;  8th  Laird. 
Hugh,  b.  1687. 
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50a — John  Bayne,  eldest  son  of  Roderick  the  Tutor,  and  grandson  of  the  fourth 
Laird,  inherited  the  Lairdship  and  Barony  of  Tulloch  on  the  death  of  his  cousin 
Kenneth,  the  6th  Laird,  thus  becoming  the  7th  Laird;  but  he  soon  sold  the  reversion  of 
the  estate  to  his  younger  step-brother,  Kenneth-50,  the  sasine  being  dated  August, 
1719.  He  died  without  legitimate  issue  in  1731. 

50—  Kenneth  Bayne,  having  purchased  the  reversion  of  the  Tulloch  estate  from 
his  brother  John,  became  the  8th  Laird  about  1720.  He  seems  also  to  have  purchased 
the  Drynie  property  when  it  was  offered  for  sale  about  1736;  and  to  have  added  the 
large  extension  to  the  Castle,  on  the  west  side,  about  1747.  (These  may  have  been  some 
of  the  items  which  paved  the  way  to  the  financial  crisis  in  the  affairs  of  the  Barony 
some  years  later.)  He  married  ca.  1700  Anna  Bayne,  daughter  of  Ronald-U50, 
Third  of  Knockbain;  and  died  about  1747,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  his  elder  son. 
His  issue  were: 

51  Kenneth,  bpd.  Feb.  10.  1719;  his  successor. 

William,  bpd.  Mar.  21,  1720. 

(When  the  Bayne  family  of  Tarradale  became  extinct  in  the  direct  male  line  on 
the  death  of  Duncan,  the  4th  in  line,  in  1719,  their  estate  seems  to  have  passed  to  John, 
the  7th  Laird  of  Tulloch.) 

51 —  Kenneth  Bayne,  the  9th  Laird,  was  the  last  of  the  Bayne  family  to  reign  at 
Tulloch.  He  probably  found  the  estate  financially  embarrassed  when  he  inherited  it, 
due  to  the  extravagances  of  his  father;  and  tried  to  get  things  straightened  out,  but 
unsuccessfully.  He  gave  up  the  struggle  in  1762,  and  the  Barony  was  sold  by  judicial 
process.  Thus,  the  ancient  possessions  of  Tulloch  passed  from  the  Baynes  to  the 
Davidsons.  Kenneth  seems  to  have  married  in  1753;  and  to  have  died  s.p.  about  1768. 

The  purchaser  of  the  estate  was  Henry  Davidson,  the  son  of  William  Davidson  who 
married  Jean  Bayne  in  1719.  This  Jean  seems  to  have  been  born  ca.  1688  and  a 
granddaughter  of  John,  son  of  Ronald  I  of  Knockbain,  by  his  2nd  marriage. 

Section  C.  The  Baynes  of  Knockbayne. 

The  “T”  Line— 2nd  Branch  of  the  “R”  Line  (Chart.  XIV) 

John  Bayne,  the  4th  Laird,  granted  to  his  brother  Ronald  in  1632  an  area  near 
the  Town  of  Dingwall  which  was  known  as  Knockbain  due  to  its  proximity  to  a  hill 
of  that  name,  in  return  for  his  taking  full  responsibility  for  the  area  on  his  behalf.  Ronald 
and  his  descendants  held  the  property  until  ca.  1720,  when  it  was  apparently  taken 
away  from  them  by  the  8th  Laird,  with  the  Priesthill  property  in  Cromartie  as  a  sort 
of  compensation. 


48 — Ronald  Bane,  third  son  of  Duncan,  the  3rd  Laird,  was  first  of  the  family  at 
Knockbain,  which  was  in  the  Parish  of  Kilmuir  Wester.  He  was  said  to  have  been  a 
writer  in  Dingwall;  and  he  married  (1)  Janet,  dau.  Rev.  Thomas  Houston,  Minister  at 
Inverness,  ca.  1626,  and  (2)  a  wife  whose  name  does  not  seem  to  be  recorded.  He  died 
ca.  1646,  having  had  issue: 

Duncan,  b.  ca.  1627;  died  before  his  father. 

49  Alexander,  b.  ca.  1628;  his  successor. 

Kenneth,  b.  ca.  1631. 
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CharVZET  The  “T*  and'U^Lmes 


The  Banes  of  Knock  bane 


Duncan  Dane- 47,  The  3rd  Laird 


4-8.  Ronald,  I  of Knockbane 


I - 1 - 1  l  i  i  1 

4-9.  Duncan  Alexander  IT,  Kenneth  3  Dau*  John  Donald  Janet 


( 

50 .  Ronald  EL  Alexander  Kenneth 


- 1 

Donald  Giles 


1  i  l  i 

51.  Alexander  Kenneth  Ann  John 


i  I  l 

John  Donald  I  sabel 


52.  Ronald  3Z I  Donald 


I - 1  l  I 

Katherine  Janet  Isabel  Donald 


53.  /Alexander  Catherine 


T 


John  Christy 


r 


T 


T 
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5  4.  Mary  Donald  James  Anne  John  Peter 


(To  Wick,  ca.  1827) 


Also  Margaret,  Christian,  Catherine  (by  his  first  marriage) ;  and  John,  Ronald 
and  Janet  (by  his  second  marriage). 

49 — Alexander  Bane,  the  2nd  of  Knockbain,  succeeded  his  father.  He  married  (1) 
Agnes,  dau.  Colin  Mackenzie,  I  of  Kincraig,  ca.  1655  and  (2)  Isabel  Mackenzie,  ca. 
1669.  He  and  his  brother  John  have  already  been  mentioned  as  having  confessed  to 
charges  of  breach  of  the  Covenant  Oath  in  1649  and  probably  been  fined.  He  died 
ca.  1671,  having  had  issue: 

(by  his  first  marriage) — 

50  Ronald,  b.  ca.  1657;  his  successor. 

Alexander,  b.  ca.  1659. 

Janet,  b.  ca.  1661;  m.  Rev.  J.  Macrae. 

Margaret,  bpd.  Jan.  2,  1664. 

Kenneth,  bpd.  Dec.  1,  1664. 

(by  his  second  marriage) — 

50b  Donald,  bpd.  Dec.  22,  1670;  prog’r  of  the  Green-Bain  Line,  (See  Sect.  D.) 

Giles,  bpd.  Mar.  10,  1672. 
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50 —  Ronald  Bane,  3rd  of  Knockbane,  married  Catherine,  dau.  Roderick  Mac¬ 
kenzie,  ca.  1679;  and  he  died  ca.  1718,  leaving  issue: 

51  Alexander,  b.  Feb.  27,  1680. 

Kenneth,  b.  July  20,  1681. 

Ann,  b.  Aug.  24,  1683;  apparently  m.  Kenneth-S50. 

John,  b.  Aug.  13,  1684. 

51 —  Alexander  Bayne,  4th  of  Knockbane,  seems  to  have  inherited  a  property  at 
Delnie  through  his  mother,  and  was  referred  to  as  “of  Delny.”  He  married  Jean,  dau. 
John  Gray  of  Arboll,  Sutherland,  in  1702;  and  he  was  to  succeed  to  the  Lairdship  of 
Tulloch  in  case  there  was  a  failure  of  issue  of  Kenneth  Bayne,  half-brother  of  the  7th 
Laird.  He  died  ca.  1646,  leaving  : 

52  Ronald,  b.  ca.  1705;  his  successor. 

Donald,  b.  ca.  1708;  Baillie  of  Dingwall,  1740. 

52 —  Ronald  Bayne,  5th  of  Knockbain  and  2nd  of  Delny,  married  Jean,  dau.  Sir 
John  Mackenzie  of  Coul,  ca.  1727;  was  Baillie  of  Dingwall  in  1740;  and  apparently 
Kenneth,  the  8th  Laird,  took  Knockbain  from  him  in  order  to  accept  an  offer  to  lease 
it  at  a  higher  rental,  ca.  1721,  giving  him  later  a  grant  of  Priesthill  property  in  Crom- 
artie.  He  died  in  1743,  leaving  issue: 

53  Alexander,  b.  1728;  and  his  successor. 

Catherine,  b.  ca.  1731. 

53 —  Alexander  Bayne,  3rd  of  Delny  and  2nd  of  Priesthill,  was  a  lieutenant  in  the 
Navy  when  he  inherited  the  properties  in  1743.  In  June,  1757,  he  gave  a  sasine  of 
Delny  and  Priesthill  to  James  Cuthbert  of  Milcraig,  probably  in  right  of  his  wife,  a 
sister  of  Alexander.  It  is  understood  that  Alexander,  in  1758,  had  a  sailing  business, 
and  that  he  married  later. 


Section  D.  The  Line  of  Donald  Bain,  Who  Married  Helen  Green  at  Wick. 

The  “U”  Line,  a  Branch  of  the  “T”  Line  (Chart.  XIV) 

This  Donald  Bain  was  born  in  1808  at  Kinnairdie,  in  Dingwall  Parish,  and  later 
went  to  Wick  in  search  of  employment.  He  got  established  there,  married,  and  raised  a 
family  which  is  now  represented  in  many  places.  It  is  the  only  family  group  from  the 
Bains  of  Tulloch  which  we  have  been  able  to  identify  as  still  in  existence  in  the  male 
line.  There  must  be  others,  but  they  simply  were  not  evident. 

This  line  has  descended  from  Donald-T50,  the  elder  son  of  Alexander,  the  2nd  of 
Knockbain,  by  his  second  marriage. 


49 —  Alexander  Bane,  the  2nd  of  Knockbane,  had  a  son,  Donald,  the  elder  by  his 
second  marriage,  as  shown  in  Section  C,  thus : 

50  Donald,  bpd.  Dec.  22,  1670. 

50 —  Donald  Bane  married  Margaret  Manson  in  1703,  and  the  baptisms  of  their 
first  two  children  were  witnessed  by  Sir  Donald  Bayne  and  by  Bayne  of  Knockbain ; 
for  other  children  (after  a  considerable  gap  in  the  Register),  Kenneth  of  Knockbain 
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was  a  witness,  indicating  a  close  relationship  with  those  people.  Their  known  children 
were : — 

John,  bpd.  Dec.  20,  1703. 

51  Donald,  bpd.  Mar.  10,  1705. 

Annabella,  bpd.  Mar.  22,  1718. 

Isabel,  bpd.  Aug.  12,  1719. 

51—  Donald  Bayne  in  Teanuild  was  shown,  after  a  further  gap  in  the  Register,  as 
having  the  following  children: 

Katherine,  bpd.  May  9,  1743. 

Janet,  bpd.  Dec.  26,  1745. 

Isabel,  bpd.  Nov.  16,  1748. 

Isabel,  bpd.  June  15,  1753. 

52  Donald,  bpd.  1756. 

52—  Donald  Bain,  mealer,  of  Lettochcruich,  married  Elspet  Mackenzie  about  1777, 
and  they  had  issue : 

53  John,  bpd.  Mar.  17,  1780,  at  Lettochcruich. 

Christy,  bpd.  Nov.  2,  1782,  at  Mill  of  Inch. 

53—  John  Bain,  of  Kinnairdie,  married  Anne,  dau.  John  Kemp  of  Gallahill,  in 
1805;  and  had  issue: 

Mary,  bpd.  1806.  Anne,  bpd.  1812. 

54  Donald,  bpd.  1808.  John,  bpd.  1814. 

James,  bpd.  1810.  Peter,  bpd.  1817. 

54 —  Donald  Bain  of  Kinnairdie  went  to  Inverness  in  search  of  employment  about 
1828,  and  later  to  Wick:  married  Helen  Green  in  1839;  had  shoe-making  and  fish¬ 
curing  businesses  there,  and  died  about  1858,  leaving  issue: 

Walter  James  Peter,  b.  Oct.  1,  1842. 

Margaret,  b.  1843. 

William,  b.  1845;  apparently  died  young. 

Anne,  b.  1849. 

Isabella,  b.  1851. 

William,  b.  1853. 

55  Daniel,  b.  July  17,  1855. 

55—  Daniel  Bain  entered  newspaper  work,  being  employed  in  Edinburgh  and 
Leeds;  married  (1)  Margaret  Fraser,  probably  at  Wick,  ca.  1877,  and  (2)  Emily  Ettie 
Palmer  at  Wisbech  in  1882;  and  died  in  1914.  He  left  issue: 

(by  his  first  marriage) — 

Helen,  b.  ca.  1879. 

(by  his  second  marriage,  and  b.  at  Leeds) — 

Caroline  Emily,  b.  1883. 

56  Donald,  b.  1885. 

William  Bernard,  b.  1889. 

Margaret  Green,  b.  1892. 

Thomas  Stanley,  b.  1896. 

Ronald,  b.  1900. 

Kathleen,  b.  March  14,  1902. 
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56 —  Donald  Bain  went  to  Montreal  about  1908;  married  Emma  Jeffrey  in  1911; 
but  died  in  the  influenza  epidemic  of  1918,  leaving  issue: 

57  Donald  Jeffrey,  b.  1912. 

Kenneth,  b.  1914. 

57 —  Donald  Jeffrey  Bain  of  Montreal  became  employed  at  the  Northern  Electric 
Company,  Ltd ;  but  later  went  with  the  Bell  Telephone  Company  of  Canada,  and  is 
now  with  that  Company  at  Toronto;  married  Mabel  Hutchins  about  1941,  and  has 
issue: 

Anthony,  b.  1943. 

Christopher,  b.  1947. 

Jennifer,  b.  1951. 

Bethany,  b.  1956. 

Note — There  are  several  parallel  lines  of  descent,  in  the  male  line,  from  Daniel-55, 
as  will  be  evident  on  reference  to  Chart  XV. 


Section  E.  The  Bains  of  Dochcarty. 

The  “V”  Line. 

Duncan  Bane,  the  1st  Bane  Laird  of  Tulloch,  is  said  to  have  acquired  from  the 
Munros  in  1553  the  lands  of  Davochcarte,  which  then  adjoined  the  Oulch  Hill,  or 
Tulloch  lands.  These  lands  are  the  present  Dochcarty.  It  has  been  stated  that  the  first 
Bane  tenant  of  the  line  at  Dochcarty  was  Alexander,  whose  son  was  born  there  about 
1664. 6  The  father  would  probably  have  been  born  ca.  1630,  and  he  appears  to  have  been 
a  great-grandson  of  John,  the  son  of  Alexander,  who  was  the  second  son  of  the  2nd 
Laird.  On  this  basis,  the  line  will  be  discussed  briefly  below. 


48 — John  Bane,  b.  ca.  1538,  was  the  second  child  of  Alastair  Mor  Ban  by  his 
third  marriage;  and  probably  was  the  great-grandfather  of  Alexander,  “The  Lirst 
Tenant  Known”  at  Dochcarty,6  thus: 

51  Alexander,  b.  ca.  1630. 

51 —  Alexander  Bane  had  a  son  and  successor  born  at  Dochcarty: 

52  Alexander,  b.  ca.  1664;  became  the  2nd  of  Dochcarty. 

52 —  Alexander  Bane  seems  to  have  married  when  over  50,  and  died  ca.  1740, 6 
leaving  issue : 

53  Alexander,  b.  ca.  1718. 
also  Donald  and  Colin. 

53 —  Alexander  Bain,  3rd  of  Dochcarty,  died  in  1800,  having  had  issue: 

William,  b.  ca.  1755;  is  said  to  have  died  about  age  101;  the  male  portion  of 

his  family  emigrated  to  Canada.6 

Donald  b.  ca.  1759;  many  descendants  to  Canada. 

Margaret,  b.  ca.  1761;  married  a  Dingwall. 

54  Ronald,  b.  ca.  1762;  was  4th  of  Dochcarty. 
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54 —  Ronald  Bain,  farmer  at  Dochcarty;  married  Christina  Macrae;  and  died  in 
1844  having  had  issue: 

Alexander,  a  mail-train  guide,  m.  a  Miss  Ross. 

Jean,  m.  a  Macrae  and  they  went  to  Canada. 

Isabel,  m.  Hugh  Urquhart,  whose  long  history  is  in  Booklet. 

Ann,  m.  Christopher  Macrae  and  went  to  Canada. 

Farquhar,  had  temporary  charge  of  the  farm;  went  to  Canada. 

Margaret  died  unmarried. 

Elizabeth  m.  Alex  Munro ;  story  in  Dochcarty  booklet. 

55  Colin,  b.  ca.  1818;  became  5th  at  Dochcarty. 

Donald,  manager  to  Lord  Middleton;  died  Feb.,  1912,  unm.;  the  “Last  of 
the  Dochcarty  Bains.” 

Ronald,  a  manager  with  the  Cromarty  family;  d.  1895. 

55 —  Colin  Bain  succeeded  his  brother  Farquhar  at  “Upper  Dochcarty,”  and  later 
at  Drynie;  still  later,  held  the  farm  and  mill  of  Bridgend,  Dingwall;  retired  in  1868, 
and  was  “the  last  of  the  Bains  of  Old  Upper  Dochcarty,  who  held  land  and  ceased  to 
be  tenant  farmers.”7  He  died  unmarried  at  Applecross  in  1891,  aged  73. 

At  the  last  reports  indicated  in  the  booklet,  this  family  seems  to  have  numerous 
descendants  scattered  over  the  world,  many  of  whom  will  probably  be  glad  to  have 
this  record  of  their  ancient  heritage. 

Incidentally,  two  lovely  ladies  of  Dingwall  independently  drew  the  Author’s 
attention  to  Hugh  Urquhart’s  Booklet,  which  appears  now  to  be  unobtainable,  and 
suggested  that  he  refer  to  it  in  his  wider  story  of  the  Bains  for  the  benefit  of  the 
descendants  of  his  family.  The  Author  is  not  attempting  to  amend  that  work,  but  is 
pleased  to  include  this  outline  of  the  historical  facts  in  an  effort  to  suggest  the  probable 
origin  of  that  group,  which  Mr  Urquhart  was  unable  to  provide  in  his  time. 
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CHAPTER  X 

THE  FAMILY  OF  DONALD  BAIN-U54,  OF  DINGWALL  AND  WICK 

(Chart  XV) 

In  this  Chapter,  we  shall  discuss  the  family  of  Donald  Bain-U54,  the  son  of  John 
Bain  and  his  wife,  Annie  Kemp,  of  Kinnairdie,  in  the  Parish  of  Dingwall. 

John  Bain’s  children  were  brought  up  during  very  difficult  times  in  the  North. 
The  great  wars  with  France  of  1792  to  1815  brought  great  demands  for  meat  for  the 
Services,  resulting  in  high  prices  or  heavy  rentals  for  grazing  land.  Many  owners  sold 
out  at  a  substantial  profit;  and  much  of  the  land  was  cleared  of  the  peasantry  and 
turned  into  sheep-walks.  The  activities  were  known  as  the  “Sheep  Clearances,”  and 
they  often  involved  terrible  cruelty  and  hardship.  Moreover,  in  many  cases,  the 
holders  were  turned  away  from  their  holdings  without  any  prospect  of  employment. 
These  and  other  conditions  of  the  post-war  period  caused  serious  unsettlement;  and 
swarms  are  said  to  have  fled  to  Canada. 

Of  John’s  children,  Mary  probably  went  to  Wick  about  1827;  and  it  seems  likely 
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that  James  followed  in  1828.  Anne  probably  went  to  Inverness  and  married.  The 
other  boys,  except  Donald,  probably  went  to  Canada.  Nothing  further  seems  to  be 
known  of  the  descendants  of  John,  except  those  of  Donald-U54,  whose  family,  with 
biographical  notes  where  known,  will  be  discussed  herein. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  note  that  Donald’s  wife,  Helen  Green,  was  a  descendant 
through  the  Sinclair-Sutherland-Green  line  of  an  illustrious  group  of  lines  which 
included  the  British,  Scottish,  Irish  and  Pictish  royal  families,  the  Jarls  of  Orkney, 
and  the  Earls  of  Caithness,  Angus,  Stratherne,  Douglas,  etc.  The  story  of  that  group 
is  in  course  of  preparation. 

The  biographical  and  other  information  herein  has  been  obtained  laregly  by 
personal  research  in  Canada  and  Scotland,  and  also  through  the  kind  co-operation 
of  some  grand-children  and  great-grandchildren  of  Donald  Bain. 

Numbering 

A  new  numbering  scheme,  starting  with  Donald  (known  as  No.  1  for  the  purposes 
of  this  chapter),  and  passing  through  generation  after  generation  in  the  entire  family, 
will  be  followed.  It  is  intended  to  facilitate  further  reference  to  the  individuals  in  the 

text. 


1—  Donald  Bain  was  born  and  baptized  at  Dingwall  in  1808;  learned  the  trade  of 
shoemaker  there;  but  left  the  district  about  1828  to  seek  better  employment  at  Inver¬ 
ness.  In  1829,  he  went  to  Wick,  which  was  expanding  rapidly  with  a  booming  herring 
industry.  He  eventually  had  shoemaking  and  fish  curing  businesses  there;  married 
Helen,  daughter  of  Walter  Green  and  Margaret  Sutherland,  on  Nov.  20,  1839,  at 
Wick;  and  seems  to  have  died  ca.  1858.  His  children,  born  at  27  Bank  Row,  were: 

2  Walter  James  Peter,  bpd.  Oct.  1,  1842. 

3  Margaret,  b.  1843. 

William,  b.  1845;  apparently  died  young. 

4  Anne,  b.  1849. 

5  Isabella,  b.  July  27,  1851. 

6  William,  b.  1853. 

7  Daniel,  b.  July  17,  1855. 

2 —  Walter  James  Peter  Bain  became  a  fishery  officer  at  Broadford,  and  later  at 
Stornoway,  Greenock  (from  1884),  Stonehaven,  near  Aberdeen,  and  Leith;  was  later 
appointed  Inspector  of  Fisheries  for  the  Northern  Counties,  stationed  at  Inverness; 
married  May  Anne  Craig,  daughter  of  a  book-dealer  at  Bridge  Street,  Wick,  on 
May  29,  1862;  and  died  in  1917.  His  children  were : 

8  Helen,  b.  1867. 

9  Donald,  b.  1870. 

George,  b.  ca.  1875;  died  of  scarlet  fever  at  Stornoway. 

10  Waltria,  b.  ca.  1877. 

11  Margaret,  b.  ca.  1879. 

3 —  Margaret  Bain  married  Colin  Munro  but  left  him  due  to  his  drinking  and  abuse; 
her  brother,  Walter,  was  said  to  have  thrashed  him  for  so  ill-treating  her.  She  was  a 
very  kind  woman,  but  very  unhappy;  and  went  to  take  care  of  her  mother  about  1870. 
She  had  one  child,  who  died  young. 
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4—  Anne  Bain  married  Peter  Rooney,  of  a  Protestant  family  and  a  foreman  for  a 
large  contractor,  ca.  1876;  and  died  about  1929,  having  had  issue: 

12  Patrick,  b.  ca.  1877. 

Anne,  b.  ca.  1880;  probably  died  young. 

5 —  Isabella  Bain  became  a  school  teacher;  married  on  Feb.  13,  1874,  her  second 
cousin  once  removed,  Archibald  McPhail ;  and  died  June  2, 1922.  She  had  two  children : 

13  William  Sinclair  Sutherland,  b.  Mar.  22, 1882. 

14  Helen  Bain,  b.  Mar.  10,  1886. 

Archibald  McPhail,  husband  of  Isabella,  was  born  Mar.  12,  1847,  brother  of 
William  and  George,  and  son  of  William  McPhail,  carpenter  and  shipwright,  who 
died  Apl.  23,  1886,  aged  75  years.  His  mother  was  Sinclair  Sutherland,  sister  of 
Margaret  who  married  Walter  Green.  Archibald  became  a  working  carpenter  and 
boat  builder;  and  died  Nov.  23,  1928,  aged  81. 

6 —  William  Bain  became  employed  on  the  editorial  staff  of  the  “Scotsman”;  it  is 
said  that  he  had  to  act  as  Chief  when  editor  Cooper  was  away;  married  Matilda  Austin, 
but  his  marriage  seems  to  have  been  very  unhappy  due  to  his  wife’s  drinking  tendency. 
He  died  ca.  1913,  having  had  issue,  a  son: 

15  Greville,  b.  ca.  1878. 

7 —  Daniel  Bain  seems  to  have  been  educated  at  Edinburgh,  and  entered  newspaper 
work  with  the  “Scotsman,”  probably  on  the  business  staff;  later  moved  to  the 
“Yorkshire  Post”  at  Leeds,  Yorkshire;  married  (1)  Margaret  Fraser  about  1878,  and 
(2)  on  April  12,  1882,  at  Wisbech,  Emily  Ettie  Palmer,  dau.  Thomas  Palmer,  a  granary 
foreman  at  Wisbech.  He  was  married  as  Donald  Bain,  since  he  was  usually  called 
Dane  and  assumed  that  this  stood  for  that  traditional  family  name;  when  he  learned 
much  later  that  his  correct  name  was  actually  Daniel,  he  had  to  get  his  marriage 
registration  and  papers  altered.  He  had  a  number  of  serious  operations  in  the  years 
before  1914,  and  finally  died  at  Leeds  on  Aug.  16,  1914.  He  left  issue: 

(by  his  first  marriage) — 

16  Helen,  b.  ca.  1879. 

(and  by  his  second  marriage) — 

17  Caroline  Emily,  b.  Mar.  10,  1883. 

18  Donald,  b.  July  10,  1885. 

19  William  Bernard,  b.  July  2,  1889. 

20  Margaret  Green,  b.  Jan.  1, 1892. 

21  Thomas  Stanley,  b.  Aug.  13,  1896. 

22  Ronald,  b.  Sept.  30,  1900. 

23  Kathleen,  b.  March  14,  1902. 

His  widow,  Emily  Ettie  Palmer,  was  born  in  Wisbech,  Cambridgeshire,  on  Dec.  18, 
1862,  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Palmer  and  his  wife,  Caroline  Boyce;  and  grand¬ 
daughter  of  William  Palmer,  formerly  of  Leicester.  She  died  at  Montreal  on  Oct.  2, 
1938.  She  was  a  sister  of  Alfred  Palmer  of  Birmingham,  whose  son,  Rev.  Alfred 
Ernest  Palmer  became  Master  of  the  Temple  Balsall,  and  Vicar  of  the  Parish,  Knowle, 
Warwickshire,  but  died  on  June  14,  1962,  after  his  retirement. 
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8—  Helen  Bain  married  Robert  Kerr  of  Stonehaven,  who  trained  in  a  lawyer’s 
office  but  was  not  a  lawyer,  and  was  said  to  have  become  secretary  of  the  Church  of 
Scotland.  She  died  in  Peebles  in  April,  1956,  aged  89.  Her  only  child  was: 

24  Mary  Winnifred,  b.  1900. 

9—  Donald  Bain,  born  in  Broadford,  Skye,  became  a  marine  engineer  with  the 
Fishery  Board  and  served  as  Chief  Engineer  on  several  of  their  vessels;  then  with  the 
Fairfield  Shipbuilding  Co.  at  Govan;  later,  as  Maintenance  Engineer  with  the  Solway 
Process  firm  at  Windsor,  Ont. ;  married  Maude  Ogilvy  MacKillop  of  Glasgow,  who 
was  killed  in  a  motor  accident  on  April  26,  1956,  at  age  89 ;  retired  in  1937,  but  served  as 
Inspector  for  Babcock  and  Wilcox  Co.  during  the  2nd  World  War.  He  was  a  very 
alert  and  interesting  correspondent  until  his  sudden  death  on  Mar.  24,  1959,  at 
Birmingham,  at  the  age  of  89.  He  had  had  two  children: 

25  William  McKillop,  b.  Aug.  12,  1903,  at  Glasgow. 

26  Mary  Clarina  McKillop,  b.  May  9,  1909. 

10 —  Waltria  Bain  married  John  Cormack,  publisher  of  educational  books  at 
Edinburgh.  She  resides  at  Halkirk,  although  she  has  a  house  in  Edinburgh;  and  she 
usually  goes  south  for  the  winter  months.  She  had  issue: 

27  Walter,  b.  1900. 

28  Godfrey,  b.  1902. 

29  Lancelot,  b.  1905. 

30  Constance,  b.  1906. 

31  Marjory,  b.  June,  1909. 

11—  Margaret  Bain  married  Alfred  Clutterbuck,  an  accountant,  who  died  in  1933; 
she  lived  in  Peebles  with  her  daughter  until  her  death  about  1960.  Her  children  were: 

32  Ronald 

33  Malcolm 

34  Meredith 

35  Gordon 

12 —  Patrick  Rooney  was  of  Glasgow;  married  Mary - ;  and  died  ca.  Sept., 

1954,  leaving  issue  four  sons  and  one  daughter,  all  married,  with  the  following  living 
in  Kilwinning : 

36  Peter,  b.  ca.  1902. 

William 

Robin 

Mary 

13—  William  Sinclair  Sutherland  McPhail,  a  telephone  cable  engineer  at  Glasgow, 
married  on  Aug.  30,  1907,  Mary  Macrae  Stewart,  and  they  had  issue,  a  son: 

37  Archibald,  b.  May  10,  1919. 

William’s  wife,  Mary,  was  born  Mar.  10,  1886,  and  died  Aug.  3,  1959. 

14 —  Helen  Bain  McPhail  of  Glasgow,  organist,  music  teacher  and  an  ardent 
church  worker  for  over  fifty  years,  died  suddenly  at  Iona  on  July  21,  1955,  while 
preparing  to  go  to  her  last  evening  service  at  her  beloved  Abbey  before  returning  to 
Glasgow  from  her  vacation.  She  was  widely  mourned  and  the  subject  of  lovely 
published  obituaries.  She  was  buried  beside  her  parents  in  Craigton  Cemetery  at 
Glasgow. 
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15 —  Greville  Bain  appears  to  have  had  a  very  unhappy  home  life  and  is  said  to 
have  gone  to  South  America  after  completing  his  schooling,  to  get  away  from  the 
distressing  conditions  there.  He  was  a  skilled  fencer  and  is  said  to  have  fenced  before 
Queen  Victoria.  The  last  heard  from  him  was  soon  afterwards,  when  he  was  at 
Buenos  Ayres. 

16 —  Helen  Bain  married  ca.  1898  William  Munro,  said  to  have  been  a  brother  of 
Donald  Munro  who  was  an  alderman  of  Outremont,  Que.,  for  some  years,  and  well- 
known  to  the  Author;  after  her  husband’s  death,  she  followed  her  daughter,  Margaret, 
to  America,  locating  with  several  of  her  children  at  Wichita,  Kansas.  Her  children 
are  understood  to  have  been : 

William  married  Marjory;  and  died  1960. 

Margaret,  b.  ca.  1897;  m.  Aden  Lattin,  probably  of  Kansas  City,  Kan. 

Nora,  b.  1905. 

Joyce,  b.  1911. 

Alice,  b.  1918. 

17 — Caroline  Emily  Bain  went  to  Canada  in  1908;  accompanied  a  friend  to 
Victoria,  B.C.,  about  1912,  met  and  married  George  Percy  Brooks  of  Keelby  Grange, 
Lines.;  Brooks  was  lost  mysteriously  at  sea,  when  they  were  on  their  way  to  Britain; 
and  in  1921  she  married  Robert  Francis,  a  widower,  who  died  at  Verdun,  Que.,  in 
1938;  she  received  a  war  pension  after  the  death  of  her  son  in  1942,  and  she  died  at 
Leeds,  Yorks,  in  1955.  She  had,  by  her  first  marriage,  a  son: 

38  Harry,  b.  Mar.  25,  1915. 

18 —  Donald  Bain,  born  at  Leeds,  went  to  Canada  about  1909;  became  employed 
with  J.  W.  Peck  &  Co.,  in  Montreal;  married  Emma  Jeffrey  on  May  11,  1911;  but 
died  during  the  influenza  epidemic,  on  Oct.  15,  1918,  leaving  issue: 

39  Donald  Jeffrey,  b.  Feb.  1,  1912. 

40  Kenneth,  b.  Oct.  16,  1914. 

19 —  William  Bernard  Bain  went  from  Leeds  to  Canada  about  1913;  became 
employed  at  Lymans  Ltd.,  Montreal;  m.  Rhoda  Rooke  in  1914;  moved  to  suburban 
Bordeaux  about  1921 ;  and  died  of  pneumonia  on  Sept.  20,  1926,  leaving  a  son, 

41  William  Gordon,  b.  March  5,  1917. 

His  widow  soon  returned  to  Leeds  with  her  young  son. 

20 —  Margaret  Green  Bain  went  to  Montreal  in  1921  and  became  employed  with 
Henry  Birks  and  Sons;  later,  she  went  to  the  Bell  Telephone  Co.  of  Canada,  where 
she  was  employed  until  her  death  on  Dec.  25,  1950.  She  had  a  wonderful  disposition, 
took  devoted  care  of  her  mother,  and  was  popular  with  those  who  knew  her. 

21 —  Thomas  Stanley  Bain  was  wounded  in  the  1st  World  War;  married  Annie 
Smith;  went  to  Montreal  about  1927;  where  he  became  employed  at  the  C.P.R. 
offices,  and  later  at  the  Sun  Life  Assurance  Co.;  and  died  after  an  operation  for 
stomach  ulcers,  in  1937,  leaving  issue: 

42  Reginald  Stanley,  b.  ca.  1914. 

43  Edith  Margaret,  b.  ca.  1916. 
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22 —  Ronald  Bain  was  wounded  in  the  1st  World  War;  joined  the  Leeds  Police 
Force  on  his  discharge,  with  a  steel-reinforced  arm;  married  May  Beresford,  and 
died  at  Leeds  on  Feb.  5,  1961,  leaving  issue: 

44  Ronald  Beresford,  b.  June  2,  1925. 

45  Kathleen,  b.  Aug.  7,  1927. 

23 —  Kathleen  Bain  was  taken  by  her  mother  to  Montreal  in  July,  1913,  on  the 
Allan  Liner,  “Victorian,”  and  they  resided  with  her  brothers  until  her  sister,  Margaret, 
joined  them  there  about  1921 ;  was  employed  first  at  Henry  Birks  and  Sons,  after 
leaving  school;  and  later  at  the  Bell  Telephone  Co.;  married  Alfred  John  Lawrence 
of  Outremont,  electrical  engineer  and  historian,  on  July  11,  1925;  and  is  presently 
living  at  Beaconsfield,  Que.  They  have  two  children: 

46  Beverley  Kathleen,  b.  Dec.  5,  1926. 

47  Audrey  Doreen,  b.  Nov.  28,  1930. 

24 —  Mary  Winnifred  Kerr  was  educated  to  an  M.A.  at  Edinburgh;  married  James 
Cruickshanks,  Civil  Engineer  for  Malaya;  and  died  s.p.  in  1945  on  her  return  to 
Scotland  during  the  war. 

25 —  William  McKillop  Bain  was  educated  in  Glasgow  and  Birmingham;  became 
a  chartered  accountant  and  went  to  Persia  for  the  Anglo-Persian  Oil  Co.;  became  ill, 
but  later  went  to  San  Salvador,  Central  America;  became  very  wealthy,  with  a  large 
coffee  estate  in  San  Salvador,  but  seems  to  have  lost  it  mysteriously  later,  since  after 
his  death  he  appeared  to  be  almost  without  any  estate.  He  had  married  Katriona 
- ,  and  he  died  on  Dec.  19,  1953,  leaving  two  daughters, 

Catriona,  b.  in  San  Salvador;  married  and  has  a  daughter. 

Fiona,  b.  in  Guatemala,  Dec.  17,  1945,  and  was  studying  at  Bexhill  in 
Sussex,  in  1960. 

26 —  Mary  Clarina  McKillop  Bain  married  Henry  Edmundson  in  1938  at  Birming¬ 
ham,  but  this  marriage  was  unfortunate  and  his  present  whereabouts  is  unknown; 
she  is  employed  as  a  secretary;  she  dwelt  with  her  father  until  his  death  in  1959,  and 
still  retains  the  old  home  with  its  beautiful  garden. 

27 —  Walter  Cormack  was  educated  at  Fettes  College  and  Edinburgh  Univ.; 
entered  the  family  firm  of  John  Cormack,  publishers;  became  a  Lieutenant,  R.H.A., 
1918-20;  and  died  in  1920,  unmarried. 

28 —  Godfrey  Cormack  became  a  medical  practitioner  in  Boston,  Lines. ;  married 
Eleanor  Liddle  of  Perth;  and  died  in  Boston  on  May  10,  1936,  aged  33  years.  He 
left  a  daughter, 

48  Joan,  b. ca. 1931. 

29 —  Lancelot  Cormack,  was  educated  at  Edinburgh  and  Cambridge  Universities; 
served  with  Burma-Shell  Oil  Co.,  India;  is  now  operator  of  the  family  firm  “John 
Cormack,  Publishers,”  of  Edinburgh;  married  Gertrude,  daughter  of  Prof.  Russell 
Scott ;  and  they  have  issue : 

Susan,  b.  ca.  1947. 

John,  b.  ca.  1951. 
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30 —  Constance  Cormack  married  Dr  Edward  Knight- Jones,  a  medical  practitioner 
at  Nottingham,  and  they  have  issue: 

49  David,  b.  ca.  1936. 

50  Godfrey,  b.  ca.  1937. 

31 —  Marjory  Cormack  married  William  Harold  Tunstall,  Civil  Service,  of  Monk- 
holme,  Brierfield,  Lancs.;  and  they  reside  in  Edinburgh.  They  had  two  children: 

51  Brian  John,  b.  Dec.,  1934. 

52  Rosemary  Constance,  b.  April,  1937. 

32—  Ronald  Clutterbuck,  actuary,  married  Betty  MacRitchie  and  lives  in  Edinburgh ; 
is  secretary  of  the  Scottish  Widows’  Life  Insurance  Company;  and  has  no  issue. 

33 —  Malcolm  Clutterbuck  married  Mary  Dobson  and  has  several  children;  is 
manager  of  a  shipping  firm  in  London. 

34 —  Meredith  Clutterbuck  married  John  Bolton,  but  she  divorced  him  and  got 
custody  of  their  daughter.  She  resided  with  her  mother  in  Peebles  until  the  latter’s 
death;  and  is  understood  to  have  re-married  and  to  be  living  in  Edinburgh.  Her  child 
is: 

Lorna. 

35 —  Gordon  Clutterbuck  was  a  navigator  in  the  R.A.F.  during  the  war;  is  said  to 
have  gone  to  Nairobi,  Kenya,  as  manager  of  Ungus  Flour  Mills;  and  married  Isa 
Lamont  at  Edinburgh  on  Oct.  18, 1952. 

36 —  Peter  Rooney  appears  to  be  employed  at  a  garage  in  Kilwinning ;  and  married, 
with  one  child,  probably  born  ca.  1928. 

37 —  Archibald  McPhail  was  educated  at  Glasgow;  was  wounded  accidentally  in 
throat  during  the  2nd  War;  is  employed  on  telephone  maintenance  at  Glasgow; 
married  Dorothy  Dunn,  and  has  three  children : 

Moira  Douglas,  b.  April  1,  1946. 

Fiona  Sinclair,  b.  Jan.  9,  1950. 

Donald  Stewart,  b.  Dec.  12,  1951. 

38 —  Harry  Brooks  was  born  at  Victoria,  B.C.,  but  brought  up  in  Verdun,  a  suburb 
of  Montreal;  became  employed  with  a  stock-broker;  played  for  the  “Big  Four” 
rugby  football  team,  and  was  a  basket-ball  player  and  paddler;  joined  the  R.C.A.F. 
early  in  the  2nd  World  War;  went  overseas  with  the  rank  of  Sgt.-Pilot,  was  wounded, 
promoted  to  Pilot  Officer,  but  killed  in  action  on  Dec.  31,  1942,  just  as  he  was  pro¬ 
moted  to  Flying  Officer.  He  was  buried  at  Scopwich,  near  Digby,  south  of  Lincoln. 

39—  Donald  Jeffrey  Bain  became  employed  at  the  Northern  Electric  Co.,  in 
Montreal;  later,  went  to  the  Bell  Telephone  Co.;  and  is  now  with  that  Company  in 
Toronto.  He  married  Mabel  Hutchins,  and  they  have  issue: 

Anthony,  b.  July  1, 1943. 

Christopher,  b.  Nov.  4,  1947. 

Jennifer,  b.  Nov.  9,  1951. 

Bethany,  b.  May  15, 1956. 

40 —  Kenneth  Bain  joined  the  R.C.A.F.  as  a  mechanic  about  1938;  in  1950,  as  a 
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Flying  Officer,  was  awarded  the  Canadian  Forces  Decoration;  married  Edith  Randall 
of  Moncton,  N.B.,  on  July  4,  1942;  and  is  now  residing  in  Ottawa.  They  have  issue: 

Peter,  b.  Dec.  1,  1943. 

Susan,  b.  Aug.  1,  1949. 

Karen,  b.  Nov.  16, 1955. 

41 —  William  Gordon  Bain  was  taken  by  his  mother  to  Leeds,  Yorks.,  soon  after 
his  father  died;  was  brought  up  there;  became  employed  with  the  Municipal  Tram 
and  Bus  Service,  and  has  not  married. 

42 —  Reginald  Stanley  Bain  married  Gwendolyn  Thomas  and  resided  in  Verdun, 
Que.;  but  died  on  May  22,  1942,  from  a  heart  condition,  aged  28  years  and  leaving 
a  son, 

Gordon,  b.  Sept.,  1937;  is  a  salesman  for  H.  J.  Crocker  Co.,  San  Francisco. 

43 —  Edith  Margaret  Bain  was  brought  up  in  Verdun;  married  Trooper  Robt. 
Haxton,  of  the  C.A.C.,  on  Dec.  1,  about  1945,  and  has  a  daughter, 

Judith,  b.  Aug.  9,  1950. 

44 —  Ronald  Beresford  Bain  married  Jean  Arundel  about  1949  and  they  have  issue: 

James,  b.  Jan.  26,  1950. 

Valerie,  b.  July  19,  1952. 

45 —  Kathleen  Bain  married  Bernard  B.  Briggs  at  St  Mary’s  Church,  Leeds,  on 
Oct.  11,  1951;  and  they  have  issue: 

Jane,  b.  July  6,  1955. 

John,  b.  Nov.  12,  1958. 

46 —  Beverley  Kathleen  Lawrence  was  brought  up  in  Outremont,  Que.;  educated 
at  Guy  Drummond  School,  Strathcona  Academy  and  Montreal  High  School; 
graduated  from  MacDonald  College,  St  Anne  de  Bellevue,  as  a  teacher;  taught  for 
one  year  at  Outremont;  married  Robert  E.  Osborne,  a  student,  on  Aug.  23,  1947; 
resided  at  McMasterville;  and  taught  school  there  for  one  year  whilst  her  husband 
continued  his  studies.  They  have  issue: 

John  Lawrence,  b.  Sept.  4,  1951. 

Robert  Stephen,  b.  Oct.  21,  1954. 

Margaret  Doreen,  b.  August  28,  1960. 

Beverley’s  husband,  Robert,  was  born  at  Magog,  Que. ;  went  overseas  in  the  2nd 
World  War  with  the  Canadian  Grenadier  Guards;  was  very  seriously  wounded  when 
his  tank  suffered  a  direct  hit  near  Caen,  and  spent  over  a  year  in  hospitals  before  being 
fully  recovered;  took  the  teachers’  training  course  at  MacDonald  College;  taught  one 
year  at  Magog;  attended  Sir  George  Williams’  University,  where  he  completed  four 
years’  work  in  three  years;  had  a  distinguished  course  in  Divinity  at  McGill,  graduat¬ 
ing  B.D.  with  honours  and  many  awards;  got  his  S.T.M.  degree  whilst  minister  at 
Sutton,  Que.;  won  the  Wilson  Grant  and  spent  two  years  at  Edinburgh  University 
studying  under  Rev.  Prof.  William  Manson;  was  pastor  of  St  Andrew’s  Kirk,  St 
John,  N.B.,  for  four  years;  and  was  appointed  Asst.  Professor  of  New  Testament  at 
Victoria  University,  Toronto,  in  1961. 

47 —  Audrey  Doreen  Lawrence  was  educated  at  Guy  Drummond  School,  Strathcona 


81 


Academy  and  MacDonald  College;  taught  school  in  Town  of  Mount  Royal;  attended 
the  United  Church  Training  School  for  two  years  and  became  a  Deaconess;  served  in 
Medicine  Hat,  Alberta,  as  a  Deaconess;  in  remote  Berens  River,  Northern  Manitoba, 
as  missionary-teacher  to  the  Cree  Indians;  and  Port  Hope,  Ont.,  as  Director  of 
Christian  Education;  is  at  present  studying  at  MacMaster  University  to  improve  her 
educational  qualifications. 

48 —  Joan  Cormack  married  James  Gulliver  on  Nov.  22,  1958,  and  is  understood 
to  have  a  son,  born  about  November,  1961. 

49 —  David  Knight-Jones  studied  medicine  at  Cambridge  University  and  London 
Hospitals;  graduated  in  1960,  and  in  1961  was  an  interne  at  the  London  Hospital 
Annexe,  Ongar  Road,  Brentwood,  Essex. 

50 —  Godfrey  Knight-Jones  was  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Royal  Marines ;  and  has  studied 
for  chartered  accountancy. 

51 —  Brian  John  Tunstall,  a  motor  engineer,  married  in  April,  1960,  Mary  Garland 
Willoughby,  dau.  late  Lt.-Col.  Hopkinson,  d.s.o.,  m.c.,  and  of  Mrs  Hopkinson  of 
Forres,  Morayshire. 

52 —  Rosemary  Constance  Tunstall  married  Lt.  Antony  Spranger  Hasler  Helby, 
R.A.,  younger  son  of  Brig.  Helby,  M.c.  They  have  one  daughter, 

Alison  Marjory,  b.  Oct.,  1960. 

Rosemary’s  husband  seems  to  be  serving  with  the  British  Forces  in  Germany  at 
present. 
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7.  Urquhart,  13 


ABBREVIATIONS 


A.M.  (with  date),  “Anno  Mundi,” 
or  “Year  of  the  World” 

b.  — born 
bpd. — baptized 
bur. — buried 

c. ,  ca.,  or  “circa” — about 

d.  — died 

dau. — daughter,  or  “daughter  of” 
ed. — edited  by 
k. — killed 


m. — married 
p.— page 

prog’r — progenitor  of 
ptd. — printed 
s. — son  of 
ss. — sons 

s.p. — without  issue 
unm. — unmarried 
=  —  married 
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APPENDIX  A 

THE  PICTISH  KINGS  (According  to  the  Pictish  Chronicle)! 


A  Chronological  Table 


Sequence  Name 

Date  of 

Length  of 

Date  of 

from  451 

Accession 

Reign 

Death 

1 

Drust,  son  of  Erp 

— 

— 

451 

2 

Talorc,  son  of  Aniel 

451 

4 

455 

3 

Neston  Norbet,  son  of  Erp 

455 

25 

480 

4 

Drest  Gurthinmoch 

480 

30 

510 

5 

Galanau  Etelich,  or  Erelech 

510 

12 

522 

6 

Dadrest 

522 

1 

523 

7 

Drest,  son  of  Girom 

523 

1 

524 

Drest,  son  of  Wdrest,  with  No.  7 

524 

5 

529 

Drest,  son  of  Girom,  alone 

529 

5 

534 

8 

Gartnach,  son  of  Girom 

534 

7 

541 

9 

Gealtraim,  son  of  Girom 

541 

1 

542 

10 

Talorg,  son  of  Muircholaich 

542 

11 

553 

11 

Drest,  son  of  Munait 

553 

1 

554 

12 

Galam,  with  Aleph 

554 

1 

555 

Galam,  with  Bridei 

555 

1 

556 

13 

Bridei,  son  of  Mailcon 

556 

30 

586 

14 

Gartnaich,  son  of  Donald 

586 

11 

597 

15 

Nechtan,  nephew  of  Verb 

597 

20 

617 

16 

Kenneth,  son  of  Luthrin 

617 

19 

636 

17 

Garnard,  son  of  Wid 

636 

4 

640 

18 

Bridei,  son  of  Wid 

640 

5 

645 

19 

Talorc,  their  brother 

645 

12 

657 

20 

Tallorcan,  son  of  Enfret 

657 

4 

661 

21 

Gartnait,  son  of  Donnel 

661 

61 

667 

22 

Drest,  his  brother 

667 

1 

674 

23 

Bridei,  son  of  Bili 

674 

21 

695 

24 

Taran,  son  of  Entifidich 

695 

4 

699 

25 

Bridei,  son  of  Dereli 

699 

11 

710 

26 

Nechton,  son  of  Dereli 

710 

15 

725 

27 

Drest  and  Elpin 

725 

5 

730 

28 

Ungus  or  Onnus,  son  of  Urguist 

730 

31 

761 

29 

Bridei,  son  of  Wirguist 

761 

2 

763 

30 

Kenneth,  son  of  Wredech 

763 

12 

775 

31 

Elpin,  son  of  Wroid 

775 

31 

779 

32 

Drest,  son  of  Talorgan 

779 

5 

784 

33 

Talorgan,  son  of  Ungus 

784 

21 

786 

86 

Sequence  Name 

Date  of 

Length  of 

Date  of 

from 

451 

Accession 

Reign 

Death 

34 

Canaul,  son  of  Tarla 

786 

5 

791 

35 

Constantine,  son  of  Urguist 

791 

30 

821 

36 

Ungus,  son  of  Urguist 

821 

12 

833 

37 

Drest,  son  of  Constantine  and 
Talorgan,  son  of  Wthoil 

833 

3 

836 

38 

Uven,  son  of  Ungus 

836 

3 

839 

39 

Wrad,  son  of  Bargoit 

839 

3 

842 

40 

Bred,  or  Bruidi 

842 

1 

843 

f  Browne,  I,  60-1 
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Aed,  E.  of  Moray;  18,  31,  33. 

Agricola,  Roman  General;  24. 

Aincellach,  Dalriadic  King;  16,  17. 

Alban,  First  Irish  in;  9,  13. 

Alban,  Scoto-Irish  Colony;  13,  14. 

Albiones;  23. 

Alpin,  Dalriadic  King;  23. 

Angus  Turmig;  6,  12. 

„  son  of  Ere;  10,  14. 

„  2nd  E.  of  Moray;  31,  33. 

Ard  Righ;  24. 

Arundel,  Jean;  80. 

Bain,  Alexander,  Inventor;  59,  60. 

„  Barbara;  41,  42. 

„  Roderick,  Tutor  of  Tulloch ;  65,  66,  67. 
„  William  of  Papigo ;  62. 

„  Spelling  of  Name;  39. 

Bain  Family  Lines 

To  Alexander  of  Freswick,  1798;  54. 

„  Benjamin  of  Mireland,  1825;  56. 

„  Donald  of  Bilbster,  1845  ;  47. 

„  Donald  of  Green-Bain  Line,  1808;  74. 

„  George  of  Backlass,  1817;  59. 

„  James  of  Dysart,  1776;  50. 

„  William  of  Mireland,  1815;  57. 

Bains  are  not  of  MacBain  Clan;  38. 

„  of  Caithness;  45,  52. 

„  of  Clyth;  44. 

„  of  Dochcarty;  71. 

„  of  Haddingtonshire;  47. 

„  of  Knockbain;  67. 

„  of  Tarradale;  65,  67. 

„  of  Tulloch;  63. 

Bains  of  Green-Bain  Line. 

Bain,  Anne;  75. 

„  Anthony;  79. 

„  Bethany;  79. 

„  Caroline  Emily;  77. 

„  Catriona;  78. 

„  Christopher;  79. 

„  Daniel;  74,  75. 

„  Donald;  74,  76,  77. 

„  Donald  J. ;  79. 

„  Edith  Margaret;  80. 

„  Fiona;  78. 

„  Gordon;  80. 

„  Greville;  77. 

„  Helen;  76,  77. 

„  Isabella;  75. 

„  James;  80. 

„  Jennifer;  79. 

„  Karen;  80. 

„  Kathleen,  d.  Daniel;  75,  78. 

„  „  d.  Ronald;  78,  80. 

„  Kenneth;  77,  79. 


Bain,  Margaret,  d.  Donald;  74. 

„  „  d.  Walter;  74,  76. 

„  Margaret  Green;  75,  77. 

„  Mary  Clarina  McK. ;  76,  78. 

„  Peter;  80. 

„  Reginald  S. ;  77,  80. 

„  Ronald;  75,  78. 

,,  Ronald  B.;  78,  80. 

„  Susan;  80. 

„  Thomas  S.;  75,  77. 

„  Valerie;  80. 

„  Walter  J.  P. ;  74. 

„  Waltria,  74,  76. 

„  William;  74,  75. 

„  „  B.;75,  77. 

,,  ,,  G. ;  77,  80. 

„  „  McK.;  76,  78. 

Bains,  (or  Baynes),  of  Tulloch. 

Bain,  Alexander,  2nd  Laird;  62,  63. 

„  (Sir)  Donald,  5th  Laird;  65. 

„  Duncan,  1st  Laird;  61. 

,,  „  3rd  Laird;  64. 

„  John,  4th  Laird;  65. 

„  „  7th  Laird;  67. 

„  Kenneth,  6th  Laird;  67. 

„  „  8th  Laird;  67. 

„  „  9th  Laird;  67. 

„  Roderick  the  Tutor;  65,  66. 

„  Ronald,  1st  of  Knockbain;  65,  67. 

Bayne,  see  “Bain” 

Beresford,  May;  78. 

Bethoc,  d.  Malcolm  III;  18,  30. 

Boedhe,  son  of  Kenneth  III ;  30. 

„  gds.  of  „  18,30. 

Bolton,  John,  79. 

„  Lorna;  79. 

Boyce,  Caroline;  75. 

Briggs,  Bernard  B. ;  80. 

„  Jane;  80. 

„  John;  80. 

Britons  of  Strathclyde;  14. 

Brooks,  George  P. ;  77. 

„  Harry;  79. 

Caicher,  the  Druid;  3,  4. 

Cairbre  Riada;  9,  12,  13. 

Cinel  Angus;  15. 

„  Comgall ;  15. 

„  Gabran;  15. 

„  Lorn;  15,  16. 

Clan  Bain,  Story  of;  38 — 81. 

„  Lorn;  1. 

„  Mackay;  17,  31,  34 — 37. 

„  Macnachtan;  17. 

„  Macneil;  10. 

„  Morgan;  16 — 18,  33. 
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Clan,  Murray;  17. 

„  vie  Farquhar;  35. 

Clutterbuck,  Alfred;  76. 

„  Gordon;  76,  79. 

„  Malcolm;  76,  79. 

„  Meredith;  76,  79. 

„  Ronald;  76,  79. 

Columba,  St.;  11. 

Conal  Gulban,  s.  of  Niall;  9,  10. 

Conn  of  100  Battles;  7,  8. 

Cormac-mac- Airt ;  9. 

Cormack,  Constance;  76,  79. 

„  Godfrey;  76,  78. 

„  Joan;  78. 

„  John,  s.  Lancelot;  78. 

„  Lancelot;  76,  78. 

„  Marjory;  76,  79. 

„  Susan;  78. 

„  Walter;  76,  78. 

Crinan,  Lay  Abbot  of  Dunkeld;  18,  30. 
Cruithne;  23,  24. 

Cruickshanks,  James;  78. 

Culdees,  Church  of;  11. 

Dal  Riada  in  Erin;  13. 

„  „  in  Alban;  14,  20. 

Davidson,  Henry;  39,  67. 

„  William;  39,  67. 

Dobson,  Mary;  79. 

Domangart,  King;  15,  22. 

Donada,  Wife  of  Finlay;  17,  18. 
Drum-nan-Coup,  Battle;  35,  36,  41. 
Duncan  I;  18,  19,  30. 

„  son  of  Sithig;  33. 

Eocha  Muinreamhar;  13. 

Eocha  IV  m.  Urgusia;  23. 

Eoghan,  K.  of  Aileach;  10. 

Ere,  mother  of  Lorn,  etc.;  13. 

Erin,  Traditional  Monarchs;  3 — 7. 

„  High-kings  of;  9,  10. 

Farquhar,  pog’r  of  Clan;  35. 

Fenius,  K.  of  Scythia;  4. 

Ferchar,  K.  of  Dal  Riada;  15,  16. 
Fercher-fada,  King;  16. 

Fergus,  s.  of  Ere;  10,  15 — 17,  20,  22. 
Finlaec,  or  Finlay;  17,  18. 

Fraser,  Agnes;  63. 

„  Margaret;  75. 

Gabran,  K.  of  Dal  Riada;  22. 
Gaedhael;  4. 

Gaelic  Language;  4. 

Galgacus;  24. 

Gilcomgan;  17,  18. 

Green,  Helen;  74. 

„  Walter;  74,  75. 

Gruoch;  18,  30. 

Gulliver,  James;  81. 

Ham,  s.  of  Noah;  3. 


Harold,  E.  of  Caithness;  33,  34. 
Haxton,  Robert;  80. 

„  Judith;  80. 

Helby,  Antony;  81. 

„  Alison  Marjory;  81. 

Hi  Neill;  10. 

Hopkinson,  Mary  G.  W.;  81. 

Iona  given  to  Columba;  11. 

Irish  Colony  in  Alban;  10. 

„  „  Defence  of;  14. 

Japheth;  3. 

Jeffrey,  Emma;  77. 

Kemp,  John,  of  Gallahill;  70. 
Kenneth  II ;  29. 

„  HI;  29 
Kerr,  Robert;  76. 

,;  Mary  W.;  76,  78. 

Kings  of  Dal  Riada;  16 — 17,  20 — 22. 
„  Scoto-Pictish ;  28 — 30. 

Laeghaire,  s.  of  Niall;  9. 

Lamont,  Isa;  79. 

Lattin,  Aden;  77. 

Lawrence,  Alfred  J.;  78. 

„  Audrey  D.;  78,  80. 

„  Beverley  K. ;  78,  80. 

Liddle,  Eleanor;  78. 

Lorn  the  Great;  10,  13,  15. 

Lovat,  Lord;  63,  64. 

Luguid,  High-King;  10. 

Lulach,  K.  of  Scotland;  18,  20,  28. 
Lulach’s  Daughter;  18,  31,  33. 

MacAlpin,  Kenneth;  23,  28. 
MacBains  of  Different  Race;  38. 
Macbeth;  18,  19,  30. 

MacEarcas,  The;  10,  13. 

MacEth,  Donald;  34. 

„  Malcolm;  33,  34. 

„  Family;  31 — 34. 

Mackay,  Chiefs  Murdered;  34 — 36. 

„  John  “Ban”;  34,  43. 

„  Neil  Neilson;  35. 

„  Paul  and  Angus;  35 — 37. 

MacKillop,  Maude  O.;  76. 
MacPhails,  (Siol-Phails) ;  36,  37. 

McPhail  Family 

„  Archibald,  Sr.;  75. 

„  „  Jr.;  76,  79. 

„  Donald;  79. 

„  Fiona;  79. 

„  George;  75. 

„  Helen  Bain;  75. 

„  Moira,  D.;  79. 

„  William,  Sr.;  75. 

,,  ,,  Jr.,  75. 

„  „  S.  S.;  75,  76. 

Maelbridge;  17. 

Maelsnechtan ;  18,  31. 

Magog;  4. 

Malcolm  II;  18,  29, 
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Malcolm  III;  19. 

„  IV;  33. 

Manson,  Rev.  Prof.  William;  iii,  80. 
Milesians,  The;  5. 

Milidh  of  Spain;  4. 

Mogh  Lamba;  9. 

Mogh  Nuadat;  7. 

Mons  Grampius,  Battle;  24. 
Muireadhach;  10. 

Muirchertach ;  10. 

Munro,  Margaret;  77. 

„  William;  77. 

Niall  “of  Nine  Hostages”;  9. 

Niul;  4. 

Noah;  3. 

Numbering;  7,  41,  74. 

Oure,  Farquhar;  61,  62. 

Osborne,  John  L.;  80. 

„  Robert  E. ;  80 
„  Roberts.;  80. 

Palmer,  Emily  E.;  75. 

„  Thomas;  75. 

„  Alfred;  75. 

„  Rev.  A.  E.;  75. 

Pharaoh,  Cincris;  4. 

„  Intuir;  4. 

Pictish  Kings;  24 — 28;  App.  A. 

Piets  in  Alban;  5 — 14,  15,  23 — 28. 
Poisons,  The;  36. 

Romans  in  Alban;  7. 


Rooney,  Mary;  76. 

„  Patrick;  75. 

„  Peter;  75. 

„  „  II;  76,  79. 

,,  Robin;  76. 

„  William;  76. 

Ross,  Earl  of;  33. 

Scota,  Princess  of  Egypt;  5. 
Scots  or  Scoti;  9. 

Scythia;  4. 

Sennair,  School  at;  4. 

Sigurd,  Jarl  of  Orkney;  18,  30. 
Siol  Angus;  36. 

„  Phail;  36. 

Somerled  of  Argyle;  33. 
Stewart,  Mary  M.;  76. 
Sutherland,  Margaret;  74,  75. 
„  Sinclair;  75. 

Taoiseach;  14,  33. 

Thora;  18,  19,  30. 

Tir  Conall;  9. 

„  Eoghan;  9. 

„  Enna;  9. 

Tuatha;  5. 

Tulloch  Castle;  39,  40. 

„  Lairds  of;  61 — 67. 
Tunstall,  Brian  J.;  79. 

„  Rosemary  C. ;  79. 

„  Wm.  Harold;  79. 

Urgusia,  Princess;  15,  23,  28. 

Vickers,  Col.  Angus;  40,  66. 
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